BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 20 April 2005 at 8.15 pm

Councillor


Chairman


Ward




*
E Coop


Burtonwood East





Vice Chairman




P Hamel


Callands





G Cross


Callands



T Cross


Callands


                            

S Hamel


Callands



            
B Long 


Callands 





D Earl



Westbrook




*
M Jackson


Westbrook




*
T Rogers-Smith

Westbrook




*
D Orr



Westbrook





J Joyce



Burtonwood East




*
T O’Neill


Burtonwood East





J Coop



Burtonwood West





J Higham


Burtonwood West





P Wilde


Burtonwood West





*
J Guthrie


Old Hall





Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





5 Parishioners 





Liz Cummings – Warrington Guardian 

C87
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor P Hamel, Councillor G Cross, Councillor T Cross, Councillor S Hamel, Councillor B Long, Councillor D Earl, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor J Coop, Councillor J Higham and Councillor P Wilde.

C88
Community Police / Parishioners Issues

Gullivers World Theme Park 
A Group of Parishioners attended the meeting to object to the proposed planning application, 5 members of the Group were elected to speak to the Council relating to their issues and concerns while the rest of the group peacefully protested outside the venue of the Council meeting.
It was noted that the application consisted of a full planning application for the extension of the theme park to allow the erection of an 80 bedroom hotel and the erection of buildings to comprise of a heritage attraction (related to former Burtonwood airbase).

The Parishioners from the outset wished to make clear that they were not objecting to the Burtonwood Association, as they thought it was a fine organisation, doing a wonderful job, preserving the memory of many brave men and women who served their respective countries, and without such organisations, the history and heritage of those countries would easily be forgotten.

The Parishioners main issues and concerns were;

· that the Council had not seen the full planning application file 

· what were the specific benefits being brought to the Parish Council and the Borough Council

· lack of public consultation

· additional noise nuisance

· additional traffic congestion

· lack of additional parking facilities

· out of character development for the location

· planning constraints on the development 

· the impact of late night facilities to local residents

· the impact to the environment and local wild life in the area
· the need for an additional hotel in Warrington

· the Borough Council expressing an opinion that an EIA was not needed

The Parishioners listened to the answers and opinions of the Committee and they noted that the Council would be objecting to the proposed application on the grounds of:

· residential amenity

· impact of additional traffic

· impact of additional overspill car parking

· impact of additional noise pollution

· current greenbelt planning policies and 

· that the Parish Council would also be requesting that an EIA be  undertaken

C89
Minutes of the Meeting (20 April 2005)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C90
Matters Arising

C90.1
Fly Tipping and Unsociable Behavior (Minute C79 Refers)

Councillor T O’Neill reported on the formulated road closure order, this had been obtained in partnership with the Borough Council and English Partnerships.

It was noted by the Committee that demolition of the bungalow, house and former kennels on Lime Kiln Farm and Wrights Lane, and the disused pumping station on Joy Lane, Burtonwood was now being processed.

The Chairman thanked Councillor T O’Neill for his hard work and persistence in this matter.
C90.2
Warrington Borough Transport (Minute C85.1 Refers)

The Chairman reported that the Company was currently looking at options to move the bus lay by from St David’s Drive, Callands.
C91
Report of the Joint meeting of the Finance Sub Committee and Risk Assessment Sub Committee (20 April 2005)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor T O’Neill and Councillor T Rogers-Smith and it was  

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C91.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Cross, Councillor D Earl, Councillor J Higham, Councillor P Hamel and Councillor J Joyce. 

C91.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that no declarations of interest were declared in this item. 

C91.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Friends of Burtonwood Village – amount of grant applied for £740 - grant to be used for the purchase of a new lawn mower
Recommended grant £100
C91.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)

Nil


C91.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


Bookings Clerk – April 2005 Invoice 



£ 220.00

Carpe Diem – Website Updating – Inv. 1000780 


£   29.38

WBC – Trade Waste – Inv. 864652849 



£ 263.95

Cheshire Comm Council – Annual Membership


£   57.00

Clerks Expenses March/April 2005 




£ 178.24

Recommended that the payments be made

C91.6
Monthly Accounts – April 2005

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of March 2005 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C91.7
Bank Reconciliation 2004-2005
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of March 2005 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C91.8
Kingswood Community Centre – Non Domestic Rates

The Clerk reported that she had received the invoice from the Borough Council and a direct debit had been arranged for the forthcoming financial year (2005-2006). 

C91.9
Kingswood Community Centre – Cotton Tails Nursery
The Clerk reported that the Half Pints Nursery had now changed ownership and the final payment from Mrs. Burns had been received. It was noted that the new owner had renamed the user group to ‘Cotton Tails Nursery’ and a direct debit was to be set up for the continuation of payment.

C91.10
Burtonwood Pavilion – Vandalism
The Clerk reported that the garage door has been smashed beyond repair, that the newly repaired front roller door had again been vandalised and a large hole had been dug in the safety surface adjacent to the swings. The Committee noted that during the past month the Pavilion playing field and surrounding area had been in a terrible state due to being littered with broken glass and rubbish and it was
Recommended that a 
(1) quotation been gained to brick up the garage door and for an internal entrance to this space be sought within the building and that 

(2) an independent risk assessment of the premises be sought 
C91.11
Burtonwood Pavilion – Gate Keeper (Additional Duties)

The Clerk reported that she had called upon the gate keeper to request that he take on additional duties, these additional duties had took the form of keeping the Pavilion field and surrounding area free of broken glass and litter on a daily basis  
and it was
Recommended that the gate keeper retain these duties (an additional hour per day) on a permanent basis and that his salary be adjusted accordingly
C91.12
Burtonwood – Land to Side and Rear of Co-op Store, Mercer Street

The Clerk reported that the area had been tidied and the grass had been cut, but the surrounding bushes harbored the rubbish, this debris consisted of material from the Co-op Store and also rubbish tipped there by persons unknown, the Clerk suggested that the whole area be grassed over, but this could only be done once the true owner of the land be ascertained and it was 

Recommended that the Clerk make such inquires with the Land Registry to ascertain ownership of the land  
C91.13
Collins Green - Play Areas

The Clerk reported that she had visited the site and it seemed to be tidy although it was noted that the grassed area needed to be cut. But this would be done once the machinery was repaired or the contract renewed. 
C91.14
Play Areas – Inspection Report

The Clerk reported that she had received the latest Inspection Reports from the Borough Council; the Committee noted that the works recommended had be ordered and completed.

C91.15
Risk Assessment

The Committee noted that the Clerk had nothing to report.
C91.16
Tractor 

The Clerk reported that she had received a verbal quotation from Mr. D Norris amounting to £3600 + vat, this costing would refurbish the Councils existing machinery and it would service the Parish for many years to come. It was noted that the Clerk had also requested a quotation from the Borough Council, the Borough Councils quotation for a years’ service amounted to £5504 + vat and it was

Recommended that the quotation received from Mr. D Norris be accepted  
C91.17Web Site

The Committee noted that the Web Site had been updated.
C91.18Any Other Business

C91.19Burtonwood Mum’s and Tot’s Group

The Committee noted that an application to hire the Pavilion in Burtonwood had been received by the above group. 

The Clerk reported that the Group were looking to use the premises for 4 mornings a week, 2 hours per morning (Tuesday to Friday), it was noted that the building was free for hire as long as the users adhered to the Ofsted and Parish Council Regulations and Terms of Hire.
C91.20Hacker Young Chartered Accountants

The Clerk reported that she had received the Notice and Advertisement of the Annual Audit for the Year ended 31 March 2005 and that the formal date given for the return was 30 June 2005.

It was noted by the Committee that it was a requirement in the Annual Return that it had provided proper opportunity for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with statutory requirements and that an appropriate notice period and inspection period would be as follows:

Display notice:

19 May until 1 June 2005 (inclusive)  
Inspection period:

2 June until 29 June 2005 (inclusive)
C92
Planning Applications / Issues
C92.1
Declaration of Interest


It was noted that no declarations of interest were declared in this item. 

C92.2
Documents Received

5 General Correspondence Items
13 Domestic Planning Applications 

3 Non Domestic Planning Applications 

0 Prior Notification under Schedule2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning - (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)  


2 Notification of Withdrawal of Planning Applications
13 Notices of Decision – Permission Granted 

5 Notices of Decision – Permission Refused 


0 Notice of Decision - Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation


2 Borough Council Development Control Agenda 


5 Ward Lists 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 

C92.3
Proposed Road Closure – Hall Lane, Burtonwood
The Clerk reported on correspondence received from the Borough Council relating to the above matter.

It was noted by the Council that historically, concerns had been raised by the local community regarding fly tipping, anti social behaviour and improper use of motor vehicles on Hall Lane, particularly in the vicinity of Gypsy Woods. 
The correspondence from the Borough Council stated that the authority had consulted all affected local residents and Ward Councillors on the proposal to restrict access along a section of Hall Lane by introducing a gated closure. Whilst several residents expressed their support for the proposals and suggested that the introduction of a closure would be a positive step towards solving some of the issues, they also expressed some concern that the fly tipping may still occur at the closure points. The remainder of those consulted objected strongly to the proposal for a variety of reasons. Many expressed concern about continued fly tipping, and the possibility of Hall Lane becoming more attractive, if closed, for anti social behaviour such as that currently experienced on nearby Joy Lane. Emergency access difficulties were, although unlikely, was also a concern.  

The Borough Council understood that the Burtonwood Environment Group / Village Design Group had submitted a bid to the Northwest Coalfields Communities for the funding of the proposed closure. Even if the bid proved to be successful, without any evidence of overwhelming support from the local community, it would not be feasible to move this proposal forward, and in view of this, the Borough Council believed that it would not be prudent to progress a road closure at this time, and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk reply to Mr. A Stephenson of the Borough Council to express the overwhelming support from the local community for this road closure 

C92.4
Planning Application Reference 2005/05467
Full planning application for the extension of the theme park to allow the erection of an 80 bedroom hotel and the erection of buildings to comprise heritage attraction (related to former Burtonwood airbase).
Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to inform them that the Committee wishes to object to this application on the grounds of 

(1) residential amenity;

(2) impact of additional traffic;

(3) impact of additional overspill car parking;

(4) impact of additional noise pollution;

(5) current greenbelt planning policies; and 

(6) that the Parish Council also requests that an EIA is undertaken
C93
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 

(1) Royal Mail – Service

(2) Lymm Parish Council - Civic Reception and Diner Dance 23/04/05

(3) Cheshire Planning Forum – Agenda 

(4) Cheshire Planning Forum – Minutes

(5) Cheshire Community Council – Village Halls Network

(6) DEFRA – Quality Parishes and Parish Planning

(7) Burtonwood Times – Winter 2004/05

(8) Email Reply Email from PC J Forster

(9) Email Reply Email from I Johnson - WBC

(10) Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Members Allowances

(11) Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine – March Edition

(12) CVS – Contact Spring 2005

(13) Rixton with Glazebrook Parish Council – Civic Service 01/05/05 

(14) WBC – Public Rights of Way Forum

(15) Email off Ian Johnson (WBC) reference Grounds Maintenance

(16) Cheshire Community Council – Parish Network 

(17) Great Sankey Parish Council – Councillor Training

(18) Email from WBC reference Litter on Broad Lane

(19) WBC – Council Summons Agenda 25/04/05

(20) Halifax – Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust

(21) Cheshire Assoc of Local Councils – Workshops

(22) Hacker Young – Notice of External Audit

Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received

C93.1
Great Sankey Parish Council – Councillor Training (Item No. 16 refers)

The Clerk reported on the above correspondence relating to the Basic Induction Course for Clerks and Councillors, it was noted that the training session was to be held at the Tim Parry Centre, Cromdale Way, starting at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 25 May 2005.


The agenda would consist of:

(1) The roles of the Clerk, Chairman and Councillors

(2)  Meetings and Agendas
(3)  Making Decisions    

(4) Functions and Powers of the Council
(5) Open Forum
The Council were informed that to book a place the Clerk needed to express an interest to the Clerk of the Great Sankey Parish Council by Monday 25 April 2005 and it was 

Resolved that the Parish Council would fund the cost of a place(s) (£20 per Councillor) if an interest was expressed 

C94     Any Other Business


Councillor T Rogers-Smith expressed concern at the speed of vehicles traveling along Westbrook Way and the general state of the decaying road in the area and it was


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this matter be remedied
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor E Coop            







(Chairman)
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