BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 16 March 2005 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





13 Parishioners 





Liz Cummings – Warrington Guardian 

C78
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor J Coop, Councillor S Hamel, Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor D Orr and Councillor P Wilde.

C79
Community Police / Parishioners Issues

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Community Action Team Officer PC John Forster, stating that Officers would not be in attendance at any future meeting of the Council due to resource restraints.   

P.C. Forster requested that items of concern for the Parish Council or Parishioners could be emailed or telephoned through on the details listed below:-

P.C. 2828 John Forster

Cheshire Constabulary – Warrington Division

Email – John.Forster@Cheshire.Pnn.Police.uk
Telephone – 01244 612620

Fax – 01244 612621
P.C. 4029 Andrew Wallace 

Cheshire Constabulary – Warrington Division

Email – Andrew.Wallace@Cheshire.Pnn.Police.uk
Telephone – 01244 612620

Fax – 01244 612621
Parishioners Issues:-

Planning  Application 2005/05300

Parishioners viewed their concerns over the proposed planning application relating to land between Joy Lane and Wrights Lane, Burtonwood (proposed golf driving range including erection of two storey building, fencing, floodlighting and car parking.

It was noted that the Council were to object to this proposal on the grounds of issue of residential amenity, current greenbelt policies and that the application undermined the buffer zone already set up to protect the area from the Omega site.

Fly Tipping and Unsociable Behaviour

Parishioners viewed their concern over the fly tipping and unsociable behaviour currently occurring in Joy Lane / Wright Lane and Limekiln Lane, Burtonwood.

A Parishioner reported that the area was attracting men from all over the North West of England, it was noted that the area was being advertised on the internet.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that a scheme (a road traffic order) was currently being formulated with the Borough Council and English Partnerships who owned a proportion of the land in question. 

Mercer Street

Mr B Mason, a Parishioner attended to report on the nuisance of local youths gathering outside the Co-op store and the terrible state of the land belonging to the Parish Council opposite to the store.

The Committee noted the reply that had been received from Mr M Ellis, (Senior Operations Manager) but viewed that this matter should have been finalised a long time ago.

The Clerk reported that she had tried unsuccessfully to reach the Parish Council contractor used to clear the area, it was noted that she could not reach him on the phone and that she had wrote to him also.

Nuisance Youths in Burtonwood

Parishioners viewed their concern over the behaviour of local youths within the village. It was reported that there was nothing for the youths ‘to do’ and that this was the root of the problem, the Parishioners wanted to know why the local youth club had closed down.

The Clerk reported that the youth club was no longer held due to the youths not wanting to attend.

Parishioners requested that a Pod or a gathering area be placed on the recreation ground on Clay Lane, as this type of initiative had worked in other areas.

It was noted that the Parish Council would look at the costs and the options for a placement of a Pod after consultation with local youths.
Fir Tree Lane
A Parishioner reported that vehicles passing through Burtonwood Village for entrance on to the motorway were having difficulties as there was no signage and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that appropriate signs be placed  
Argos Wagons
Parishioners reported that Argos delivery vehicles were using the Burtonwood roads as a short cut when returning to base.

Councillor J Joyce reported that he had already contacted the Borough Council in reference to this problem and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council and to St Helens Council to requested that the already operational road traffic order is adhered to  
Broad Lane


A Parishioner reported on the litter and debris that was caught in the hedges and roadside on Broad Lane up to the St Helens Boundary and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the litter is picked and debris removed  
Collins Green

A Parishioner reported  on the excessive speed of vehicles traveling  through Collins Green, especially from Broad Lane to Fleet Lane and it was

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council and to the Chief Constable to request that this issue is remedied     

Gulliver’s World

A Parishioner reported on the unsociable behaviour that was occurring in the vicinity of Gulliver’s World. 
Mr M Basson stated that the driveway to the park had become a Lover’s Lane, the problem had started over two years ago but had become much worse over the last few months. 
It was noted that used contraceptives were to be found in the bushes attached to the Park and that his daughter could not even open her bedroom window. Mr Basson had reported this problem to the Police but he said that they had just laughed and had not taken his concerns seriously and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Chief Constable to request that this matter be investigated  

C80
Minutes of the Meeting (16 February 2005)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C81
Matters Arising

Nil
C82
Report of the Joint meeting of the Finance Sub Committee and Risk Assessment Sub Committee (16 March 2005)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor D Earl, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor J Higham, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T Rogers-Smith and it was  

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C82.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Cross. 

C82.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor T O’Neill declared an interest in item minute reference number C82.18 and took no part in any discussion or recommendation. 

C82.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Crosfields Under 15’s Rugby League Team – grant to be used for the development of the Team

Recommended that the Grant be declined
C82.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)

Nil


C82.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


K Tindall – Kingswood Repairs to window catches 


£   20.00

A Charlson – Kingswood Repairs to lights 



£    75.91

WBC – Inv. 844534873 – Xmas Trees 



£1066.90

United Utilities Water Rates – Kingswood 



£    94.05

James Co Assoc Ltd – Kingswood Toilets Repairs – Inv. 101
£1474.63

Gasforce – Pavilion Maintenance 




£  593.89

Parish Bookings Clerk – March 2005 Invoice


£  220.00

K Tindall – Pavilion Hedge Repair 




£  310.76

Inland Revenue – PAYE Jan, Feb, March 2005 


£1204.44  

Clerks Expenses Feb/March 2005 




£    64.43

S Smith Relief Caretaker – Kingswood 



£    95.00

WBC – Repairs to Play Equipment Collins Green Park

£  193.52

WBC – Emptying of Dog Bins (5) 




£1133.88

Recommended that the payments be made

C82.6
Monthly Accounts –  February 2005

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of February 2005 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C82.7
Bank Reconciliation 2004-2005
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of February 2005 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C82.8
Warrington Borough Council – Dog Waste Annual Contract 2005-2006
Recommended that the quotation to the value of £ 992.00 plus vat be accepted

C82.9
Kingswood Community Centre 

The Clerk reported that the Half Pints Nursery was in the process of being sold and that she had contacted the current proprietor to discuss the final payments from the group.
C82.10
Pavilion – Gasforce Annual Maintenance Contract

Recommended that the quotation to the value of £ 593.89 including vat be accepted

C82.11
Play Areas – Inspection Report

The Clerk reported that she had received the latest Inspection Reports from the Borough Council; the Committee noted that the works recommended had be ordered and completed.

C82.12
Risk Assessment

The Committee noted that the Clerk had nothing to report.
C82.13
Tractor 

Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had not been able to forward the matter of sourcing the cutting equipment needed for this year’s maintenance and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk place an order for a quotation with Mr D Norris  
C82.14Web Site

The Committee noted that the Clerk had nothing to report.
C82.15Any Other Business

C82.16Salaries 

The Clerk reported that the employee salaries were to rise by 2.95% as per the 3 year negotiated package. 

The Committee noted the new pay scales and conditions received from the National Association of Local Council.

C82.17
Fir Tree Lane Rugby Field - Lights
The Clerk reported on correspondence received from the Secretary of the Burtonwood Bulldogs Junior Rugby League Club, requesting the Parish Councils help in relation to the floodlights on the Fir Tree Lane pitches.

The Committee noted that there was currently a row of floodlights which provided a small amount of lighting for evening training through the winter and that the club felt that the lighting needed to be improved, possibly by doubling the 
number of lights on the existing posts.  

The Secretary requested the advice of the Parish Council on the practicality/regulations regarding matter and it was 

Recommended that the Clerk forward this matter 
C82.18
Burtonwood Mum’s and Tot’s Group

A request had been received from the Group concerning the use of the Pavilion in Burtonwood. 

It was noted that the Group was looking to use the building 4 mornings a week for an hour and a half, the Clerk reported that the building was free for hire as long as the users adhered to the Ofsted and Parish Council Regulations and Terms of Hire.
 C83
Planning Applications / Issues
C83.1
Declaration of Interest


It was noted that Councillor D Earl declared an interest in this item and took no part in any discussion or resolution. 

C83.2
Documents Received

3 General Correspondence

11 Domestic Planning Applications 

6 Non Domestic Planning Applications 

0 Prior Notification under Schedule2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning - (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)  


0 Notification of Withdrawal of Planning Application

5 Notices of Decision – Permission Granted 

3 Notices of Decision – Permission Refused 


0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation


1 Borough Council Development Control Agenda 


4 Ward Lists 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 

C83.3
Planning Application Reference 2005/05097 

Land adjacent to Alder Lane and Old Alder Lane, Burtonwood – Proposed construction of sand paddock for riding and schooling horses
No issues or objections 
C83.4
Planning Application Reference 2005/05111

5B Clay Lane – Burtonwood – Change of use from vacant hairdressers shop to Café/Sandwich Delicatessen
No issues or objections 
C83.5
Planning Application Reference 2005/05127
American Golf Discount Shop Centre, Westbrook – Proposed signage on building and detached monolith sign
No issues or objections 
C83.6
Planning Application Reference 2005/05275
Finger Post Farm, Burtonwood – Proposed conversion of barn to office accommodation
No issues or objections 
C83.7
Planning Application Reference 2004/4161
Site 16.1 Gemini Business Park, Westbrook – Proposed erection of 9 office buildings, consisting of 8 two storey office blocks and 1 three storey office block with associated parking, landscaping and services
No issues or objections 
C83.8
Planning Application Reference 2005/05300
Land between Joy Lane and Wrights Lane, Burtonwood – Proposed golf driving range including erection of two storey building, fencing, floodlights and car parking

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to inform them that the Committee wishes to object to this application on the grounds of 

(1) residential amenity;

(2) impact of additional traffic;

(3) current greenbelt planning policies; and 

(4) that the application undermined the buffer zone already set up to protect the area from the Omega site
C84
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 

(1)
Councillor B Long - Email

(2)
Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine

(3)
United Co-op Food Group – Notice of Intention to Apply for Liquor License 

(4)
The Standards Board for England - A Code for the Future  

(5)
WBC – Council Summons 28/02/05

(6)
WBC – Copy letter to Jordan Lee

(7)
CPRE – Notice of next meeting

(8)
Cheshire Constabulary – Invitation to Presentation – CSO’s

(9)
WBC – Meeting of the Council 28/02/05

(10)
WBC – Emptying of Dog Waste Loos

(11)
Berrymans Lace Mawer – Solicitors

(12)
WBC – Warrington Rights of Way Agenda

(13)
WBC – Licensing Act 2003

(14)
Co-op Food Group

(15)
Warrington Housing Association – Warrington Community         Accountancy Service  

(16)
Cheshire Police Authority – New Requirement on Police Records

(17)
Cheshire Police Authority – On the Grapevine

(18)
WBC – Parish Council Training Event – Development Control - 19 March 2005

(19)
Countryside Voice – Spring 2005

(20)
Defra – Partnership in Rolling Out Broadband to Rural Communities

11/03/05 Campaign to Protect Rural England – Fieldwork March 2005

(21)
WBC – Parish Council Training Event 19 March 2005 – Change of Venue

(22)
Cheshire Planning Forum – Next meeting of the Forum

(23)
Cheshire Police – PC John Forster – Email

(24)
Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine Extra

Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received

C84.1
 United Co-op Food Group – Notice of intention to apply for Liquor License (Item No. 3 refers)


The Committee noted the correspondence relating to the Notice of Intention to Apply for Transfer of a Justices Licence, for the sale of intoxicating liquor of all descriptions for consumption off the premises.

The Committee viewed their serious concerns given the ongoing problems with the Store over the sale of intoxicating liquor to young local youths. 

C84.2 Warrington Borough Council – Emptying of Dog Waste Loos (No. 10 refers)


Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported that the Dog Waste bins were often very full and dog walkers were not able to use the facility and it was

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the bins are emptied more frequently     

C84.3
 United Co-op Food Group – Waste Material – Mercer Street - Burtonwood (Item No. 14 refers)


The Clerk reported on the recent correspondence received from the Store, the letter stated that a member of the Property Management Team had been trying for some time to progress the matter. 
Mr Ellis (Senior Operations Manager) understood the delay had been due to a number of legal aspects regarding the ownership of land and rights of access and until these matters were resolved the compound could not be forwarded.

The Committee noted that the current initiative set in place was to ensure that frequent collections of both recyclable and non-recyclable waste matters along with daily litter patrols outside the Store were completed.    

C85     Any Other Business

C85.1
Councillor J Joyce reported that the Borough Councils gritter bucket had suddenly vanished from the corner of Chapel Lane and Farmers Lane and it was


Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to inform them of the mysterious disappearance and to request that the item is replaced 
C85.2
Councillor P Hamel requested further information regarding the positioning of the new Bus lay by in St David’s Drive, Callands and it was 

Resolved that the Chairman liaise with Nigel Feathem of Warrington Borough Transport and Councillor P Hamel to further the matter

C86
Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C86.1
Berrymans Lace Mawer 


The Clerk reported on correspondence that had been received from the above named solicitors. 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor E Coop            







(Chairman)
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