BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 16 November 2005 at 7.30 pm
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C51
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Coop, Councillor G Cross, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor S Hamel, and J Guthrie.

C52
Parishioners Issues
Members of the Burtonwood Tenants and Residents Association attended the meeting to request that certain issues be considered. The main concern of the group was the lack of amenities for local youths. The residents put forward suggestions for siting a skate board park and the funding necessary, it was noted that the areas in question was, the enclosed land behind the former Burtonwood Youth Club and the land adjoining the Borough Council play area on Chapel Lane. 

It was reported that the funding required was to be gained from a successful application from the Coalfields Community Trust.

The Group were informed of the many initiatives over the years that the Parish Council had unsuccessfully tried to obtain. 
Councillor T O’Neill reported on £200,000 of funding that he could have obtained but had been lost due to local residents objections. He advised the Group of a Regeneration Funding Roadshow that was scheduled to meet in the Burtonwood Catholic Club the following Tuesday, it was noted that he would help the Group in any way that he could.

Councillor J Joyce reported that he was to put a bid together for the renewal of play equipment for the area and that this idea could also be linked with the renewals.

Resolved that Councillor J Higham be the liaison Officer on behalf of the Parish Council and the Residents Association  

C53
Community Support Officers - Presentation
Community Support Officers Natalie Giles and Cath Arkin were introduced to the Committee by Police Constable Lyndsey Travis.

The Committee noted that Community Support Officer Cath Arkin had been in her position for two years her areas of duty covered Whitecross, Bewsey and Dallam. It was reported that her aim was to be highly visible and to maintain contact with the local community and schools. It was noted that she had attended meetings with the Community Safety Team and had arranged meetings with the Community Action Team working with Multi Agencies, building up a good rapport with local business and the local community.

The Committee noted that Community Support Officer Natalie Giles had been in her position from April, her areas of duty covered Sankey South and Whittle Hall, it was reported that her working day began with a briefing at Sankey Police Station, which was then followed by lots of foot patrols, she had attended businesses and schools to give presentations. It was noted that the evening patrols were in the hotspot areas, any problems were then reported to the Police for them to take the appropriate action. Natalie reported that she saw her role as a reassurance to the public and to reduce the fear of crime.

Police Constable Lyndsey Travis ended the session by adding that the Community Support Officer role was mainly to reduce the anti social (nuisance youth / nuisance parking) element in the community and for the Police to detect and prevent crime.

Councillor T Cross questioned whether statistics had been collated to warrant provision of the Support Officers; P.C. Travis reported that she had no knowledge of such a report.

Resolved that the Council consider the costing of a Community Support Officer at the January 2006 Finance Budget meeting, it was noted that there was also a need to take into account the forthcoming Police amalgamation issue
The Chairman thanked Lyndsey, Cath and Natalie for attending the meeting.     

C54
Community Police 

Police Constable Lyndsey Travis was in attendance and reported on the following items:

· the Pub Watch Scheme – relatively successful – now need to hold talk with the Borough Councils Licensing Officer
· issues of anti social behaviour in Burtonwood and Westbrook
Councillors Issues

Councillor J Joyce reported that a white Mondeo had been parked in the Sharan Way vicinity for some time and requested that this vehicle be checked out as residents thought it had been stolen and left there, this was noted by PC Travis.

Councillor B Long questioned P.C. Travis as to the number of calls logged complaining about fireworks; she reported that no additional calls had been logged.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that the joint Parish Councillor / Community Police surgeries were to commence again after a short break, it was noted that the surgeries were to be held every third Saturday in the month at 11.30 am in the library situated in Burtonwood.  

Parishioners Issues
Mr. M Basson of Cabot Close reported that he had contacted the Police on many occasions in reference to unacceptable behaviour in the trees and bushes behind his fence, PC Travis said she was unaware of this problem and that she would put this in her hotspot book to target later.  
C55
Minutes of the Meeting (19 October 2005)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C56
Matters Arising

C56.1
Temporary Speed Restriction – Westbrook Way (Minute C50.2 Refers)
Councillor B Long requested that the current temporary restriction of 30 mph be implemented after the 18 month plan of improvements were completed and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the 30 mph speed limit be fixed permanently
 C57
Report of the Finance Sub Committee (19 October 2005)
The Chairman reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T Cross (Councillor T Cross substituted for Councillor P Hamel) and it was  

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C57.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor P Hamel.

C57.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that no declarations of interest were forwarded.

C57.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Nil
C57.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)

Nil

C57.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

Grant - Burtonwood Bulldogs (October 2005)


£  250.00

Grant - Air Ambulance (October 2005)



£    50.00

T Noble – Room Bookings Clerk – November 2005 Invoice
£  270.00

T Noble – Room Bookings Clerk – December 2005 Invoice

£  220.00


D Platt Landscapes Ltd – Inv S5520 Refurbish Gang Mower 
£4230.00
 


C Terry – Landscaping March 2005 Invoice 



£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping April 2005 Invoice 



£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping May 2005 Invoice 



£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping June 2005 Invoice



£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping July 2005 Invoice 



£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping August 2005 Invoice 


£  300.00


C Terry – Landscaping September 2005 Invoice 


£  300.00


Berrymans Lace Mawer – Solicitors Vat Invoice 


£  180.91


Hacker Young – External Audit 2004/2005 



£  434.75


S Smith Relief Caretaker Kingswood Sept 05 


£  320.00


S Smith Relief Caretaker Expenses Sept/Oct  05 


£    51.39


S Smith Relief Caretaker Kingswood Oct 05 


£  540.00


Groundwork Mersey Valley Inv. GMV282 



£1765.50 


Business Classic Collection Inv 001235 Bookmarks


£  655.06


T Noble Holiday Relief for Clerk – October 2005 Invoice

£  150.00


Clerk Expenses Sept/Oct/Nov 2005 




£  336.98


K Tindall - Painting Kingswood Windows & Fascia 
 
£  785.67


The Forshaw Thanks Giving Trust 


 

£1000.00


Miracle Play & Design Inv 1166 2nd Payment for works to date     £20460.14


D Norris Half Year Grounds Maintenance Invoice 


£1720.00 


St Philips CE Aided Primary School  Xmas Donation  

£  100.00


Miracle Play & Design Inv 1166 3rd Payment 
                       £ 2273.34


this cheque will be held as retention until work is finally completed

C57.6
Monthly Accounts – September / October 2005

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the months of September and October 2005 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C57.7
Bank Reconciliation 2005-2006
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of October 2005 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C57.8
Hacker Young – External Audit 2004-2005

The Clerk reported that a clean report had been received for the annual return for the year to 31 March 2005. The Committee noted that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been displayed and the Statement of Assurance would be sent back to the auditors as requested.

C57.9
Kingswood Centre


The Committee noted the following:-

· the external painting had now been completed

· the waste recycling contained was to be replaced with a smaller sized unit  

· the caretaker would be going on holiday for two week from Friday, 18 November, Mr. S Smith would be taking over Mr. B Gilbert duties in his absence

· it had not been possible to re-site the dog waste bin from either Westbrook Crescent or Kingswood Road to the piece of land opposite the Community Centre and it was
Recommended that the Clerk place an order to purchase a new bin and to have it sited opposite to the Community Centre

C57.10
Pavilion

It Committee noted the following:-

· new sets of keys had been cut to access the Pavilion

· the gatekeeper had returned from his sick leave

· that the lamp nearest to the Pavilion had been vandalised and had been rocked out of its concrete foundations, it was reported that the Clerk had ordered the emergency repairs necessary 

C57.11
Forshaw Thanks Giving Trust


The Committee noted that the presentation will be taking place at 2.00 pm on Thursday 17 November 2005, it was reported that Burtonwood Community Primary School had kindly agreed to hold the event and the four other Parish Schools had also been invited.

C57.12
Burtonwood 400 Celebration

The Committee noted that the order for the bookmarks had been placed and that they were due for delivery on 23/24 November 2005, it was reported that Councillor T Rogers-Smith would distribute them to the Schools in the Parish area.
C57.13
Christmas Tree Order 2005 / Carol Service
The Clerk reported that she had now placed the order for the Christmas Trees with the Borough Council and that she was liaising with the village schools regarding their concert at the switching on of the lights at the Burtonwood village tree on Friday, 9 December at 6.00 pm. 

It was noted by the Committee that refreshments would be served from 6.00 pm at St Michaels Hall, and that unfortunately the Warrington Guardian Newspaper could not attend this year to cover the event due to their photographers not working after 5.00pm and it was 

Recommended that the Parish Council provide the refreshments to be served at St Michaels Hall and that the Clerk arrange with the Warrington Guardian a photo shoot of the Christmas Tree in the afternoon of the 9th December 2005   

C57.14
Play Areas – Inspection Report
A quotation for repairs and a report from the Borough Council had been received for the inspection of the Pavilion and the Collins Green play areas and it was

Recommended that the report be accepted and an order for the works be placed immediately 

C57.15
New Play Area Unit

The Clerk reported to the Committee that the installation had not gone to plan with regards to the completion date and that this had been due to the weather. It was noted that the reinstatement of the area was not to her satisfaction and that an area of the safety surfacing needed to be replaced, it was further noted that the Clerk was to have a site inspection with the managing director of Miracle Design and Play the following day to schedule the rectifying of the above points and it was 

Recommended that 10% of the final invoice received be held as a retention until the works were completed to satisfaction

C57.16
Conduct of Business During December 2005 (Christmas Recess)
It was recommended that the Chairman’s discretion to make payments be £500 during the recess and until the January 2005 meeting

C57.17
Any Other Business
C57.18Burtonwood Bulldogs – Additional Field Lighting
The Clerk reported on an email received from the Burtonwood Bulldogs regarding the insufficient flood lighting at Fir Tree Lane Pitches and to request that the Parish Council aid the Team to acquire a changing area for the players. It was noted that a quotation had been sought for additional lighting and a meeting had been set up with an Officer of the Borough Council regarding the Burtonwood Community Centre and it was 
Recommended that the necessary funding required to provide additional lighting to the ground at Fir Tree Lane be discussed at the January budget setting meeting of the Committee
C57.19Burtonwood Bridge – Ladies Team

The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Tom Cunningham, who had been approached by some girls/ladies to start a Woman's section of the club, it was noted that about 16 girls had expressed an interested, Mr Cunningham was now looking for permission to let them train on Wednesday night starting at 7pm-8:30 pm, and it was 

Recommended that they be allowed to train on the field on a trial basis, complying with the Parish Councils terms and conditions, by completing an application form and showing proof of the teams insurance cover, this proof would need to be viewed before the team would be allowed to use the facility, also the team would be allowed to use the facility free of charge until the start of the next financial year, providing the above is to the Parish Councils satisfaction
C57.20Bidding for Play Equipment

Councillor J Joyce requested permission to put a bid in to Wren to renew the play equipment at the Collins Green play area and to security fence the Collins Green site and the Pavilion site off, he also wanted to incorporate additional funding for a skate boarding area and it was
Recommend that permission be granted

C58
Report of the meeting of the Planning Sub Committee (16 November  2005) 

Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor J Higham and Councillor T Rogers-Smith, and it was

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C58.1
Apologies


Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross.

C58.2
Declarations of Interest


It was noted that no interests were declared in this item.

C58.3
Documents Received

4 General Correspondence Items


3 Domestic Planning Applications


3 Non Domestic Planning Applications

0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

1 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

7 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

1 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

1 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

1 WBC Development Control Agenda

3 Ward Lists

Recommended that the Committee noted the documents received.

C58.4
Issues/Objections
The Planning Sub Committee viewed concerns regarding application 2005/06672. 

Application Reference Number 2005/06672
The Parish Council had issues with this planning application regarding the actual siting of the new gates as it was thought that the most appropriate siting would be nearer to the access roundabout, and it was 

Recommended that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to object to the planning application on the grounds of residential amenity

C59
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

(1) Callands Community Primary School – Invitation acceptance

(2) Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine

(3) Tom Cunningham – Burtonwood Bridge 

(4) Warrington CVS – Valuing the unpaid professionals

(5) Wigan Council – Draft Statement of Community Involvement

(6) Cheshire Police Authority – Warrington Police Forum

(7) WBC – Mobile Library Review

(8) WBC – Westbrook Way Structural Maintenance Notification of Project

(9) Cheshire County Playing Fields Association – Annual Report

(10) Cheshire Community Council – Defra Interim Parish Plan Scheme

(11) WBC – Warrington Local Transport Plan 2 – 2006/2011 Consultation Event


(12)SLCC – Cheshire Branch Agenda 12/11/05

(13)WBC – Council Summons 07/11/05

(14)WBC – Statement of Community Involvement

(15)WBC – Funding Roadshow

(16)Email – Gail Wroth – Pavilion Play Area

(17)WBC – Environmental Health – In the Community 

(18)WBC – Email – Lesley Brewin – Burtonwood Community Centre

(19)Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine 

(20)WBC – Council Summons

(21)WBC – Paper Recycling Bin

(22)Cheshire Rural Transport Partnership

(23)Cheshire Training Partnership

(24)WBC – The Warrington UDP – Further Proposed Developments

(25)Peter Edwards – Email – Lowering Speed Limits

(26)Miracle Play and Design – Work to be finalised

Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received

59.1
Gail Wroth – New Installation - Pavilion (Item No. 16 Refers)


Resolved that the Clerk write a suitable reply to Mrs. Wroth

59.2
Peter Edwards - Lowering Speed Limits (Item No. 25 Refers)

The Clerk reported on an email received from Mr. P Edwards requesting that a lower speed limit of 30 mph be set on Farmers Lane and Tan House Lane, Burtonwood and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Highways Agency and the Borough Council request that a lower speed limit be set 

C60
Any Other Business

C60.1
Councillor B Long reported that Asda delivery lorries were parking on the main road as they were waiting for clearance to offload, it was noted that a procedure of appointments had been put in place, but this was obviously being ignored and it was 
Resolved that the Clerk write to Asda and to the Development Control Department of the Borough Council to advised them of this infringement  

C60.2
Councillor D Orr reported that stretches of Clay Lane leading into Burtonwood village had been flooded and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this situation is remedied
C60.3
Councillor E Coop reported that the path leading to the Green Bridge in Burtonwood was deep with wet leaves and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk have these leaves removed

C60.4
Councillor T O’Neill reported that the first round of the Coalfield Communities Regeneration program had started, it was noted that local groups had secured funding:- 


Burtonwood AMADS 

£4000

St Michaels Church Council

£3300
Burtonwood Play Group

£1500

Burtonwood Environmental Group 
£5000

Councillor O’Neill also reported that the Burtonwood Environmental Group with the money that they had obtained were looking into the option of CCTV, this was to protect the areas from anti social behaviour and fly tipping, it was noted that in the next round of bids an application for £40,000 was being requested to improve the footpaths and pathways in the Burtonwood and Collins Green area 

C60.5
Councillor D Orr reported that traffic calming measures were needed on many of the Westbrook roads especially Kingswood Road and Tourney Green and it was

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that traffic calming measures are put in place   
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor E Coop             
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