BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 16 February 2005 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





T Noble – Bookings Clerk





Mr. and Mrs. B Mason - Parishioner 




Police Constable J Forster 

C68
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Coop, Councillor D Earl, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor B Long and Councillor P Wilde.
C69
Community Police

Police Constable J Forster reported on the following:-

That no Officer attended the last joint surgery or last Parish Council meeting as Sgt. Lowe was not aware of any prior commitment and that for the foreseeable future, Officers would not be in attendance unless there was a specific urgent matter and that this withdrawal of attendance was due to staffing issues.    

P.C. Forster requested that items of concern for the Parish Council or Parishioners could be emailed or telephoned through on the details listed below:-
P.C. 2828 John Forster

Cheshire Constabulary – Warrington Division

Email – John.Forster@Cheshire.Pnn.Police.uk
Telephone – 01244 612620

Fax – 01244 612622

P.C. 4029 Andrew Wallace 

Cheshire Constabulary – Warrington Division

Email – Andrew.Wallace@Cheshire.Pnn.Police.uk
Telephone – 01244 612620

Fax – 01244 612622

Burtonwood Issues
17 crimes had been committed 

Nuisance youths outside the Co-op Store 

Youth arrested over graffiti

Doctors surgery had suffered damaged to premises

Youths gathering in the garden of the High Trees Community House

Westbrook/Callands Issues   
No information forwarded

Parishioners Issues
Mr B Mason produced photographs and reported on the nuisance of local youths gathering outside the Co-op store and the terrible state of the land belonging to the Parish Council opposite to the store.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that the rubbish on the Council land was from the Co-op Store and that the Co-op had two years ago promised to build a caged compound to house their waste securely, but that this had never been done. The Committee noted that a new manager was now in position and it was hoped that this compound would now be erected.  

Resolved that the Clerk write to 
(1) the new manager of the Co-op store to request that the waste housing be erected immediately,
(2) that the land opposite be cleared by the Parish Council contractor,

(3) write to the manager of the High Trees Community House to request that future gatherings of youths on their premises be dispersed, and 

(4) to the Chief Constable to forward the Councils views on the Polices’ new policy of non attendance at meetings   
C70
Minutes of the Meeting (19 January 2005)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C71
Matters Arising

C71.1
Change of Use of Industrial Units (Minute C66.4 Refers)

The Committee noted that no reply had been received from the Borough Council and it was 

Resolved that Councillor T O’Neill forward this matter with the appropriate Borough Council Officer

C72
Report of the Joint meeting of the Finance Sub Committee and Risk Assessment Sub Committee (16 February 2005)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Cross, Councillor J Higham, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T Rogers-Smith and it was  

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C72.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor D Earl and Councillor P Hamel. 
C72.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor T Rogers-Smith declared an interest in item minute reference number C72.9 and took no part in any discussion or recommendation. 

C72.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations
St Paul of the Cross Parents and Toddler Group – grant to be used to fund toys and equipment

Recommended Grant Award £ 75.00
C72.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)

Zurich Insurance Company 2005-2006 



£ 2322.91


C72.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

Viking Direct Reissue of lost cheqs Invoice 601908 


£  636.73


Alan Charlson Electrical Invoice 229


 

£    93.18

Room Bookings Clerk - February Invoice 



£  220.00

Mr M Worsley – Ditch Clearing Invoice 121



£1468.75

Viking Direct Invoice 870546 Kingswood Fridge 


£  119.79

Warrington Door Specialists.– Kingswood Invoice 6979

£2729.52 

Door Repair Services – Pavilion - Invoice 16926 


£  455.90

Fingershield Safety UK – Kingswood – Invoice 7721 

£  697.96 

ABM Security Systems Ltd – Kingswood 



£  117.50

Royal Mail Group – Postage Invoice 1100033247 


£    66.92

S Smith – Weekend Caretaker – Kingswood 



£  195.00

Clerks Expenses (January/February 2005)



£    44.44

Recommended that the payments be made
C72.6
Monthly Accounts –  January 2005
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of January 2005 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C72.7
Bank Reconciliation 2004-2005
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of January 2005 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C72.8
Financial Regulations / Standing Orders 

The Clerk reported that the amendments had now completed to the Parish Councils Financial Regulations / Standing Orders and it was 

Recommended that the CIPFA Financial Regulations be accepted, with the exception of the amended items listed below;

(1)
a budget should be submitted to the Council no later than January in each year to allow the precept to be set for the following year,

(2)
item 5.1 - two accounts shall be maintained at the bank, a reserve account and a current account, the Council will not hold a specific “Payroll” account,

(3)
item 5.3 – cheques and bank authorisations will be signed by the Clerk and two Councillors.

(4)
item 6.1 - the Council will not operate any Petty Cash System,

(5)
item 11.1 (b) – expenditure exceeding £2,500 in net value – estimates will be obtained from 3 firms unless a regular contractor is undertaking the work,

(6)
no individual Councillor may agree to expenditure with the exception of the Chairman who may use his/her discretion for payments up to £500, and 

(7)
the Clerk to the Council can be appointed as The Responsible Finance Officer

C72.9
Kingswood Community Centre 
The Clerk reported on the following items:-

(a) the replacement front doors had now been completed,

(b) the repairs to the ladies toilet had now been completed,

(c) the new fridge had been purchased and the old one had been disposed of,

(d) the fingershields had now been fitted to all doors,

(e) the main hall user was now under new management,

(f) the weekend caretaker was to raise his fee from 1 April 2005.

The Committee noted the above

The Committee noted that the Clerk had received a contract to sign from Slimming World but would have to clarify some of the wording with the Area Manager before the document could be signed.

The Committee noted that the Clerk had received a request to stage an                    International Sleepover from the Girl Guides and it was 

Recommended that permission be granted   

The Committee noted that the Clerk had removed unauthorised material from the notice board and it was

Recommended that only the hall user groups be allowed to display their information 
C72.10
Pavilion / Burtonwood
The Clerk reported on the following items:-

(a) the damaged roller door at the Pavilion had been repaired,

(b) the ditch adjacent to the Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitch had been cleared,

(c) the Environment Agency Inspector had visited the site (Fir Tree Lane      Rugby Pitch) as requested and recommended that the manhole inflow pipe be repositioned to allow the water to drain adequately, and 
(d) Cromwell Athletic JFC had requested that the Pavilion football pitch be remarked, but they had been informed that the other pitch user dealt with this matter 

The Committee noted the above

C72.11
Play Areas – Inspection Report
The Clerk reported that she had received the latest Inspection Reports from the Borough Council; the Committee noted that the works recommended had be ordered and completed.

C72.12
Risk Assessment

The Clerk reported on the Parish Councils Risk Assessment Plan, the Committee noted that Mr P Grundy recommended the following to the Council,

(a) that the Health and Safety Policy document be adopted formally and should be signed and dated by the Chairman,

(b) the Policy should be regularly reviewed and its arrangements developed,

(c) to ensure that the Council fulfils its obligations and to assist with complying with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, a programme of training will be delivered to all employees that the Policy affects,
(d) that the Council is made aware of Health and Safety requirements; this could  be achieved by a foundation course in Health and Safety (CIEH) and that the Risk Assessment Sub Committee is trained in the Risk Assessment process,
(e) all employees should be trained so they are aware of the hazards/risks and the          control measures put into place, so they can work in a safe and healthy way in   their particular job roles enabling them to follow the requirements of the    Council’s Health and Safety Policy and its procedures, and 
(f) regular Health and Safety inspections of the Council’s estate should be   undertaken and reports made to the Council to assist in the formulation of action   plans.

Mr Grundy recommended to the Council the following training courses be considered for employees;

· Health and Safety Induction, Introduction to the Safety Policy

· Safer moving and Handling

· Fire Awareness  / Fire Warden

· Selection, Inspection and use of steps, ladders and work equipment

· Risk Assessment, including control of Substances Hazardous to Health

· Safety Representatives Duties and Responsibilities

Specialist Courses

· Herbicides and Pesticides

· First Aid

The Committee noted the report and it was recommended that the above be accepted
C72.13
Groundwork Mersey Valley 
The Clerk confirmed that this year’s costs would be £1500 to fund the second cut of pathways 28, 30, 33, 34, and 52 in Burtonwood. It was noted by the Committee that the pathways were always cut in the earlier part of the year and this was funded by the Borough Council.
C72.14Web Site
The Clerk reported that the web site had been updated from the time of the last meeting of the Parish Council and that more work on the site was necessary and it was 

Recommended that this work be completed 
C72.15Any Other Business

C72.16Christmas Tree Lights 

Councillor J Joyce reported that most of the existing lights had been vandalised or had suffered storm damage and it was

Recommended that an order be placed for new ones 

C72.17
Compensation
The Clerk reported that she had received a further cheque to the value of £5.00 for the criminal damage that a vandal had caused to the new safety surfacing the previous summer. 
The Committee noted the report 
C73
Planning Applications / Issues
C73.1
Declaration of Interest


It was noted that no interests were declared in this item. 

C73.2
Documents Received

2 General Correspondence

3 Domestic Planning Applications 

1 Non Domestic Planning Application 

0 Prior Notification under Schedule2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning - (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)  


1 Notification of Withdrawal of Planning Application
6 Notices of Decision – Permission Granted 

1 Notices of Decision – Permission Refused 


1 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation

2 Borough Council Development Control Agenda 


4 Ward Lists 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 
C73.3
Planning Application Reference 2004/04703 
The Committee noted that the proposed planning application for the extension to the existing Asda store within the Westbrook District Centre had been refused permission under delegated powers. 

C74
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 
(1)
Great Sankey Parish Council – Councillor Training 
(2)
WBC – Roundabout – Westbrook Way By Seven Woods

(3)
WBC – Briefing Session – Regeneration Scheme 

(4)
The Playing Field

(5)
Email – WBC Lighting Columns in Aberdare Close

(6)
Email – Cllr P Walker – Police Issues

(7)
Email – Cllr J Joyce – PCT

(8)
CPRE – News Letter

(9)
Warrington Partnership – Community Strategy: Warrington Towards Tomorrow

(10)
Cheshire Rural Partnership Conference – Tatton Park

(11)
Groundwork Mersey Valley – Email E Ritchie – Burtonwood Pathways

(12)
Burtonwood 400 – Service of Celebration – Sunday 13/02/05

(13)
SLCC Agenda

(14)
WBC – Summer Play Scheme Application

(15)
Davies Ridgeway – Rugby Pitch

(16)
WBC – Parish Council Training Event – 19 March 2005 

(17)
Cromwell Athletic JFC – Pavilion Pitch

(18)
Cheshire Police Authority – Warrington Police Forum – Change of Venue

(19)
Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine – January 2005

(20)
Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Training Seminars

(21)
Cheshire Police Authority – Warrington Police Forum 2005/2006

(22)
WBC – Correspondence to Jordan Lee – Skate Board Area

(23)
Royal Mail – Change to Postal Rates

(24)
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Two Discussion Documents

(25)
Defra – Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Bill

C74.1
WBC – Correspondence to Jordan Lee – Skate Board Area (Item No. 22 refers)


The Committee noted the response from the Borough Council to Jordan Lee’s letter and petition requesting a skate board area within Burtonwood. 
The Council applauded Jordan’s initiative and the concept of the skate board area and viewed their support for young people. It was noted that at the present time the Parish Council did not have an existing site for the requested area, but would keep this idea in mind for the future. 
C75
Date Setting for Annual Parish Assembly

Resolved that the date for the Annual Parish Assembly be 20 April 2005

C76
Date Setting for Annual General Meeting


Resolved that the date for the Annual General Meeting be 18 May 2005
Any Other Business

Nil
C77
Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C77.1
Davies Ridgeway Solicitors 
The Clerk reported on correspondence that had been received from Davies Ridgeway Solicitors. 
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor E Coop            







(Chairman)

    


      
16 March 2005
5
9

