BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 19 May 2004 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





T Noble – Bookings Clerk





Sgt. J Buckley





Mr I Williams - WBC Street Scene




Mr P Chadwick – WBC Street Scene





Mr T Kirwin – Woodland Officer, Woodland Trust




Mr C Jolliffe - Parishioner

C109
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor E Coop, Councillor J Coop, Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor T Marsland, Councillor L Kilshaw and Councillor S Hamel.
C110
Warrington Borough Council – Street Scene
The Committee received a report from Mr I Williams and Mr P Chadwick representatives of the Borough Council, detailing the back ground and the current work of the Street Scene initiative. 

It was reported that The Best Value Waste Management Review 2001 and the Outdoor Sports and Recreation Best Value Review 2002 identified the benefits of introducing a Street Scene approach.
Scheme Implementation
The proposal to introduce a pilot street scene scheme was approved by the Borough Council in early 2002 and a Pilot Scheme was implemented in August 2002. 

The Pilot Scheme provided a new approach of combining both Grounds Maintenance and Street Cleansing Services staff in a multi-skilling initiative to provide a more holistic and responsive customer focused service delivery.

In May 2003, approval was given for the Street Scene initiative to be expanded across the Borough on a ward by ward basis to Orford, Hulme, Poplars, Poulton North, and Fairfield/Howley. The Street Scene initiative for all the remaining wards was implemented on the 1st April 2004.

Primary Activities:

Manual de-littering of all hard surface areas (footpaths and communal areas)

Manual de-littering of all soft landscaped areas (grassed and shrub areas)

Mechanical grass cutting

Manual/Mechanical sweeping of hard surfaces

Shrub maintenance (pruning)

Weed control (seasonal)

Leaf clearance (seasonal)

Bulky waste removal

Clearance of fly-tipped waste

Graffiti/fly posting removal/cleaning

Outcome

The provision of a Street Scene/Neighbourhood Service approach is seen as best practice and clearly encourages and fosters public pride in the local environment, and the initiative had identified a number of outcome improvements.
A reduction in red tape and bureaucracy

Maximisation of scales of economy

Provision of a more focused and responsive service delivery

Creation of increased employee pride

Development of public awareness and civic pride

Increased efficiency and effectiveness of service provision

Further development of the Council’s Partnership Approach

The Committee thanked Mr Williams and Mr Chadwick for their attendance and informative presentation. It was noted that anyone wishing to contact the street scene team should contact the Borough Council on Warrington (01925) 443000.
C111
Woodland Trust
The Committee received a presentation from Mr Tim Kirwin a representative of the Woodland Trust, detailing the background, the current work and the future plans of the organisation.
The Organisation
Founded in 1972
The Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity

It plants half a million trees every year

Currently restoring over 100 ancient woodland sites

Have over 115,000 members

Protects more than 1100 woods

Facts
The UK is one of Europe’s least wooded countries

Ancient woodland is home to more threatened species than any other habitat in the UK

Half of the ancient broadleaved woodland that had survived until the 1930s has now been lost

85 per cent of ancient woodland has no legal designation to protect it from outside threats

Vision 
No further loss of ancient woodland 

The variety of woodland wildlife restored and improved

An increase in new native woodland

An increase in people’s awareness and enjoyment of woodland
The Committee thanked Mr Kirwin for his attendance and informative presentation.
C112
Community Police

Sgt J Buckley reported on the following items and issues: -

1. Incident concerning 2 Japanese Akito dogs on 18/05/04, the Committee noted that the dogs had now been impounded and they were not likely to be returned to their keepers. Sgt. Buckley requested that any further information should be reported to the incident desk on telephone number 01244 612620.  

2. Trial bike menace.
3. Fly tipping.

4. Complaints regarding the Co-op Store in Burtonwood.

5. Vehicle Crime figures compared with last year. 

6. Police / Parish Council surgery.

  
Councillors Issues

Councillor J Joyce reported on complaints that he had received regarding gypsies breaking into domestic premises around the Falconers Green area. It was reported that garden furniture had been stolen, external garden taps had been used and areas had been used as toilets. It was noted that the Borough Council were now taking this issue more seriously, they were looking to trace vacant landlord and making vacant premises more secure. It was noted that in certain areas in Callands trenches around unsecured ground had been dug.
Councillor T Cross reported on incidents concerning a man stopping vehicles close to the Old Hall County Primary School vicinity. It was noted that upon stopping passing motorists the man then proceeded to get into the vehicles and requested that he be taken to Asda. Although it was thought that the individual concerned was ‘harmless’, he had scared the occupants; Sgt. Buckley reported that she would make further inquiries at the local care homes situated in the area.       

Councillor G Cross and Mr C Jolliffe, a resident of Cardigan Close reported on a series of incidents involving youths riding high powered trial bikes on public pathways and fields in the area. It was noted that Mr Jolliffe had reported an incident to the Police and the Borough Council on the previous weekend. It was noted that a dog had been injured and Mr Jolliffe’s daughter had nearly been injured by these illegal riders. Sgt. Buckley requested that all information on this matter be reported so that the riders could be traced, cautioned and in some cases the bikes could then be confiscated, and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk be requested to write to the Borough Council to request that this matter be dealt with due to it being a serious community safety issue      
C113
Minutes of the Meeting (21 April 2004)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C114
Matters Arising

C114.1Callands Shopping Centre (Minute C104.10 Refers)


The Committee noted that the work to upgrade the bollards was soon to be completed.

C115
Report of the Finance Sub Committee (19 May 2004)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor T Cross, Councillor G Cross, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor P Hamel 

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C115.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor E Coop and Councillor J Guthrie.
C115.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor T Cross declared in interest in item C115.3 (Grant application - Warrington Association for Special Children) and took no part in the discussion or recommendation. 

C115.3
Applications for Grant

Warrington Association for Special Children - grant to be used for providing play scheme for 15 children with special needs within in the Parish area

Recommended Grant Award £150.00
PTFA for Burtonwood County Primary and St Paul of the Cross Primary School - grant to be used for 4th Annual Football Game   

Recommended Grant Award £ 180.00 


C115.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


No payments had been paid between meetings of the Council.
C115.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

United Utilities Water PLC (Kingswood 1999-2005)

£  742.12

A Charlson Repairs to Kingswood Centre



£  547.40

A Charlson Repairs to Burtonwood Pavilion & Rugby Pitch

£  516.06

A Riley Accounts – April 2004 Invoice 



£  100.00

Bookings Clerk - May 2004 Invoice




£  220.00

Freepost Top Up 






£    50.00

WBC – Half Yearly Charge Removal of Waste (Kingswood)
£  251.43

CPRE - Annual Subscription 





£    25.00

Swinton Colonnade – Annual Tractor Insurance 2004

£  469.31

Clerks Back Pay 2002/03 and 2003/04 



£1492.33

Clerks Salary May 2004 





£  644.59

Clerks Expenses May 2004
 




£  145.70

A Riley – End of Year Accounts (2003/2004)


£  210.00

C115.6
Monthly Accounts April 2004
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of April 2004 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C115.7
Bank Reconciliation 2004-2005
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of April 2004 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C115.8 Annual Accounts 2003 – 2004

The Clerk presented an Annual Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2004 showing the carried forward balance and it was

Recommended that the accounts be signed and accepted 

C115.9 Asset Register

The Clerk produced a report detailing the assets of the Parish Council as at 31 March 2004, and it was

Recommended that the report be accepted and that the Clerk be requested to acquire an up to date valuation of the Pavilion and the Kingswood Centre acreage
C115.10Council Tax – Kingswood Centre
The Clerk reported that after consultation with the Borough Council it was found that no relief would be awarded, and it was

Recommended that the Clerk agree a scheme of payments with the Borough Council to cover financial Years 2003 and 2004 as the two invoices for payment had been received in the month prior 
C116
Planning Applications / Issues

C116.1
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor G Cross declared in interest in this item and took no part in any discussions or resolutions made. 

C116.2
Documents Received

10 Domestic Planning Applications 

1 Non Domestic Planning Application 

1 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development Order) 1995  
9 Notice of Decisions – Permission Granted 

1 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation 


4 Ward Lists 

C116.3Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation 
Reference 203/1868 - Land facing Asda Store, East Side of Cromwell Avenue, Westbrook. Proposed Vodafone installation – 12 metre lamp post style telecommunications mast with 2 ground based cabins and ancillary equipment, and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council and the Planning Inspectorate to support the Parish Councils initial letter of objection to this application 

C117
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the same be noted

22/04/04 Zurich Municipal – Annual Health and Safety Local Council Advisory Service Seminar 2004

23/04/04 Warrington Police Forum Agenda 2/04/04

24/04/04 Email Ref. Grant allocated - Reverend R Naylor

26/04/04 Boundary Commission For England – News Release
26/04/04 Burtonwood & Collins Green Village Design Statement 

26/04/04 Burtonwood Times – Spring 2004

27/04/04 WBC Email – Trading Standards, Co-op Store Burtonwood  

28/04/04 The Fred Phillips Memorial Fund – Letter of Thanks

30/04/04 WBC – Arpley Landfill Site Liaison Group Agenda

30/04/04 CPRE Agenda

30/04/04 Warrington Public Rights of Way Agenda

01/05/04 WBC – Arpley Landfill Site Liaison Group Additional report

02/05/04 WBC – Acknowledgement of correspondence relating to Application Number 2004/02687 (Unit 262 Europa Boulevard)  

03/05/04 Burtonwood Bowling Club – Letter of Thanks

04/05/04 Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine

07/05/04 WBC – Independent Remuneration Panel 

07/05/04 WBC – Nomination Packs for Elections on 10 June 2004

07/05/04 WBC – Acknowledgement of correspondence relating to Application Number 2003/01879 (Causeway Bridges Farm, Alder Lane, Burtonwood)  

11/05/04 The Prince’s Trust – New Programmes 

12/05/04 WBC – Email regarding Council Tax Relief

12/05/04 WBC – Email regarding resiting of bus shelter on Chapel Lane, Burtonwood

12/05/04 WBC – Email regarding accident at Kingswood Centre

13/05/04 The Playing Field – News Letter

14/05/04 WBC – Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance: Design Statements

17/05/04 WBC – Council Summons 24/05/04    

17/05/04 ASDA – Planning Consultation

17/05/04 Email Reference Mr C Jolliffe – Trial Bike Issue

C117.1
Chapel Lane, Burtonwood – Bus Shelter Re-siting

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the re-siting be completed as soon as possible  

C117.2
Asda – Planning Consultation

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Mr J Fieldsend, Community Relations Officer to request his attendance at the next meeting of the Council on 23 June 2004  

C118
Any Other Business
C118.1
Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had attended a meeting with Mr A Ritchie of Groundwork Mersey Valley to discuss the maintenance of local footpaths in Burtonwood, and it was 
Resolved that the Clerk write to Groundwork Mersey Valley to request that an additional remedial works visit be programmed per year and that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that a stopping up order be placed on Halls Lane, Burtonwood
C118.2
Councillor J Joyce requested that name badges be worn during Council meetings by the Members and the Clerk and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk be requested to purchase Parish Council Member Badges
C118.3
Councillor G Cross reported that lamp post number 1 situated in St Davids Drive, Callands had not been working for some time and it was 


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this repair be done immediately

C118.4
Councillor P Hamel reported that the Westbrook Way road sign was in need of repair and it was


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this repair be done immediately
C119
Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C119.1
Salaries – Pay Award
C119.2Clerks Salary – Back Pay
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor T Cross           







(Chairman)
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