BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 17 November 2004 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





Sgt. J Buckley 




Liz Cummings – Warrington Guardian 

C50
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Coop, Councillor T Cross, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor S Hamel, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor P Wilde.
C51
Community Police

Police Sgt. J Buckley reported on the following items and issues: -

1. Steady decrease in crime figures in Burtonwood last month (43) as opposed to last years figures (64 in October 2003).

2. Vehicle crime in Burtonwood.

3. Reported damage to property in Burtonwood.

4. The attempted robbery of an elderly person in Burtonwood.

5. Youth nuisance report at the Co-op store, Mercer Street, Burtonwood.   
6. Youth nuisance report, egg throwing at the vicarage in Clay Lane and in Mercer Street, Burtonwood.   

7. A fixed penalty fine of £80 being served upon a youth purchasing alcohol from the Spar Shop situated in Callands, it was reported that the alcohol was being purchased by a youth aged 18 who then supplied it to the younger youths.  

8. Damage to property in the Callands area.

9. Ikea – problems with handbags and purses being stolen by teams of shoplifters.

10. Westbrook – Gemini, deception, theft making off without paying for petrol, 47 reported incidents last month.

11. Asda – Westbrook, handbags stolen out of shopping trolleys.

12. 20 vehicle crimes reported.
13. Team of 10 officers, early intervention team were reducing vehicle crime figures.

14. Crime reduction group now running – commercial premises. 

  
Councillors Issues

Councillor B Long reported on the recent spate of fires in the area and the current firework legislation. The Committee noted that a low number of incidents had been reported and that the Police had no powers to stop and search for fireworks.   
Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported that youths had been egg throwing in the Kingswood area.

C52
Minutes of the Meeting (20 October 2004)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C53
Matters Arising

C53.1
Traffic Order – Hall Lane, Burtonwood - Funding (Minute 44.5 Refers)
The Committee noted that the Clerk had contacted the Borough Council and that it was reported to be on their work programme.

C53.2
Burtonwood 400 (Minute 44.11 Refers)

Councillor T O’Neill updated the Committee on the Burtonwood 400 celebrations. It was noted that the Burtonwood 400 Group had an itinery of events planned for the forthcoming year and it was 

Resolved that
(1) Councillor T O’Neill liaise with the Group to forward the design of the commemorative coin,  

(2) The Clerk request that a list be sought from the archive office at Chester regarding documents held which, depending on format could be displayed at the local library and 

(3) The Clerk place in care any old documents with the Chester archive office that she may have    

C54
Report of the Joint meeting of the Finance Sub Committee and Risk Assessment Sub Committee (17 November 2004)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor D Earl, Councillor T O’Neill and Councillor T Rogers-Smith and it was  

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C54.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor P Hamel, Councillor T Cross, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor J Higham.
C54.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that no declarations of interest were forwarded. 

C54.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations
The Clerk reported that she had received two letters requesting grants, it was noted by the Committee that applications had been sent in return post and it was 

Recommended that both
(1) the Warrington Schools FA receive a grant of £ 25.00 and 

(2) the Burtonwood Bulldogs JRLFC receive a grant of £ 350.00 upon receipt of a completed application   

C54.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


The Clerk reported that no payments had been made between meetings.
C54.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

Clerks Salary November 2004 




£   661.12

Clerks Salary December 2004 




£   661.12

Book Keeper - Monthly Accounts Oct 2004



£   100.00

Book Keeper - Monthly Accounts Nov 2004



£   100.00

Bookings Clerk - Room Bookings Nov 2004 


£   270.00 

Bookings Clerk - Room Bookings Dec 2004 


£   220.00 

St Philips Westbrook C of E Primary School – Christmas Tree
£   100.00

Inland Revenue Employee Tax & NI (Oct, Nov, Dec 04) 

£ 1204.44

Clerks Expenses October / November 2004 



£   122.49

Transfer of Funds to Forshaw Trust 




£ 1000.00 

A Charlson Invoice 228 Reinstallation of Pavilion Lights

£ 1110.17

K Hitchen Plumbing Repairs – Kingswood Centre


£     60.00

K Tindall Pavilion Repairs and Sign Making 


£   533.19

Hacker Young – External Audit 2003/2004 



£   434.75

C Terry – August 2004 Account for Grounds Maintenance 

£   300.00

C Terry – September 2004 Account for Grounds Maintenance
£   300.00

C Terry – October 2004 Account for Grounds Maintenance

£   300.00

D Norris – Half Season Account for Grounds Maintenance

£ 1604.54     

Carpe Diem – Web Site Updating 




£   117.50
Recommended that the payments be made
C54.6
Monthly Accounts – October 2004
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of October 2004 and it was

Recommended that the reports be accepted     

C54.7
Bank Reconciliation 2004-2005
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of October 2004 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C54.8
Hacker Young – External Audit 2003-2004
The Clerk reported that a clean report had been received for the annual return for the year to 31 March 2004. The Committee noted that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been displayed and the Statement of Assurance would be sent back to the auditors as requested.

C54.9
Christmas Tree / Carol Concert
The Clerk reported that she had now placed the order for the Christmas Trees with the Borough Council and that she was liaising with the village schools regarding their concert at the switching on of the lights at the Burtonwood village tree on Friday, 10 December at 6.00 pm. 

It was also reported that the Clerk had arranged for the voltage power supply to be lowered for the occasion in the interests of health and safety. 

It was noted by the Committee that refreshments could not be served due to lack of facilities but that the children would be provided with sweets during the evening and that unfortunately the Warrington Guardian Newspaper could not attend this year to cover the event due to their photographers not working after 5.00pm.  

 C54.10Replacement Front Entrance Doors – Kingswood Community Centre

The Clerk reported that she had obtained three quotations for the work to be completed and the Committee noted that the tendered quotations were very similar it was 

Recommended that 
(1) the order be place with the locally based Company, Warrington Door Specialist Limited and 

(2) that Councillor T O’Neill liaise further with English Partnerships on the matter of funding 

C54.11
Toilet Pipe Work - Kingswood Community Centre

The Clerk reported that a problem had occurred regarding the pipe work leading to the toilets, a plumber had been called to evaluate the problem, he had resolved the matter momentarily, but it was reported that tree roots were now growing around the soil pipes and a remedy to this situation was urgently needed and it was 

Recommended that the Clerk gain a quotation for this work to be completed 

C54.12
Tractor 
The Clerk reported that the tractor repairs had now been completed. 

C54.13
Parish Playing Fields 

The Clerk reported that the new warning notice boards had been erected on the Clay Lane and Penny Lane play areas. 
C54.14
Risk Assessment

It was noted by the Committee that the Draft Safety Policy and an Overview of the Parish Council responsibilities and remit had been forwarded to Mr. P Grundy, who had undertaken the Health and Safety / Risk Assessment role on behalf of the Parish Council. The Clerk reported that Mr. Grundy would now assess the information received and a series of tasks would follow.
C54.15
Forshaw Trust Presentation

The Chair reported that the presentation had taken place earlier that day. 
C54.16Web Site
The Clerk reported that the web site had been partially updated and that more work on the site was necessary and it was 

Recommended that this work be completed 

C54.17Any Other Business
C54.18Book Keepers Increase

The Clerk reported that the Book Keeper had given notification that her rate of pay was to increase from January 2005 and it was

Recommended that the 
(1) increase be accepted and 
(2) that the Book Keepers payment and the Clerks monthly salary be paid by standing order from January 2005 
C54.19Grants to Elderly Persons Nursing Homes – Within the Parish Boundaries
The Chair reported that he had received a telephone call regarding a request for a grant and it was 

Recommended that 

(1) the establishment be awarded a grant of £ 50.00 upon receipt of a completed application form and that 

(2) all future applications would be considered on their individual merit  

C55
Planning Applications / Issues
C55.1
Declaration of Interest


It was noted that Councillor D Earl declared in interest in this item and took no part in any discussions or resolutions made. 

C55.2
Documents Received

1 General Correspondence

12 Domestic Planning Applications 

4 Non Domestic Planning Applications 

1 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted 


1 Borough Council Development Control Agenda 


3 Ward Lists 


Resolved that the Committee noted the documents received 

C56
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the same be noted

1. Countryside Voice

2. Warrington Police Forum Agenda

3. The Playing Field

4. Warrington District CPRE – Next Meeting

5. WBC – Lighting Pillar No 1 St David’s Drive, Callands

6. Warrington Housing Association / WBC / Gateway Official Launch 

7. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – New Ethical Framework Regs.
8. Courtney Domestic Industrial Cleaning

9. WBC – Council Summons 08/11/04

10. Society of Local Council Clerks – Agenda

11. Warrington District CPRE - Agenda 

12. WBC – Arpley Landfill Site Liaison Group – Agenda

13. Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine 

14. Carpe Diem – Web site updating

15. WBC – Bus Terminus, St David’s Drive 

16. Cheshire Constabulary –Invitation to Family Carol Service  

17. CPRE – Cheshire News and Events

C57
Conduct of Business During December 2004 (Christmas Recess)
It was resolved that the Chairman’s discretion to make payments be £500 during the recess and until the January 2005 meeting

C58
Any Other Business
C58.1
Councillor B Long reported on a matter that concerned him greatly, the Committee noted that fireworks were currently being sold with a warning on them stating that they must not be used within 25 metres of fences or properties. Councillor Long reported that consumers were alighting these devices in small garden areas and in some case near to property and vehicles and it was
Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Councils Trading Standard department to request that this matter be looked into and guidance be given
C58.2
Councillor  D Orr reported on the nuisance of traffic congestion in Milnthorpe Road, Burtonwood, the Committee noted that this was especially a problem when parents were dropping off and picking up their children from St Paul of the Cross RC Primary School and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Primary School situated within the Parish Boundaries to suggest they participate in a competition for the “Best Schools Green Travel Plan” of which the winner would be presented with a Parish Council Award 
C58.3
Councillor D Earl reported on a stretch of pathway leading from Goldcliffe Close to the traffic island situated near to Toys R Us, the Committee noted that the public footpath had no lighting which left walkers very vulnerable and it was


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this matter be remedied   

C58.4
Councillor E Coop reported on a stretch of road from Junction 8 to the main roundabout in Westbrook which was permanently congested with traffic and it was 


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this problem be alleviated   

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Signed as a true record………………………..………Councillor E Coop            







(Chairman)

    


      
19 January  2005
5
2

