BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 15 January 2003 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


K J Spiers – Clerk to the Council





J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





Sgt J Buckley – Community Police





Heidi Humphrys – Warrington Guardian

C94.
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillors L Chew, E Coop, P Hamel and S Hamel.

C95.
Community Policing
C95.1
The Chairman welcomed Sgt Buckley to the meeting and Sgt Buckley raised the following matters for information:

1. Sgt Buckley reported on the recent shooting in Burtonwood, she assured the Committee that the incident had and was still being investigated thoroughly. It was noted by the Committee that the attack had not been a random one, information already received by Detectives had been followed up, but Sgt Buckley stressed that any further information gained from the General Public regarding the crime would be treated in the strictest of confidence.

2. There had been a positive response to the active policing in James Avenue.

3. Vehicle crime had risen slightly coinciding with current trends.

4. A proposed meeting with English Partnership with invitees from local High Schools had been set up to discuss critical issues and evaluating problems before they occurred.    

C95.2
Members raised the following matters:

1. The Chairman expressed the Councils concerns over the recent shooting in Burtonwood and indicated that the Parish Council would actively encourage local community safety projects initiated by the Police and the Media.  

2. Councillor T O’Neill yet again expressed his concerns regarding Phipps Lane Industrial Estate, he reported that more complaints had been received from local residents stating that security lights had been broken and gangs of youths had been seen running over the roofs. He requested that a meeting be arranged between the Police, the industrial site owner and site tenants to discuss the ongoing problems. 

3. Councillor S Cawley reported recently seeing more Police on foot but expressed a need for a bigger Police presence through out the area.

4. Councillor G Cross reported that the Kingwood Centre kitchen had been broken into on Christmas day, several items had been vandalised and the Caretaker had been verbally abused. It was noted that the Caretaker had alerted the Police, but was informed that due to a lack of man power they could not attend, Councillor Cross requested a procedure be set for future reference. 

C96.
Declaration of Council Vacancy


Resolved that a Council vacancy be declared for the Parish of Westbrook.

C97.
Appointment of New Clerk
It was reported  to the Committee that the present Clerk was retiring from post at the end of January 2003, the Committee noted that Miss Julie Pickles had been appointment as the new Clerk.  

C98.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting (20 November 2002)


Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.

C99.
Matters Arising

C99.1
Minute 82.1 – Clay Lane Crossing

The Committee noted that the consultation had gone ahead as planned on 5 December 2002, Councillor T O’Neill reported that a letter of objection had been sent to Warrington Borough Council from the Post Office on Chapel Lane.

C99.2
Minute 82.2 – Borough Council Investment in Burtonwood


Resolved that this item be deferred to a later meeting of the Council
C99.3
Minute 83.2  - Community Policing

It was noted by the Committee that the Clerk had been unable to write to Mr Cawley due no postal address being found.

C99.4
Minute 85.2 – Gorsey Lane Lagoons

The Committee noted that Warrington Borough Council were aware of the problems and prosecutions were pending.

C99.5
Minute 88 – Risk Assessment

The Clerk reported that the risk assessment of the Parish’s activities being undertaken by the Borough Council was still not ready.

C100.
Report of the Finance Sub Committee (15 January 2003)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by the Chairman, Councillors J Guthrie, J Joyce and G Cross, which had been held at 7.00 pm prior to the meeting of the Council and it was 

Resolved that the following recommendation of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C100.1
Applications for Grant


No application for grants had been received.

C100.2
Accounts Requiring Payment 

The following accounts had been approved for payment by the Chairman using her delegated powers between meetings of the Council:

1. 4/12 - I Brown, Relief Caretaker (Pavillion), £30

2. 9/12 – DJ Platt Landscapes LTD £136.89 grounds maintenance  

3. 3/12 – K Tindall £187.13 Clay Lane Gates

4. 3/12 – K Tindall £277.10 Kingswood Centre repairs

5. 30/12 – T Knoble £150.00 Admin Assistant

Accounts authorised for payment:

1.  Noble Consultancy (Mrs Riley) invoice dated 13/01/03 for £100.00

2.  Clerks back pay from 1/04/02 to end of January 2003, £178.30

3.  Clerks expenses November to December 2002, £86.26

4.  Zurich Municipal insurance premium £2232.22

5.  G P Communications invoice dated 12/12/02 for £125.95

6.  A Charlson invoice dated 10/01/03 for £428.28

C100.2
Monthly Accounts September/November 2002
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the months of September/October/November 2002 and it was recommended that the report be accepted.     

C100.3
Bank Reconciliation 2002-2003
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of November 2002 and it was recommended that the report be accepted.     

C101.
Report of the Planning Sub Committee (15 January 2003)
A verbal report on the Planning Sub Committee meeting attended by the newly appointed Chairman, Councillor T Marsland and Councillors B Cawley and T O’Neill, which had been held at 7.00 pm prior to the meeting of the Council and it was 

Resolved that the following recommendation of the Planning Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C101.1that an objection be placed with Borough Council regarding non domestic planning application number A02/46594, Dove Dale/The Lodge, Lumber Lane, Burtonwood, expressing concerns over the sites previous history and local green belt issues        

C102.
Budget and Precept 2003-2004


Resolved that the Budget and Precept for 2003-2004 be set at £55,000.  

C103.
Insurance 2003-2004

Resolved that the new premium of £2232.22 from Zurich for 2003-2004 be accepted.
C104.
Correspondence

The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the same be noted

C104.1
Parish Boundary Signs


Resolved that the Borough Council scheme be accepted 

C105.
Any Other Business

C105.1
Asda – Waste Recycling

Councillor J Joyce reported on the lack of directional signage to the waste recycling center located at Asda and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to Asda to request signs be placed at the site entrance


C105.2
St Helens J.O.L.

Councillor T O’Neill reported on a request from St Helens J.O.L. to use the Clay Lane recreation ground on 23 February 2003 to host their under 16 cup semi finals and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk respond with the availability and hire fee

C105.3
Junction 8

Councillor T O’Neill reported on the newly completed major construction at junction 8, he commended the construction companies communication skills and it was

Resolved that the Clerk would write to the Company to thank them for keeping the local community informed and for the minimum of inconvenience caused

C105.4
Home Watch Initiative

Councillor J Joyce requested that a invitation be sent to the Community Police to specifically discuss ways of setting up Home/Crime Watch initiatives and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk would write and request a meeting  

C105.5
Banking Arrangements

Resolved that the Council would continue its arrangement with the National Westminster Bank PLC 

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm

Signed as a true record………………………………Councillor T Cross (Chairman)








    19 February 2003

2
3

