BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 21st November 2001 at 7.30pm
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T O’Neill
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Callands





S Hamel

Callands




*
J Joyce
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L Kilshaw

Westbrook




*
T Marsland

Westbrook





S Rotherham

Burtonwood East





E Worthington

Burtonwood West





Vacancy

Westbrook

*
denotes Councillor present

Also present:


A Riley (Clerk to the Council)





Sgt J Buckley (Community Police)





Pc D Ellison (Community Police)

Part 1

1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllr T O'Neill and Cllr G Cross.

2.
Community Policing

Sgt Buckley informed the Council that she is now back at Sankey Police Station full time.

Burtonwood - there has been a plain clothes operation around the village and in particular around the Co-op. There had been a number of recent burglaries and there were no further incidents during the operation.

There have been complaints about groups of youngsters gathering around Burtonwood Community Centre. It may be that police presence is merely displacing the problem but a number of names have been taken.

There was a specific complaint about the lack of a police response to an incident at St Paul of the Cross School. Sgt Buckley agreed to investigate the matter further and to report back to Mr Cocker - Headteacher at the school.

Cllr J Joyce spoke about the problems on school buses and the option that might be taken of withdrawing the services. Cllr J Joyce highlighted the issue as a matter that might need to be further addressed.

Sgt Buckley spoke about the Rural Policing Fund. Two hundred hours of extra police time will be funded until the 17th February. This extra resource will be used to address any specific local problems.

Westbrook - still experiencing problems around UCI and the Library. Over the Christmas period these areas will be targeted, alongside Gemini, to try and support retailers fighting crime/shoplifting.

3. Verbal Report from the Finance Sub-Committee (21.11.01)
3.1
Grants

Hoop & Mallet 

-
£350 for a pensioners' Christmas party

Burtonwood Bulldogs
-
£300 towards the cost of a new kit

Childline


-
£25 donation

3.2
Casual Caretaker


To use the services of a casual caretaker who will be paid £15 a party - to include opening and closing the centre and cleaning. Party rate to be set at a minimum of £30 for a 3 hour party (to include 0.5 hour setting up and 0.5 hour cleaning).

3.3 Play Areas
To recommend that the following repairs be undertaken by Warrington BC:

Collins Green - new skirt on see-saw
£180

Clay Lane - Carousel replace 2 boards
£250

3.4 Precept
To recommend that the Parish Precept for 2002/2003 be set at £50,000 to reflect the population growth in the parish.

Agreed ~ to accept all the recommendations.

4 Minutes of the Last Meeting (17.10.01)
The minutes were agreed and signed.

5 Matters Arising
5.1 Item 2 - Omega Site
Cllr E Coop reported on the visit to a similar site in Edinburgh. The visitors were impressed with the local infrastructure and the whole site was visually pleasing.

Agreed ~ to accept the recommendation

5.2 Item 6.2 - Colne Road
A letter had been received from Mr C Bluck asking for further details. 

The bollard that had been installed has now been removed after a complaint from a resident and a new, moveable bollard will replace it.

5.3 Item 6.3 - Youth Service
The Clerk to write to Mr A Stephenson again.

5.4 Item 10 - Any Other Business
Primary Care - to write to the Department of Health stating that the Parish Council's preferred option would be option 3 (Merseyside/Cheshire option). To write to Mr T Diprose, PCT Project Director, Woolston Health Centre about the Council's dissatisfaction and concern about the future of the residents in Burtonwood. To write to Dr Lowe, Patterdale Surgery and highlight the concerns that residents are facing over out-of-hours surgeries.

The Clerk confirmed that Fund Manager at Patterdale Lodge had confirmed that residents registered in Burtonwood can use the Out-of-hours St Helens' Surgeries. 

6.
Correspondence

Cheshire Cauldron Newsletter


WBC - Code of Practice for Planning Procedures


WBC - Thanks re: Playschemes


WBC - Details of closure of Colne Road Footpath


WBC - Road Traffic Regulations (Winwick Link Road/Goldborne Road)


LA21 - Minutes of last meeting


Callands CP School - Thanks re Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust


WBC - Warrington Community Safety Audit


Stockton Heath Parish Council - Dog Fouling


Macclesfield BC - Parish Council Ethical Framework


WBC - Review of Primary & Secondary Provision


WBC - UDP update


WBC - Planning & Regeneration newsletter


Cheshire County Playing Fields Association - Annual Report


D Partridge - Burtonwood Rollers


Warrington Disability Information Service - Request for grant

Agreed ~ to award a grant of £50 to WDIS. 

 ~ To write to D Partridge acknowledging that the service he is hoping to offer would be of benefit to the younger community but that the Council is not in a position to run or support the club.

7. Planning
There were no objections.

8.
Financial Regulations and Accounts



Expenditure

Income 

Bank

October

£3,625.13

£782.71

£43,830.44

The accounts were noted.

It was also recommended that the CIPFA Financial Regulations be accepted. The main points as below:

· A budget should be submitted to the Council no later than January in each year to allow the precept to be set for the following year.

· Item 5.1 - the Council will not hold a specific 'Payroll' account.

· Item 5.3 - Cheques and bank authorisations will be signed by the Clerk and two Councillors.

· Item 11.1 (b) expenditure exceeding £2,500 in net value - estimates will be obtained from 3 firms unless a regular contractor is undertaking the work.

· No individual Councillor may agree to expenditure with the exception of the Chairman who may use his/her discretion for payments up to £250.

Agreed ~ to accept the recommendations.
9. Any Other Business
Cllr J Joyce - raised the issue of a leaflet drop around the village about the disturbances caused by Youths. It was agreed that it would be timely to distribute a Spring newsletter and that there could be different articles for different areas in the parish.

The Clerk to write to Mr D Stamp to ask if the slabs can be replaced in the fencing along the embankment - Chapel Lane.
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