BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 19 November 2003 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


J A Pickles – Clerk to the Council 





John Forster – Community Action Team





Colin Hay – Community Action Team





Heidi Humphrys – Warrington Guardian





Tracy Noble – Bookings Clerk
 

C66
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor B Cawley, Councillor J Coop, Councillor E Coop, Councillor S Hamel, Councillor S Rotherham, Councillor J Klishaw, Councillor T Marsland and Councillor P Wilde.
C67
Callands District Centre Grant Bid

Councillor P Hamel updated the Committee on the recently submitted bid, it was noted that the project had received a lot of support and Councillor Hamel thanked the Parish Council for their continuing support. It was reported that 20 additional parking places would be established and the car park area would be white lined, also new bollards around the shopping area and a bike park rack would be erected. The adjudicating Panel would meet on 8 December 2003 with the result to be published around the middle of December. The Chairman, Councillor T Cross thanked Councillor Hamel on behalf of the Council for all his hard work.   

C67.1
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor J Joyce declared in interest in the above item and took no part in the discussion. 

C68
Community Police

John Forster and Colin Hay of the Community Action Team were in attendance at the meeting, they reported on the following items: -

1. A month long vehicle operation had taken place during which 12 arrests had been made, it was reported that a professional team of car thieves had been in the area. The Community Action Teams operation had resulted in a 33% reduction of car crime in the Warrington area, with a reduction of 60-70% in the Burtonwood area.

2. Two Public Order incidents were reported on, these had occurred in Penns Road and Haley Road.

3. A high profile operation was to commence on the 8 December 2003 to run over the Christmas period. 

  
Councillors Issues

1. Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T O’Neill reported on the Council and Police surgery that had taken place on Saturday 15 November at the Burtonwood Library. It was noted that there had been a good attendance and it was hoped that this would continue. It was reported that future surgeries would take place at the same venue on the third Saturday of each month, at 11.30 am.

2. Councillor J Joyce requested that there be a police presence in Burtonwood village on the evening of the 5 December 2003 due to the lighting up of the village Christmas Tree and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to Sgt. Joanne Buckley requesting the above

C69
Minutes of the Previous Meeting (15 October 2003)

Resolved that the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record  

C70
Matters Arising

C70.1
St Helens and Warrington Primary Care Trust (Minute C61.1 Refers)


The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the PCT’s with a suggestion of two meeting dates and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk confirm the date of the future meeting with the PCT’s to be on 2 December 2003 at 3.30 pm at the Town Hall, Warrington 

C70.2 Callands/Westbrook Highways (Minute C61.4 Refers)

Resolved that the Clerk write again to Mr A Stephenson of the Borough Council requesting that the bollards be re-sited at the Callands Shopping Centre

C70.3
Parish I.T Equipment Quotation (Minute 62.11 Refers) 



Resolved that up to a limit of £1000 be spent on new equipment 

C70.4
Overhanging Trees – Burtonwood Cemetery (Minute 65.2 Refers) 



Councillor J Joyce reported that a resident of Hawkshead Road had issues over the cutting of trees in the Cemetery and it was 


Resolved that the Clerk write to Mr J Pike to confirm that the bordering trees would only be pruned and the only tree to be removed would be the dead Horse Chestnut   

C71
Report of the Finance Sub Committee (19 November 2003)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub Committee meeting attended by the Councillor T Cross, Councillor G Cross, Councillor J Guthrie and Councillor J Joyce and it was 

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council:

C71.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor E Coop.

C71.2
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest put forward. 

C71.3
Applications for Grant


No applications had been received.

C71.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


03/11/03 The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal


£   32.00

C71.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

19/11/03 K Tindall – Paint Pavilion Roof  



£  253.23

16/10/03 WBC – Mark Out Rugby Pitches 



£    98.70 16/10/03 WBC – Installation of 2 Dog Bins 



£  705.00

19/11/03 Tracy Noble  - November Invoice 



£  220.00 19/11/03 Tracy Noble – December Invoice 



£  220.00 19/11/03 Julie Pickles – November Wages 



£  537.68 19/11/03 Julie Pickles  -December Wages 



£  537.68 

19/11/03 The ICS Group 





£  193.30

19/11/03 Mr D Norris 





£1380.00

19/11/03 WBC – Rootzone Material over Rugby Pitch 

£1102.15

19/11/03 K Tindall  Work at Kingswood Centre 


£  674.18  

19/11/03 C Terry – August 2003 Invoice 



£  380.00

19/11/03 C Terry – September 2003 Invoice 



£  300.00

19/11/03 C Terry – October 2003 Invoice 



£  450.00

19/11/03 Machmade Ltd (Dyno-rod) Kingswood Hall 

£    82.25 

19/11/03 Royal Mail – Freepost 




£    50.00

19/11/03 Julie Pickles Clerk Oct/Nov Exs 



£    96.14 19/11/03 Grant fund to be paid back to FT 
 


£ 1000.00

C71.6
Monthly Accounts October 2003

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of October 2003 and it was

Recommended that the report be accepted     

C71.7
Bank Reconciliation 2003-2004
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of October 2003 and it was 

Recommended that the report be accepted

C71.8
Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust

It was noted by the Sub-Committee that Mr Richard Gilchrist of the Burtonwood Brewery and the Chairman of the Parish Council had attended this year’s presentation at Callands Community Primary School.

C71.9
RTC Safety Surfacing Limited

It was noted by the Sub-Committee that Mr A Storton of the Borough Council had inspected the play areas as requested and had submitted a report which had been forwarded to RTC Safety Surfaces. The Director of the Company had also visited each site and had admitted that certain aspects of the work had not been done to their professional standard. It was reported by the Clerk, that a joint site visit was to be planned for the following week as Mr Storton was currently on holiday.
C71.10
Web Site

The Clerk reported that she unfortunately had not been able to complete the necessary work and it was 

Recommended that Tracy Noble, the Bookings Clerk take over this task and be paid her hourly rate for the updating of the web-site

C71.11
Christmas Trees  

The Sub-Committee was informed that the Clerk had placed the order with the Borough Council for this year’s supply of Christmas Trees. 
C71.12 Burtonwood Village Carol Service and Christmas Light Switch On

The Sub-Committee noted that both Burtonwood Community Primary School and St Paul of the Cross RC School had confirmed their attendance. It was reported that both schools would take part in the Carol Service which would incorporate the lighting up of the Christmas Tree outside the Library on 5 December 2003 at 6.30 pm. 

C71.13
Re-siting of Adshell Bus Shelter  - Chapel Lane  

The Clerk reported that the project would be completed by the end of January 2004. 

C71.14
Parish I.T. Equipment Quotation

The Sub-Committee noted that the Clerk had not been able to gather the necessary information due to other time consuming Parish matters.  

C71.15
Burtonwood Youth Club

The Clerk reported that the provision of a Youth Club Service at the Pavilion, Burtonwood had not yet commenced and a confirmation start date had yet to be received.

C71.16
Intermediate Audit Year-ended 31 March 2003

The Clerk reported that Hacker Young (Chartered Accountants) were required to conduct an intermediate audit on the Annual Return and it was 

1. Resolved that the statement be completed with “yes” responses  (signed by the Chairman and Clerk); and

2. that the necessary documentation be forwarded as requested. 

C71.17
S106 Award

Recommended that funding would not be released for the re-surfacing of pathway 30 as the award stipulates the way in which this fund had to be spent 

C71.18
Halfpints Nursery

The Clerk reported that the direct debit had now ended and the new mandate was to be processed. 

C71.19Kingswood Hall

Recommended that the rolling programme of renewal continue with painting of the hall and entrance, replacement worktops in the kitchen area and that Mr K Tindall be allowed to do a patch test of the hall floor to allow for re-surfacing

C71.20Arts Network (St Philip, Westbrook / Burtonwood CPS) 

Councillor T Cross submitted a letter of request for funding regarding an Arts Network, the aim of which was to promote and support the development of Arts in local Primary Schools. It was noted that over the next few years it was hoped more schools would become more involved in the project and eventually an Annual Arts Festival for Primary Schools based at a high profile venue would become established and it was 

Recommended that a grant application be forwarded to Mr P Carswell, Head teacher of St Philip, Westbrook .

C71.21Tractor

It was reported by the Clerk, that no maintenance work had been carried out on the tractor and machine last closed season (winter 2002/2003) and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk order this maintenance work to be done and also the winter pruning of shrubs and hedges at the Kingswood Centre  

C72
Planning Applications / Issues

C72.1
Declaration of Interest 

It was noted that Councillor G Cross declared in interest in the item and took no part in the discussion. 

C72.2
Documents Received

12 Domestic Planning Applications 

1 Non Domestic Planning Application 


4 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted 

1 Notice of Decision - Permission Refused 


1 Appeal Decision 


1 Borough Council Development Control Committee Agenda 


4 Ward Lists 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to clarify if application number 2003/01541 (Clayton House Farm, Alder Lane, Burtonwood) Re-siting of mobile home and change of agricultural land to form residential curtilage was against the greenbelt policy 

C73
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated a list of correspondence and it was 


Resolved that the same be noted


18/10/03 Cheshire Community Council - Agenda 

18/10/03 Countryside Voice 

21/10/03 TCG News October 2003

22/10/03 Burtonwood Brewery – confirming details of this years presentation

22/10/03 WBC – Burtonwood Road 40MPH speed limit order

23/10/03 LA21 Older Peoples Forum – Agenda  

27/10/03 Email from C Bluck – WBC ref. cost of re-surfacing pathway

28/10/03 WBC acknowledgement letter ref. planning application 2003/00987

29/10/03 Warrington UDP – Minutes of pre-inquiry meeting 

03/11/03 Campaign to Protect Rural England (Warrington District) Agenda

03/11/03 Cheshire Fire Service – End of course invitation

04/11/03 The Warrington UDP Pre-inquiry Changes  

04/11/03 Email from WBC – Alan Storton Ref. Safety Surface Inspection Report

04/11/03 Email from Warrington PCT with suggested meeting dates 

06/11/03 WBC – The Air About Us

06/11/03 Lymm Civic Reception Service

06/11/03 GVA Grimley – The Omega Opportunity

07/11/03 CVS The Small Grants Service

10/11/03 Rural Matters 

10/11/03 Woodland Trust – Tim Kirwin

10/11/03 St Helens PCT

10/11/03 Reply from RTC Safety Surfaces

10/11/03 WBC – Extraordinary meeting of the Council 

12/11/03 WBC – Race Equality Scheme, first revision 2003 


13/11/03 Email from T Cunningham – Faulty light on pitch

14/11/03 GVA Grimley – Omega drop in event

14/11/03 LA21 Older Peoples Forum Agenda 

14/11/03 WBC – Allowances for Parish Councillors

15/11/03 The Playing Fields – Newsletter 

17/11/03 Omega Warrington Limited – Public Exhibition

17/11/03 Electoral Commission – Pilot Scheme

C73.1
Allowances for Parish Councillors

The Clerk reported on correspondence that had been received advising that in future Parish Councils wishing to pay allowances to its Members must take account of the recommendations of a body called the Parish Remuneration Panel, before adopting a scheme of allowances and that no payment may be made to any Parish Councillor after 31 December 2003 other than in accordance with such a scheme. It was noted, that if a scheme were to be adopted it must be publicised as set out in guidelines published by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to advise them that the Council did not want to adopt such a scheme and that currently the Chairman was the only Member to receive an Annual Allowance

C73.2
 Faulty Light on Rugby Pitch


Resolved that the Clerk place an order to have the faulty light repaired 

C74
Any Other Business

C74.1
The Forshaw Trust

Resolved that the Clerk write a letter of thanks to Mr R Gilchrist of Burtonwood Brewery for his continuing support 

C74.2
Councillor T O’Neill reported on an item that was soon to be put before the Borough Councils Licensing Committee regarding the licensing of mobile catering vehicles, it was noted that this issue had been highlighted by complaints received from residents. It was noted by the Committee that tighter controls were needed. 

C74.3
Clay Lane Play Area


Resolved that the Clerk obtain quotations to replace the slide and that this item be given further consideration at the next meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee  

C74.4
Harlech Close


Councillor D Earl reported that residents had still encountered parking problems, it was noted by the Committee that it was suggested that the resident(s) in question contact the Head teacher at Callands CPS, as she was unaware of any problems.  

C74.5
Castle Green

Councillor D Earl reported on the new development at Castle Green, it was noted by the Committee that outline planning permission had been granted but Councillor T O’Neill reported that this was now out of date.

C74.6
Speed Restrictions


Councillor D Earl reported on the varying speed restrictions within the area and it was 


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that a consistent speed limit be placed on the recommended route from the A49 to the A57 

C74.7
Burtonwood Amateur Dramatic Association

Councillor J Guthrie reported on her attendance at a recent production of the Group. The Committee noted the Groups excellence and commitment.   

C74.8
Telecom Mast Appeal 2003/0348

Councillor J Guthrie reported on the allowed appeal made by O2 UK Limited against the decision of the Borough Council and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council thanking them for their support in this matter

C74.9
Land Adjacent to Harlech Close


Councillor T Cross reported a steel wire fence that had been

Resolved that the Clerk write to English Partnerships to request that the fencing be re-sited and the surrounding area be cleared of debris

C74.10
December 2003 Recess

Resolved that the Chairman’s discretion to make payments be £500 during the recess and until the January 2004 meeting

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Signed as a true record………………………………Councillor T Cross (Chairman)
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