BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Parish Hall, Westbrook

On Wednesday 21st March 2001 at 7.30pm
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denotes Councillor present

Also present:


A Riley (Clerk to the Council)





J Sawyer (Reporter - Guardian)





S Whitfied (W S Atkins)





Sgt Buckley (Community Police)
Part 1

1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllr S Cawley, Cllr S Hamel, Cllr S Rotherham, and Cllr T Marsland.
2.
Community Police
· Police Meeting - Parish Council representatives were invited to a consultation meeting with the police at St Gregory's High School on 3rd April 2001.

· Antisocial Behaviour, Burtonwood - Sgt Buckley explained that there had been an increase in the number of complaints from residents in Burtonwood. There had also been a case of arson on the Phipps Lane Industrial Estate.

· Councillors from the village highlighted the problems with the bus shelters being systematically vandalised. The incidents appear to be happening very early in the morning and do not appear to be "youth" related.

· Complaints to Great Sankey Police Station - Cllr B Cawley informed Sgt Buckley that a parishioner had phoned the police station to complain about youths on motorbikes. The parishioner had been informed that the police were "too busy" to attend the scene. Sgt Buckley suggested that the parishioner in question follow this up with a formal complaint.

· Westbrook Centre - Sgt Buckley informed the Council that a number of youths had been arrested for ABH and GBH. They are currently under curfew and the police will be monitoring them to ensure that it is not breached. 

· Burglaries, Burtonwood - Cllr E Coop asked if there was any feedback on the spate of burglaries that had occurred around Christmas. Sgt Buckley explained that news of any successful arrests was always relayed to the victim.

· Kinnock Park, Burtonwood - Cllr J Joyce and Cllr T O'Neill asked if there was any feedback from their meeting with PC Ellison in February. Sgt Buckley agreed to send brief details of relevant operations to the Clerk to be distributed.

· Mitchell Avenue - Cllr T O'Neill advised Sgt Buckley that a number of residents were becoming distressed because people were throwing pebbles at their windows. Sgt Buckley agreed to investigate the matter further.

· Mobile CCTV - Cllr T O'Neill asked for information on the mobile unit. Sgt Buckley explained that it had been deployed in the Westbrook Centre in December but that it had not provided any evidence for any arrests. Cllr B Cawley asked if it was possible to "request" the unit. Sgt Buckley replied that Parish Councils could make representations if they felt that the unit would benefit a specific area.

· Call /Handling Response Bureau - Sgt Buckley explained that calls would be handled through a centralised bureau which would result in a speedier response time to incidents.

3. Transport Improvement Study - S Whitfield
Ms S Whitfield updated the Parish Council on the current consultation that is taking place. The information is being gathered by W S Atkins and they are very keen to hear from any organisations within the area.

There is approximately £3million available for improvements over the next 5 years. Junction 8, Chapelford and the Omega site will all have an effect on the traffic.

· The Parish Council commented on a number of issues that need to be addressed:

· Generally bad infrastructure - there is a need for dual carriageways

· Burtonwood Road roundabout is a particularly bad area

· There are no footpaths and the Council needs to ensure that lessons are learnt from past mistakes and that Chapelford includes footpaths.

· Public transport for Chapelford needs to be a priority.

Ms S Whitfield offered to report back to the Council in Spring.

· 4.
Verbal Report from the Finance Sub Committee (21.3.01)
The following were recommended:

· Gang Mowers - that a second hand set of gang mowers be purchased at a price of £500 subject to them being inspected by Mr D Norris.

· Charges for hiring Kingswood Community Centre:

Hall - Commercial Rate 
£7.00 per hour

Hall - Community Rate
£5.25 per hour

Room - Commercial Rate
£7.00 per session

Room - Community Rate
£6.50 per session

Room - Collegiate Rate
£7.50 per session

Resolved ~ to accept the recommendations

5.
Minutes from the Previous Meeting (21.2.01)

The minutes were agreed and signed.


6.
Matters Arising

6.1
Item 2 - Colne Road
The Clerk updated the Council on the situation. Community Services were looking for someone to lock up the park, the play area should have been cleaned up and Mr A Storton was looking at the problem of the footpath. 

6.2
Item 6.1 - Ward Action Plan

Mr D Whitehead is off work at present and a new meeting will be rescheduled when he returns or when an alternative officer is appointed to oversee the programme.

7.
Correspondence

The following items were noted:

· Burtonwood HGV Restriction - Warrington Borough Council

· Thanks for grant - Burtonwood Association

· Application for change of licensee - Ikea - Steels Solicitors

· Fir Tree Lane Pitch - Burtonwood Rugby Clubs
Resolved - to write to Warrington Borough Council supporting the HGV restriction. To write to the Rugby Clubs to discuss a possible date for a meeting.
8.
Planning

There were no objections to any applications.

9. Any Other Business
9.1
Cllr G Cross - Callands Centre


Cllr G Cross felt that a number of missing blocks from the block paving around the school and centre were potential "trip" hazards.

Resolved - the Clerk to contact Mr D Stamp about the problem.
9.2 Cllr P Hamel - Litter
Cllr P Hamel commented that there was a lot of litter around Callands Road and Cromwell Avenue, particularly in the bushes and the gullies.

Also, there is a need for litterbins to be placed next to bus stops. Cllr P Hamel mentioned that some of the litter pickers that are pushed along the kerbs do not appear to be working properly.

Resolved - the Clerk to contact Mr I Williams about the issues.

9.3
Cllr J Joyce - Various
· the light outside the Youth Club is not working

· the lights are out on Alder Lane up to the Vicarage

· there is a hole in the pavement in Gorsey Lane which has been there for a considerable amount of time (Manweb?)

· there is a pothole in the road at the junction of Weymouth Road and Chapel Lane

· there is a blocked gully and a pothole at the corner of Cambourne Road and Weymouth Road

Resolved - the Clerk to follow up these issues.

9.4
Cllr L Kilshaw - Various
· a tree has been struck by lightening and is falling into the stream by the Red Bridge and blocking it.

· The bus shelter at Asda has been vandalised and seems to be taking along time to repair.

Resolved - the Clerk to follow up these issues.

9.5
Cllr T O'Neill - Clay Lane, Burtonwood

There is flooding on Clay Lane - due to field drains on an adjoining field.

Resolved - the Clerk to contact Mr A Stephenson and Mr P Johnson about the problem.

9.6
Cllr J Guthrie - Various

Cllr J Guthrie asked about the ownership of the footpath from Camp Road. She also commented that the Time Out unit at Westbrook seems to be deteriorating rapidly.

Resolved - the Clerk to find a contact number for the Woodland Trust. The Clerk to contact the agents (DTZ) to ask about Time Out

10. Accounts
The accounts to the end of January were noted.
 Signed as a true record …………………………………… 

Cllr T Cross - Chairperson

Part 2

11. Education Committee - Old Hall Primary School
Cllr T O'Neill discussed the problems of Old Hall Primary School being zoned to two secondary schools. There are implication for other feeder schools within the parish which could result in pupils having to travel long distances. In particular Burtonwood Primary School pupils could be in the position of not being able to attend their closest secondary school, Great Sankey.

Resolved - the Clerk to write to Mr M Adkins explaining that the Parish Council does not wish to upset the balance within the parish by supporting any changes.

12.
The Pavilion

The Clerk informed the Council that there had been an overspend on the Pavilion due to an extension of time, the plumbing and heating and the electrical installation.

Resolved - the Clerk to meet with a representative from Building Control to discuss the problems.

Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council minutes 21.03.01
6

