BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 20 February at 7.30 pm
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Also present


Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles
C68
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor P Hamel, Councilor B Long, Councillor A Jennings, Councillor D Earl, Councillor M Jackson, Councillor K Burgess and Councillor J Guthrie.
C69
Community Policing / Community Issues  

Nil
C70
Minutes of the Meeting (16 January 2008)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 16 January 2008 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C71
Matters Arising
C71.1 Reduced Library Service (Minute Reference C63.1 Refers) 

Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had attended a meeting with the Borough Council, Police and Community Groups with reference to extending the current services which could be provided at the Burtonwood Library site.


It was noted that providers such as the CAB, PCT and Community Groups would be able to use the site for open sessions if this initiative was to prove successful. It was further reported that the Borough Council would work out costings for this additional provision to services.
C71.2 Play Area Fencing – Entry / Exit Points (Minute Reference C64.17 Refers) 
The Clerk reported that she had surveyed other sites and had asked advice from the Borough Council, it was noted that other fenced play areas had tarmacced paths that lead from the entry gate and it was
Resolved that the Clerk get quotations for new pathways at the Pavilion Play Area site
C71.3Warrington Borough Council – Briefing Note – Cromwell Avenue /  Ladywood Road (Minute Reference C66.1 Refers) 
The Clerk reported that she had not received the report and questions for the Borough Council from Councillor D Orr due to a technical problem, Councillor Orr reported that he would forward the document to her as soon as possible.
C71.4Low Water Pressure in Burtonwood (Minute Reference C67.2 Refers) 
Councillor T O’Neill further reported on the issue raised at last months meeting with regard to the low water pressure in the area.
It was noted that since his last meeting with the Chief Executive of the Borough Council little had happened and several days ago the village had their water supply cut off due to a fault in the mains near Karin Close.

Councillor J Higham also reported that every week end the water that reached Burtonwood has no pressure and was dirty and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to United Utilities to request that the faulty pumping stations at Burtonwood and Winwick be repaired, so that a decent standard of water be supplied.    

C72  Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (20 February 2008)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Cross, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T Rogers-Smith     

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C72.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor B Long.
C72.2
 Declaration of Interest 

 Nil
C72.3
 Applications for Grant/ Donations

Nil
C72.4
 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


 Nil

C72.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

Royal Mail – Freepost Top Up

 


£    95.04

Clerks Expenses January / February 2008 


£  110.96

Leisure and the Environment Stage 1 Payment FS

£4563.70


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C72.6
Monthly Account – January 2008
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of January 2008 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C72.7
Bank Reconciliation January 2008
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of January 2008 and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted 
C72.8Kingwood Centre
Nil
C72.9Pavilion - Burtonwood

The Clerk reported on the following item(s):

Complaints had been received from Cromwell Athletic Football Club with reference to the unclean and poor facility. It was noted that the Clerk had spoken to the caretaker and the matter had been remedied

It was noted that the caretaker did not have keys to the changing rooms and so could not gain access to clean. The caretaker also reported that she was very upset with the way in which the centre was being used and left. It was further noted that the showers were being left full of mud, corridors and walls were also covered in mud, cigarette ends were found on the floors, light fittings had been pulled down and bins had been tipped over and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk writes to the Burtonwood Albion Football Club to inform them that they were not to:- 

(1) in future lock the changing rooms 

(2) wear their soccer boots in the building

(3) and if again the facility was abused the Parish Council had the right to withdraw the service

C72.10Play Area / Inspection Reports

(1) The repairs had been completed to the roundabout

(2) The Clerk had contacted the Borough Council with the regard to graffiti removal but had been told that this only operated between March and November.

(3) It was noted that the Clerk had received correspondence from Mr. A Kirk of the Borough Council to report that the repaired safety surface which surrounded the roundabout did not now (due to repairs after vandalism) meet recent updates in legislation.

C72.11PIay Areas - Independent Inspections
The Clerk reported that the Borough Council had advised her that an independent inspection was needed and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk makes an appointment with an independent inspector to have the play areas inspected 

C72.12Fir Tree Lane Community Land
It was reported that there was items detailed in correspondence from Mr. P Vivers and Mr. T Cunningham.
C72.13CCTV System - Mercer Street

The Clerk reported that she in consultation with the Chairman had forwarded this matter and had made arrangements to have the CCTV System installed at a cost to the Parish Council of £450.00 for the Annual Hire. 

The following points were clarified before the matter was agreed:-
(1) the camera would be sited on a lamppost near the nursery. If no suitable lamppost could be found, the Police Authority would install one. 
(2) the final costings for the equipment + vat - including installation £500 - but the community partnership based at Warrington Police Station will reduce the price to £450 as a gesture of good faith.   
(3) length of hire - 12 months. 
(4) will local residents have to be notified - no they don't have to be but the Police would put up signs so they would get to know. 
(5) what area will the camera cover - basically it will circle from the area of the nursery - looking at the nursery, at the Co-op up the road, the betting shop, the children's home at 3 Clay lane, and the Play area fields - a very good range. 
(6) has the Parish Council any liability - none other than to pay for the installation 
(7) will the Parish Council have to sign any agreement - no just have to pay for the installation
C72.14Feasibility Study in to Community and Sport Provision

The clerk reported that the tender for the feasibility study had been awarded to Cadence (Land and Environment), a commissioning meeting had taken place and that the initial information gathering process had began.

C72.15Audit 2007-08 
The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Audit Commission which stated that another auditor had been appointed instead of Hacker Young. 
C73    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (20 February 2008)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself. 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C73.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor D Earl and Councillor B Long.
C73.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C73.3
Documents Received

2 General Correspondence Items
6 Domestic Planning Applications


1 Non Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
2 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
2 WBC Cat D Lists
0 Ward List

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C74
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. Warrington Borough Council – Pathway in Seeds Plantation

2. Burtonwood Bulldogs – Pavilion Use – Mr. P Vivers
3. SLCC – Regional Conference 2008 – A Modern Approach

4. Communities and Local Government – Orders and Regulations    Relating to the Conduct of Local Council Authority Members in England

5. CHALC – Warrington Standards Committee

6. CPRE – LGR in Cheshire

7. Cheshire County Playing Fields – Winter 2007/2008

8. Warrington Borough Council – A Guide to Cycling in Warrington

9. CPRE – Request for Volunteers

10. NALC Conference

11. Warrington Borough Council – Independent Remuneration Panel

12. Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council – Civic Service

13. Cheshire Police Authority – Have your Say

14. SLCC – Agenda 

15. Warrington Borough Council – Mayors Ball

16. Cheshire Community Council – Community Pride Competition

17. Wigan Council – Core Strategy Issues

18. Mersey Forest – Friends of Griffin Wood

19. Warrington Borough Council – Request for Footway Scheme in  Chapel Lane, Burtonwood

20. Audit Commission – Change of Auditor

21. Cheshire Police Authority – On the Grapevine

22. Warrington Borough Council – Complaint Ref. Collins Green Play Area

23. Jon Kendrew – Husky Training

24. CHALC – Training

25. Burtonwood Bulldogs - Pete Vivers – Fir Tree Lane

26. Hacker Young – Change of Auditor

27. Burtonwood Bridge - Tom Cunningham – Fir Tree Lane 

28. Cheshire Constabulary – Inspector Brian Heywood – Re Statistical  Info

29. Cadence – Paul Greatorex – Work Timeframe

30. Warrington Borough Council BC – Parish Council Liaison Meeting – 27 March 2008, 5.00 pm

Resolved by the Committee that the documents received be noted 
C74.1 Burtonwood Bulldogs – Pavilion Use / Maintenance – Mr. P Vivers (Items No. 2 Refers)
The Clerk reported on an email received from Mr P Vivers of Burtonwood Bulldogs Rugby Club. It was noted that he had requested the use of the Pavilion changing rooms for his teams on a Sunday morning, he had also requested that additional maintenance be planned for the Fir Tree Lane pitches by way of verti draining and back filling with sharp sand and it was

Resolved by the Committee that permission to use the Pavilion facility on a Sunday morning be denied, as the premises had already been hired out and that the Clerk make enquires with independent contractors with regard to the additional maintenance (vertidraining)

C74.2 Warrington Borough Council – Complaint Ref. Collins Green Play Area

(Items No. 22 Refers)
The Clerk reported on correspondence received from the Borough Council.

A letter on behalf of a constituent from Helen Jones MP had originally been sent to the Chief Executive of the Borough Council in November 2007, but it had gone astray and had only reached the Parish Council on 8 February 2008.
It was noted that Helen Jones MP had been contacted by Mr Hudsperth of 37 Penny Lane, Collins Green, who reported to her that he lived in the end terrace property next to the children’s play area. The railings surrounding the play area were attached to his gable end and every time the gate was slammed shut the vibration caused the rendering to come away from the wall. Mr Hudsperth had requested a site visit and that the attached railings be detached and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk site visit the play area and make recommendations to the next meeting of the Parish Council 

C74.3 Burtonwood Bulldogs – Fir Tree Lane Pitches – Mr. P Vivers (Items No. 25 Refers)
The Clerk reported on an email received from Mr P Vivers of Burtonwood Bulldogs Rugby Club.  The correspondence related to clarification for permission to play on the rugby pitches during inclement weather.

It was noted that the Clerk had already replied to Mr Vivers saying that the Parish Council had no jurisdiction over the playing of rugby matches as this was down to the match referee.

Mr Vivers had also requested that the pitches be spiked and rolled when the weather was more suitable. 

The Committee discussed this at some length as they viewed that one of the main areas of concern was that the rugby pitches were being overplayed and that this would be reviewed in the next municipal year and it was 

Resolved by the Committee that 

(1) Councillor T O’Neill be appointed to monitor the general condition of the rugby pitches and the community land on Fir Tree Lane, if it was deemed to be flooded due to inclement weather or  overplayed (the hirer causing further detriment to the area) then he would close the pitches until further notice,

(2) the decision to play rugby matches or training sessions was not the responsibility of the Parish Council as this decision lay with the match referee or the trainer, and, 

(3) the Clerk establish from Mr Vivers whether the Bulldogs intended in paying for the spiking and rolling out of their budget as the Parish Council had only just paid an invoice from Mr Dixon last month  

C74.4 Burtonwood Bridge – Fir Tree Lane Pitches – Mr. T Cunningham (Item No. 27 Refers)
The Clerk reported on an email received from Mr T Cunningham of Burtonwood Bridge Rugby Club.  The correspondence related to a request to spike and roll the pitches on Fir Tree Lane and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk refer to the above minute when replying to Mr Cunningham 
C75
Any Other Business
C75.1 Councillor J Higham reported on the amount of debris that had been left on Milnthorpe Road after the Borough Council workers had pruned the hedges, it was further noted that the request to have the gullies cleaned had not been completed and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the debris is removed and the gullies are also cleaned out

C75.2
Councillor T O’Neill reported on graffiti that is on a residents fence backing onto the Borough Council play area at Chapel Lane, it was noted that Councillor O’Neill had contacted the Borough Council to request that it was removed, but, he was informed that because the graffiti was on the residents perimeter fencing it could not be removed and it was  


Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the graffiti is removed
C75.3
Councillor E Coop reported that local residents had complained about the floodlighting on the all weather area at Highfield Farm, Tan House Lane and it was 


Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Development Control Department of Borough Council to request information regarding their planning permission
C75.4 Councillor E Coop reported that he had received information from the Chief Executive of North Cheshire Hospitals NHS Trust (Warrington Hospital) relating to their forthcoming Foundation Trust Consultation and it was  

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Chief Executive, Ms Catherine Beardshaw to request that representatives of the hospital attend the next meeting of the Council to give a presentation on the new Foundation Trust Status 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm

     Signed as a true record………..………………Councillor E Coop          
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