BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 16 January at 7.30 pm
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C60
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor A Jennings, Councillor M Jackson, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor K Burgess and Councillor P Wilde.
C61
Community Policing / Community Issues  

PCSO Joanne Lawson reported on the following issues:-
· Youth Problems In Westbrook, specifically Mary Ann Meadows relating to alcohol and drugs
· False Identification Cards, Trading Standards aware of this issue
· Parking problems outside Schools (heavily congested at drop off and pick up times)

· No Zebra Crossing at Callands Primary School
· Complaints regarding parking of vehicles in Harlech Close
C62
Minutes of the Meeting (21 November 2007)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 21 November 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C63
Matters Arising
C63.1 Reduced Library Service (Minute Reference C54.2 Refers) 

Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had attended a meeting with the Borough Council with reference to their decision to reduce the Burtonwood Libraries opening hours. It was noted that the Borough Council accepted that their consultation methods had been very poor.


It was further noted that Councillor O’Neill had informed the Borough Council that the community in Burtonwood was very isolated and that the provision should be more and not less. Other options were also discussed relating to additional services being provided at the library site with reference to developing a one stop shop, but furthering these options would require additional funding. 
C63.2 Christmas Tree Order 2007 (Minute Reference C55.9 Refers) 
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the fact that this year the tree had not been vandalised, it was noted that this was due to the support of the local community.  

C64  Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (16 January 2008)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Cross, Councillor B Long and Councillor T Rogers-Smith     

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C64.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Joyce.
C64.2
 Declaration of Interest 

 Nil
C64.3
 Applications for Grant/ Donations

St Philip’s Pre School – Request for Grant £ 251.89 – For equipment to introduce and reinforce the subject of Road Safety
Finance Sub-Committee Recommended Amount £251.89 – Deferred from last meeting of the Sub-Committee
C64.4
 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


 Nil

C64.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

D Norris Half Year Grounds Maintenance


£ 2950.00

SLCC 2008 Subscription 





£   129.00 

Warrington Borough Council – Play Area Fencing Inspection 
£   112.80

Warrington Borough Council – Play Area Inspection 

£   112.80

Rainbow Safety Surfacing – Repair Pavilion Site 

£   528.75

K Tindall Play Area Repairs – Pavilion Site 


£   366.00


K Tindall Bus Shelter repairs 




£   235.23


St Michaels Clock Tower – Electric



£   196.00


A Charlson Electrical - Kingswood Light Repairs 

£   341.17 


A Charlson Electrical – Christmas Tree Installation 

£   585.38 


Willow Landscapes - Spike & Roll all Pitches 


£   223.25

Clerks Expenses Nov/Dec/Jan 2008

 

£   295.36

Clerks Expenses Internet Security 



£     42.81

Zurich Municipal Insurance 08/09 



£2996.34

Cromwell Fabrication Pavilion Safety Barrier Repair 

£    94.00

S Smith – Relief Caretaker - Kingswood 



£    40.00

K Tindall – Painting at Kingswood Centre 


£   358.06


PAYE Quarter 3






£ 1814.67

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C64.6
Monthly Accounts – November / December 2007

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the months of November and December 2007 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C64.7
Bank Reconciliation 2007-2008 – Budget Monitoring
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of December 2007 and the forecasted reconciliation up to the end of the current financial year and it was 

(1) Recommended that the report be accepted and that all spending be kept within the forecasted figures and that
(2) The Emergency Fund holding account figure remain the same   

C64.8
Parish Precept 2008/2009

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Borough Council requesting the setting of the forthcoming year’s precept, it was further noted that the Borough Council were intending to pay the precept in two halves, one payment in April and one payment in September and it was 

Recommended that the Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council Precept be set at £75309.52 (4% increase) for the forthcoming financial year of 2008/2009
C64.9 Earmarked Funding / New Projects and Existing Commitments 
The Clerk reported on the existing commitments, one of which still remained to be completed, this it was noted was the mounding of earth around the perimeter of the community land at Fir Tree Lane, it was reported that this could not be started until the field had dried out, which could be some time due to the current wet weather.

The Clerk reported on the provision of the Community and Sports Feasibility Study, the costing of this was still uncertain as the tendering process was still ongoing.

The Clerk reported on the Skate Board Park, it was noted that the co-coordinator for the scheme was currently formulating a report which he would present to a further meeting of the Parish Council.  

It was noted that it had been requested at the previous meeting of the Council that the salaries of the part-time care-takers be placed on the agenda of the budget setting meeting in order to re-access payments. This matter was discussed and an acceptable figure was agreed upon and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk process the new payments and forwarded the new instructions to the bank 

C64.10Annual Insurance 2008/2009
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the new premium of £2996.34 from Zurich Municipal for 2008-2009 be accepted
C64.11Banking Arrangements 2008/2009
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Parish Council continues with its banking arrangements with the National Westminister Bank PLC
C64.12Appointment of Internal Auditor for Financial Year 2007/2008
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Borough Council be requested to conclude the internal audit for the current financial year 

C64.13Appointment of Accountant to Finalise Year End Accounts (2007/2008)

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that Mrs. A Riley be requested to produce the Year End Accounts for the current financial year 

C64.14Asset Register 2007/2008
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that Mrs. A Riley be requested to update the Parish Asset Register to 31 March 2008
C64.15Parish Council Elections 2008 – Costing 
It was noted that the Clerk had received correspondence from the Borough Council to seek clarification on budget setting for the forth coming year and invoice production and it was 

Recommended that the Clerk request that the invoice be sent for payment from the Borough Council at the appropriate time after the election process had been completed

C64.16Kingwood Centre
The Clerk reported that the upper half of the main hall had been painted during the Christmas recess.
C64.17Pavilion - Burtonwood

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Mr. K Tindall in relation to the necessary refurbishment of the base boards of the roundabout. It was noted that this unfortunately could not be done due to the fixing requirement of the galvanised sheets.   

Councillor T O’Neill reported that on a site visit to the park he had noticed that at the entrance point through the safety fencing gate a large area had become very muddy, it was noted that this was a problem due to the recent very wet weather and it was  

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the 
(1) Clerk contact Cromwell Fabrications to see if they were able to refurbish the base boards of the roundabout and 

(2) The Clerk look into solving this problem of a rutting at the access point to the play area  

C64.18Play Area / Inspection Reports

It was noted that the Clerk had received an inspection report from the Borough Council and that she had sent an order for completion of all works necessary to the Borough Council.

It was also noted that the report had highlighted the amount of graffiti on the play area equipment, the Clerk reported that it would be very difficult to paint over at this time of the year as it would not dry out in its normal time and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk contact the Borough Council to request that their graffiti removal team be employed  

C64.19Play Areas – Fencing 
The Clerk reported that the snagging list repairs had now been completed and that she had forward the payment to the company.

C64.20Fir Tree Lane Community Land
 Nil
C64.21St Michaels Parish Hall – Christmas Donation

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a donation of £50 be forwarded in appreciation for the free use of the hall  

C64.22Joint Parish Council Funding – Speed Watch Camera
 The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from Cheshire Constabulary relating to the purchasing of a Community speed watch camera.
It was noted that the Clerk had requested a costing from the Police Officer concerned but this information had not been received and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a further report be brought back to the table when the financial element had been ascertained
C64.23CCTV System  - Mercer Street

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from Cheshire Constabulary relating to an offer of a CCTV system to be installed in Mercer Street, Burtonwood to combat the youth nuisance in the area.

It was noted that other details had yet to be confirmed regarding the installation and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk request a full and complete proposal from Inspector Brian Heywood 
C64.24Any Other Business

C64.25Feasibility Study in to Community and Sport Provision

The clerk reported that the tender process was underway, the companies selected had been notified of the closing and interview date.
C64.26Miracle Design and Play 
The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from Miracle Design and Play referring to the Annual maintenance check of the large module on the Pavilion Play area and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that an order be placed for the visit to scheduled

C65    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (16 January 2008)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself Councillor D Earl and Councillor J Higham. 
It was noted that also in attendance in relation to agenda item 2 (Omega Development) was:-

2 x Representatives – Miller Developments

Carsten Kressell - Head of Economic Development (Warrington Borough Council)
John Groves - Head of Development Control (Warrington Borough Council)
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C65.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross.
C65.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C65.3
Documents Received

3 General Correspondence Items
10 Domestic Planning Applications


4 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

1 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
2 WBC Cat D Lists
1 Ward List

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C65.4
Omega Phase 1 

Councillor T O’Neill reported on the initial meeting with the developers and the Borough Council which had been arranged to set out protocol.

Both Councillor O’Neill and Councillor Earl forwarded their concerns for the community regarding the massive additional traffic impact to the attendees and these concerns were noted.

It was reported that this had been the first meeting but regular meetings would be held in the future for consultation and rising issues, it was further noted that Carsten Kressell as the Borough Councils ‘project manager’ would be the first point of contact relating to the ongoing development.   
 
C66
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1
Society of Local Council Clerks – AGM plus Tool kit

2
Warrington Parish Plan – Network Event

3
Warrington CVS – Contact November 2007

4
Society of Local Council Clerks – Conference  Programme

5
Warrington CVS – 27 November 2007 Update 4

6
Cheshire Training Partnership – Training Dates

7
Parkside Action Group -  Agenda

8
Parkside Action Group  - LDF Proforma 


9
Warrington Borough Council – Use of Premises for Borough Council Elections 2008 

10
Glasden – Latest Products

11
Cheshire Community Council – Strengthening Rural Communities

12
St Philips Westbrook – Forshaw Trust – Thank You Letter

13
Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine – November 2007

14
Society of Local Council Clerks – Practitioners Conference

15
CPRE – Fieldwork

16
Wind Direct – Public Consultation

17
Warrington Borough Council – Precept 2008

18
Cheshire Police Authority – Meetings 2008/9

19
Warrington Borough Council – Grappenhall Hall Special Community School

20
Warrington Borough Council – Woolston Community High School

21
Warrington Borough Council - Briefing Note – Cromwell Avenue / Ladywood Road

22
Cheshire Constabulary – On the Grapevine – December 2007

23
Council and Clerks Direct – January 2008

24
Warrington Borough Council – Warrington Rights of Way Forum

25
The Clerk – January 2008

26
Warrington Borough Council – HOPE08

27
Warrington CVS – AGM 

Resolved by the Committee that the documents received be noted 
C66.1 Warrington Borough Council – Briefing Note – Cromwell Avenue /  Ladywood Road (Items No. 21 Refers)
It was noted that the Clerk had forwarded this briefing note to all Councilor’s prior to the meeting for their consideration. 

As per the last meeting of the Council a heated debate followed in which Parish Councillors questioned the Ward Members for Westbrook (Councillor D Earl and Councillor B Long) in regard to the briefing note.
Councillor Judith Guthrie confirmed the statement which Councillor Peter Hamel made at the last meeting of the Committee in which he reported that only a pedestrian crossing had been requested from the Borough Council.

The briefing report is detailed below in full in italics:-

Briefing for: Executive Member, Ward Members, Chief Officers

and Parish Councils

Topic: Cromwell Ave/Ladywood Rd

Heads of service

Barry Eaton Strategic Transport

Sharon Walls - Highways Network Management & Design

Prepared by Alan Dickin (01925 442685)

Date: 20th December 2007

The following briefing provides a summary of progress on the review and implementation of changes at the above junction:
Short Term Changes
Further to the previous briefing dated 2nd November 2007, subsequent email correspondence and site meetings involving elected members and Council officers the following actions have been taken:
On Sunday 11th November the following changes to the junction were made:
Changed priority for certain movements within a revised signal staging, requiring a number of signal heads to be changed on site
New timing plans for specific peaks (week and weekend) Amended lining within the junction and lane allocation on Westbrook Crescent Additional information signs for pedestrians 

In the two weeks following these changes the junction was monitored on site and the following amendments made:
Further revision to timing plans Additional signing to advise drivers turning right into Westbrook Crescent not to proceed on a red light. A signal head was removed in order to reduce any driver confusion at the changes Cycling Dismount signs erected Additional warning signs erected The improvements have delivered demonstrable increases in vehicle throughput in addition to reducing conflicts with right turning traffic into Westbrook Crescent. Also the wait time for pedestrians has decreased and therefore pedestrian access improved. Site observations since have identified or further heightened the following issues Speeding through the junction and along Cromwell Ave Lack of understanding of Puffin crossing equipment Impact of the Asda access/Westbrook Crescent priority junction on the operation of the signal junction
To date CCTV has not been installed, but is still intended and will be implemented as soon as possible.
It is anticipated that high seasonal demands to Asda and Gemini retail park will put pressure on the junction and queuing will be come excessive at times.
Medium Term changes Spring 2008
As set out in the consultants review, the medium term recommendations included the provision of a left turn lane into Westbrook Crescent from Cromwell Avenue south. The cost of this work is estimated at £100,000 including relocation of statutory undertaker s plant.
In addition, at the end of the review process in October, a commitment was made to investigate the following issues and include measures, where appropriate, at the same time as the left turn lane.
Therefore, the options being considered within the scope of medium term changes include:

Provision of a bus lay-by on Westbrook Crescent (Westbound)

Changes to Asda/Westbrook Crescent junction to improve access in/out of car park

Provision of a toucan crossing across Westbrook Crescent within the signal junction to allow continuity of the off road cycle route

Additional left in/out access at the north end of Asda car park onto Cromwell Avenue.

Measures to improve the internal routing of traffic in Asda car park

Provision of bus lay-by on Cromwell Avenue southbound or removal of bus stop, subject to consultation.

Improved transition for cyclists between off and on road provision

Pedestrian refuge on Ladywood Road

The design and analysis work for the above elements is ongoing a draft preliminary layout for the left turn lane is shown over page for information. Safety and cycle audits will be carried out on the preliminary proposals in January. 
It is proposed to consult with members in the new year on a preferred scheme, closely followed by a meeting with Asda to discuss car park access options. It is felt that certain internal operational changes within the Asda car park would have a positive impact on the junction efficiency.
The current programme for implementation gives a start on site in April/May 2008 with a 6-8week construction period. The improvements, subject to approval, would be in place for the summer next year.
[image: image1.emf]
The Committee had the following issues:-
· No Hazard Management Study 

· Still could no clarify who sanctioned the work – Ward Members stated that they had no knowledge of installation of Traffic Light decision and Warrington Borough Council Officers had delegated Powers – most of attendees did not believe that Ward Members were not made aware of plan prior to installation and Borough Officers could not be blamed – absolute disgrace
· The final cost could be over one million pounds 
· Must have traffic movement – failing system – roundabout should be reinstalled
· Vehicles turning right into Ladywood Road had to breach traffic regulations to gain access 
Resolved by the Committee that Councillor D Orr forward to the Clerk a list of question in relation to the above for the Borough Council to answer
C67
Any Other Business

C67.1 Councillor T Rogers Smith reported on the following items:-

· many complaints received from local residents regarding problem vehicles at school - dropping off and picking children up 

· that defibulators were soon to be sited in leisure centres

· that she had been appointed an LEA governor at St Gregory’s Catholic High School

C67.2
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the low water pressure that the residents of Burtonwood had suffered with for a long period of time, this matter was forwarded by Andy Farrall of the Borough Council. It was noted that the outcome of the problem was that the Burtonwood service pumping station had a fault and this was not intended to be repaired until the service pipes to the Omega site were installed. 


It was noted that Councillor O’Neill was still pursuing the problem of no evening or Sunday bus service to Burtonwood; he had again had meetings with Warrington Borough Transport and the Borough Council.

C67.2 Councillor J Higham reported on the blocked sewers due to debris going down the grids and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that a gulley sucker is used to clear the grids in Burtonwood
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm

     Signed as a true record………..………………Councillor E Coop          





                        (Chairman)
   

  20 February 2008
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