BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 20 June 2007 at 7.30 pm
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C15
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor M Jackson, Councillor J Higham and Councillor J Guthrie.
C16
Community Policing Issues  

Police Constable Lee Broadstock was in attendance at the meeting and reported on the following issues:-

· Police Community Speed Watch – still being set up, should be completed by the time of the next Parish Council Meeting
· Community Support Officer Sarah Mackie – removed from Westbrook and Callands due to not having a driving license
· Response Centre low on staff – response times longer
· Drugs Operation to commence in the Parish area

· Bewsey, Dallam and Whitecross Wards could  shortly be included in the catchment zone for Warrington West, it was reported that this would increase the existing Officers work loads and would affect the capability of policing the area efficiently. It was further noted that the newly designated Community Police Support Officers might be affected and that they could be ‘pulled’ to other areas if required.

P.C Broadstock reported that he was arranging a meeting for Councillor J Joyce, Councillor T O’Neill and Inspector B Heywood to discuss the above and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to Chief Constable Fahy and the Police Forum to forward the Council’s concern over this matter    

C17
Minutes of the Meeting (16 May 2007)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 16 May 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C18
Matters Arising
C18.1
Callands Road Repairs / Site Visit (Minute Reference C96.1 and C14.4 Refers)

It was reported that no response had been received from the Borough Council relating to the sub-standard repairs and although the Clerk had contacted the Borough Council to arrange a site visit with a Highway Department representative this had not been scheduled and, Councillor Jennings had not been contacted as requested. It was noted that Councillor Jennings was very concerned and disappointed over this matter.

Councillor T O’Neill also viewed his concerns with regard to the lack of response from correspondence sent to the Borough Council and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that assurances be given that this matter be rectified  

C18.2
New Pavements – Aldridge Drive (Minute Reference C14.6 Refers)

The Clerk reported that she had not received a reply relating to the correspondence sent to the Borough Council.
Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had spoken to the Borough Council regarding the new surfacing, it was noted that he had been told that it was a new type of final finish and it was called a ‘slurry mix’ and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk again contact the Borough Council to request more information regarding the new type of surfacing and to ask whether this final finish would now be used Borough wide     

C19
Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (20 June 2007)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor B Long, Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Cross and Councillor J Joyce    

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C19.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Rogers-Smith.

C19.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C19.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

An application for grant had been received from Chernobyl Children Life Line – 10th Year Warrington hosting 22 children from Belarus 
Amount Requested £300
Recommended Grant by the Sub-Committee £ 300 

A donation request for grant had been received to match fund a bicycle for PCSO D Brownlee, it was noted that Winwick Parish Council had already agreed to donate £250 towards the cost of the unit. 

Amount Requested £250

Recommended Grant by the Sub-Committee £ 250 (this recommendation was suspended until further guarantees could be given to CSO Brownlee’s area of duty)
C19.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


Swinton Insurance – Parish Tractor 



£  499.61

Protec – Fire Maintenance Contract – Kingswood Centre
£  316.57

C19.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


 Royal Mail Group PLC – Freepost Top up


£    50.00


James Co - New Boiler Kingswood Centre


£1974.00


LCAS – Seminar 






£    35.25


Mrs Sogbetun – Refund Kingswood Centre Party

£    20.00


Week End Caretaker – Kingswood Centre


£  130.00


Warrington Borough Council Play Area Inspection 

£  112.80


Clerks Expenses May/June 2007




£  106.44


Inland Revenue PAYE Q1 2007/08 



£1679.86


Gate Keeper PAYE Overpayment 



£    66.90


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C19.6
Internal Audit 2006/2007
The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been completed by the Borough Council, it was noted that the auditor had completed the Annual Return and that their report was as follows:-
“Following the completion of the Internal Audit review of the Parish Council I am pleased to report that there is evidence that the internal controls are in place and operating satisfactory for the key control areas examined. The following points should be considered to further improve the control framework currently in place:

· An Annual risk assessment should be taken by the Parish Council. This should be formally documented in a way that demonstrates consideration of the key risk factors facing the Council and the controls in place in order to mitigate those risks.

· In addition to the depreciation costs the Parish Clerk is to also formally document the replacement value of the Council’s Bus Shelters within the accounts.”
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be noted

C19.7 External Audit 2006/2007

The Clerk reported that she was in the final stage of the compilation of documents that the external auditor required, it was noted that the completion dated had been set for 29 June 2007. 

The Clerk presented the annual external audit return and went through in particular Section 2 – The Annual Governance Statement and it was

Recommended that the statement be completed with “yes” responses and signed by the Chairman and Clerk

C19.8
Kingwood Centre
It was reported by the Clerk that the Centre would be closed for a week at the end of the summer holidays due to refurbishment and that the boiler had been replaced.

C19.9Pavilion - Burtonwood

Removal of Redundant Pad

The Clerk had gained a quotation for the removal of a redundant pad sited in the Pavilion Park area.
The quote submitted included the following:-

To remove the tarmac area (7mtrs x 3mtrs x 0.2 mtrs approx

To replace the dug out area with top soil and re-seed area

To clear and remove waste material

Total cost £ 2250 inclusive

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted and an order be placed for the work to commence
Gate Keeper
It was noted by the Sub-Committee that the gate keep had again been underpaid due to another change in his tax code and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that his payment be recalculated and a cheque for the under payment be forwarded to him

C19.10Parish Play Areas / Warrington Borough Inspection Reports

It was noted that the Clerk had received an inspection report from the Borough Council and that she had sent an order for completion of all works necessary to the Borough Council.
C19.11Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches

Nil

C19.12Playing Field Areas
The Clerk reported that she had gained a quotation to have all play areas weeded and fertilized.

The quote submitted included the following:-

Fir Tree Lane Playing Field
Spray selective weed treatment to all playing field area £ 196.00 + vat

To apply summer fertilizer to all playing field area £ 210.00 vat
Clay Lane Playing Field
Spray selective weed treatment to all playing field area £ 196.00 + vat

To apply summer fertilizer to all playing field area £ 210.00 vat

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted with the amendment to add the small play area at Collins Green at an additional cost and an order be placed for the work to commence

C19.13Any Other Business

The Clerk reported that she had received a verbal costing for the By-Election in February and that this amounted to nearly £4000, it was noted that an invoice and breakdown of costs was to shortly follow.
C20
Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (20 June 2007)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself and Councillor G Cross and it was

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C20.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor D Earl and Councillor J Higham.
C20.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C20.3
Documents Received

2 General Correspondence Items

7 Domestic Planning Applications


2 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

5 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

1 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

1 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Lists
6 Ward Lists

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 

C20.4
Planning Issues


Planning Application Ref. P- /20070645 (St Helens Council)


Application Type – Outline Applications Major

Proposal – Residential development (up to 300 dwellings), employment use (B1 and B2), and ancillary retail uses together with open space

Location – Bold Industrial Park, Neills Road, Bold 

Councillor T O’Neill reported on a new mixed proposed development to be sited on the Bold Industrial Estate at Neills Road, St Helens (between the villages of Sutton and Burtonwood.

Councillor O’Neill voiced his concerns regarding traffic issues and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the application be objected to on the grounds of the additional traffic impact 
C21
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. Cheshire Community Council – Community Pride Competition

2. Planning for Waste in Greater Manchester

3. Warrington Association for Special Children

4. Wigan Council – Development and Air Quality

5. CPRE – Fieldwork

6. Email – Councillor J Joyce – Community Support Officer – Donation / Grant 

7. Helen Jones MP – Gorsey Lane Play Area

8. Warrington Borough Council – Improving Access for Disabled People

9. Warrington CVS – Contact May 2007

10. Warrington Borough Council – Civic Service and Parade, 17 June 2007

11. Warrington Borough Council – Revenues and Benefits Service

12. Scottish Power

13. Burtonwood Bulldogs Junior Rugby League Club

14. Warrington Borough Council – Warrington Rights of Way Forum

15. Warrington Borough Council – Burtonwood Issues

16. Warrington Borough Council – Burtonwood Issues

17. Mr. R Ashley – Warrington Borough Council
18. Allan Mason – Land Request

19. SLCC – Cheshire Branch

20. SLCC – Institute of Local Council Management

21. Burtonwood Bridge ARLFC – Fun Run
22. Warrington Borough Council – Europa Boulevard Mini Roundabout

23. Cheshire Police Authority - Forum
24. Numatic International 

25. Warrington Borough Council – Review of Secondary Provision Booklet and Notification of Public Meetings

26. Cheshire Community Council – Village Halls Energy Survey 
C21.1
Burtonwood Bulldogs Junior Rugby League Club (Item No. 13 Refers)
The Clerk reported that this item had been sent in by Mr. P Vivers requesting that a member of the Parish Council meet with him on site to discuss several issues and it was 

Resolved that Councillor T O’Neill would meet with Mr. Vivers   

C22
Any Other Business

C22.1
Councillor J Joyce reported on the overgrown bushes from the vicarage obstructing the pathway on Clay Lane and it was

Resolved that the Clerk contact the Diocese to request a maintenance visit 


Councillor J Joyce also reported on the recent flooding problem on Clay lane leading into the village, it was noted that the problems stemmed from the fields and it was


Resolved that the Clerk contact the Borough Council to request that a survey be done and a plan to resolve the problem be drawn up

C22.2
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the embankment situated near Weymouth Road and the Community Centre and the need to have the grassed site regularly cut and maintained. It was noted the recent works had cost the Borough Council in the region of £40K, but the site now looked overgrown due to lack of maintenance.


Councillor O’Neill also reported that he had requested the Borough Council to cut the embankment but this had not been done due to financial restraints and it was    


Resolved that the Clerk forward the Parish Councils dismay regarding the Borough Councils financial planning policy (spending huge amounts of money on landscaping but not being able to maintain the site properly) and to request that the site be maintained immediately   

C22.3
Councillor P Hamel reported on the planned new mini roundabout to be situated at the junction of Ikea and Marks and Spencer’s car parks and it was


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the following be answered

· Who has financed the scheme?

· Why is the roundabout necessary and where was the request from?

· Why was the Parish Council not consulted on the matter? 

C22.4.
Councillor P Wide reported on the non collection of waste, it was noted that her trade waste had been collection but the household waste had not, it was noted that there seemed to be confusion when a site had a mix of waste collection.   


Councillor Wilde also reported on recent works taken place on the BME Industrial Estate, in Burtonwood. It was noted that a unit had been removed, perimeter trees had been removed leaving a 4 foot gap and railings had been knocked in the brook.


Councillor T O’Neill reported that it was private land and the site owner did not have to request permission to clear land and it was


Resolved that the Clerk contact the Environment Agency to clear the brook and reinstate the railings    
C22.5
Councillor K Burgess reported on the problem of the blocked drains and gulleys in Forshaws Lane and Broad Lane, it was noted that he had recently visited the sites with a representative of the Borough Council, but the problem had not been remedied.


Councillor Burgess reported on the general safety of the play area on the Pavilion site with regards to possible dog fouling around the play units, it was noted that the Borough Council had recently completed works to their play area in Burtonwood costing approximately eleven thousand pounds and it was

Resolved that the Clerk gain quotations to have the area fenced off and gated
Councillor Burgess also reported on the Parish Councils and the Clerks inability to gain a quotation for the removal of a redundant pad which in his view was a serious risk and hazard to users of the play area. It was noted that Councillor Burgess reported this item to a meeting of the Council on 21 March 2007. 

The Clerk reported that a quotation for the removal of the disused climbing frame surface had been gained and the work was scheduled to commence on 9 July 2007. It was further noted that the pad had been on the park for probably 25 years and that it had never been the ‘cause’ of an accident and therefore, in the terms of a likelihood and impact assessment it would be categorised as low risk.

C22.6
Councillor A Jennings reported on loose cobbles leading to the entrance of Asda, it was noted that Councillor D Earl would contact the sites maintenance company (DTZ) to request that the cobbles be reset.

C22.7 Councillor D Orr reported on the removal of the roundabout and the newly installed traffic lights adjacent to the Asda store in Westbrook. It was noted that since these lights had become operational the area had become more heavily congested and many complaints had been received by the Parish and Borough Council.


The Council questioned the need for traffic lights as they had campaigned for many years for pedestrian crossings.


It was noted that Councillor B Long and Councillor D Earl were to meet with a representation from the Borough Councils Highway department the following day and it was

Resolved that Councillor Long and Councillor Earl report the findings from this meeting back to the Parish Council      

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

         Signed as a true record………..…………..…Councillor E Coop          
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