BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 19 March 2008 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


Julie Pickles - Clerk to the Council 




Christopher Knight – North Cheshire Hospitals NHS




Simon Wright - North Cheshire Hospitals NHS





Steve Hunter – Warrington Borough Council 




John Redmond – Warrington Borough Council




Alan Dicken – Warrington Borough Council
Councillor T Rogers-Smith took the Chair due to the absence of Councillor E Coop

C76
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor P Hamel, Councillor E Coop, Councillor A Jennings, Councillor T Cross, Councillor P Wilde and Councillor J Guthrie.
C77
North Cheshire Hospitals NHS Trust – Foundation Trust Status Consultation – Presentation


Christopher Knight (Director of Business Development) and Simon Wright (Director of Operations) attended the meeting to consult with the Parish Council with regard to their application for NHS Foundation Trust Status.



It was reported that public consultation would end on the 11 April 2008. From May to June the application would be scrutinised for ‘fitness for purpose’, in early autumn the trust board would then be examined by Monitor (the regulator of Foundation Trusts) and it was noted that authorisation for NHS Trust Status should be received in late autumn.

The presentation covered the following aspects:-

· Working with the community to make Halton and Warrington Hospitals an NHS Foundation Trust 

· What are NHS Foundation Trusts

· Moving in the right direction -  how the hospitals were currently performing

· Their future work – Improving quality

· Membership – getting involved in your hospital

· What do Members get

· Governors – helping shape local services

· Governors – how the Council works

· Summary – Why Foundation Trust Status is right for your hospitals

· Getting Involved – what we need you to do 


Christopher and Simon were thanked for their attendance and their informative presentation and it was


Resolved by the Committee that this Foundation Trust Status Application be supported and welcomed
C78
Warrington Borough Council – Asda Traffic Lights – Update


Representatives of the Borough Council attended the meeting to update the Committee with regard to the new traffic light system.

It was noted that the Clerk had sent the following correspondence to the Borough Council on 27 February, stating concerns and requesting further information. The Borough Councils response follows:-

Letter sent to Borough Council dated 27/02/08

With reference to the Traffic Lights currently located at the junction of Cromwell Avenue/Westbrook Crescent/Ladywood Road

Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council still have significant concerns with respect to the current operation of the traffic lights.

In recent weeks the Parish Council have received the following documentation:

                    Briefing for: Executive Member, Ward Members of Chief Offices by Strategic Transportation Division date 19 July 2007.

                    Emails from Alan Dickin regarding short term changes and medium term changes dated 20th December 2007

After review of this documentation and all previous submissions by Warrington Borough Council and their subcontractors, the following areas either remain unaddressed, unanswered or need further clarification:

                    Safety 

                    Feasibility Study

                    Lack of consultation

                    Decision to proceed

                    Short Term Changes

                    Medium Term Changes

                    Future Impact of Traffic

Prior to the construction of the traffic lights, access to the Westbrook centre area from the Ladywood Road area for buggies, bikes and pedestrians was via a bridge over Cromwell Avenue.  This 4 legged bridge had both steps and a ramp access from all areas. Access was possible to both Asda and the Westbrook Medical Centre / St Philips School via this bridge. This proposal eliminated the requirement for pedestrians to come into contact with any vehicles whilst crossing Cromwell Avenue.

From a Safety Hazard Management Perspective the following standard is the normal hierarchy chosen road transportation:

Eliminate: Pedestrians from crossing roads (e.g. through provision of bridges, subways etc)

Mitigate: Provision of facilities to allow road crossing (e.g. via traffic lights or toucan crossings etc)

Accept:  No additional works required.

Prior to the construction of the traffic lights, the Hazard Management Strategy eliminated the risk through the provision of the bridge.

Can you advise and present to the Parish Council the risk studies that have been carried out by the Borough Council to justify the increased the risk of injuries to pedestrians and car users through the decision to construct the traffic lights.

If the risk studies have been carried out can you please advise who has taken the decision (and by default has potentially accepted liability in the event of injury) to increase the risk to pedestrians and car users by constructing the traffic lights.

  Feasibility Study

The initial requests submitted to the Local Ward Councillors in November 2002 was to consider the feasibility of introducing a pedestrian crossing at Westbrook Crescent for local pedestrians and people alighting from buses at a bus stop located adjacent to the roundabout.  However, this study was not implemented due to “problems encountered with the proposed siting”

The options study appears to jump from “consider the potential for a pedestrian crossing” to a full traffic light junction with little or no consideration of alternative options including the “Do nothing” Option.

Can you please provide details of the feasibility and options study for the junction and the impact assessment for each option, bearing in mind that the roundabout had little issues associated with vehicular movement.

  Decision to Proceed

Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council are confused as to who made the decision to proceed with the traffic lights.  On consultation with the Borough Council local elected members we have been advised that the decision to proceed was by Council Members.  However, Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council have been advised that Councillor Axcell was briefed about the proposals in early 2007 and was satisfied with the process.

Can you please advise Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council as to who made the decision and what level of awareness the elected representatives had in the proposals?

  Short Term Changes

The email dated 20th December 2007 from Alan Dicken has identified a number of changes to the junction.  Can you please advice us to the costs expended on this junction since became operational.

  Medium Term Changes

The Council are surprised to learn that a feasibility study into the junction has not included an option for reinstating the roundabout. We believe that the question asked has been “What do we do to the traffic lights to make it work?” 

The feasibility study should have asked “what do we need to do to the junction to make it work from both a pedestrian and traffic management perspective?” As part of the Borough Councils due diligence the reinstatement of the old roundabout must be considered.

For the purposes of traffic management where concerns relate to the throughput of traffic; a roundabout normally provides a more cost effective solution with respect to throughput and at an overall lowest lifetime cost when compared to that of a traffic lights solution.

Can you please advise what options, impact assessments at likely costs have been considered for the work.

If the reinstatement option has not been included can we request that a feasibility study into the reinstatement of the roundabout is carried out prior to the commencement of any additional works.

  Costs Associated with the Medium Term Changes

The Parish Council is concerned with respect to the proposals for the medium term works and whether all of the works have been fully costed.  On the basis of the potential options identified in the email from Alan Dickin 20th November 2007, there appears to be identified in excess of £0.5m of potential works.  However, the proposal to date only takes cognisance of £100K worth of works.  Can you please confirm, that based on the full scope of work, the proposal will be approved following the approvals procedures for capital expenditure proposals in excess of £0.5m.

In addition can you please ensure that full consultation process takes place prior to the works commencing.  In addition can you please confirm as to the named individual who will take the decision to proceed with work?

  Future Impact of Traffic

In the event that the proposed modifications take place, can you please confirm that these changes will take cognisance of the increased traffic from the new hotel and theme park at Gulliver’s World and the new Omega development?

 
The construction of the traffic lights at the junction of Cromwell Avenue/Westbrook Crescent/Ladywood Road has had a detrimental impact to the resident and businesses within the Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council boundaries.  We would therefore request that no further work be carried out until the Borough Council have resolved these issues in a satisfactory manner.
Response received from the Borough Council on 14/02/08 (Stephen Hunter – Strategic Transportation Divisional Manager)
 

As promised in my holding reply earlier this week I am now writing to offer a   full reply to your email shown below.

As I referred to, myself and colleagues met with Cllrs Earl, Gleave and Axcell last week and agreement was reached regarding the medium term measures to be introduced at the junction over the next 2-3 months. They are described in more detail in the attached briefing note, which has just been issued to local Ward members and Cllr Axcell, the Lead Member for Environment and Regeneration. This note also refers to the discussions which are ongoing with Asda regarding potential improvements to their access and circulation arrangements. These improvements consist both of possible short term measures, which could be implemented at the main access to the store adjacent to the petrol station and also more medium / long term measures looking at the access arrangements to the store in the round.

I can offer reassurance that local residents and businesses will be fully informed regarding these proposed improvements to the junction. Indeed it is proposed to issue a leaflet to local residents and businesses to keep them informed of the planned changes to the junction.

The text below sets out our response to each of your specific points:

Safety

In response to this I can confirm that requests for controlled pedestrian crossings on Westbrook Crescent and Cromwell Avenue date back to 2001. Initially it was proposed to install stand-alone pedestrian crossing facilities on Westbrook Crescent and A574 Cromwell Avenue. In 2002 a preliminary design was carried out to assess the feasibility of installing a pedestrian crossing on Westbrook Crescent. This preliminary design showed that it was not possible to locate a crossing on the Westbrook Crescent arm of the roundabout for the following reasons. Firstly, the crossing would need to be set back, as an absolute minimum, 20m away from the junction and therefore take the crossings away from pedestrian desire lines leading to the main Shopping Centre entrance. 

Secondly, on the Westbrook Crescent arm, the proximity of the bus stop and Asda car park entrance add further difficulty in siting a crossing. The combination of the design standard which requires no stopping or parking for approximately 20m on the approach to a crossing and the need to retain the bus stop on Westbrook Crescent means that a crossing would need to be set back approximately 70m from Cromwell Avenue. This distance back does not provide good pedestrian access and would locate the crossing very close to the adjacent access into Asda car park. In addition, the issues of approach speed and visibility were expected to further compromise the design and siting of the crossings. This would apply particularly to the crossing of Cromwell Avenue, where the lack of visibility for drivers approaching from the north travelling around the Westbrook Way roundabout would mean that their stopping distance would be insufficient for a pelican crossing. This lead to the decision to provide a traffic signal junction with controlled pedestrian crossings allowing pedestrians to cross the road more safely than before, when they had to cross at the roundabout without the assistance of controlled facilities.

It is considered that your suggested alternative crossing using the overbridge over Cromwell Avenue is too long to be attractive for pedestrians with a distance of over 300m to be covered. When considering the stepped access ramps on two of the four corners, a total diversion of 950m would be needed for people with mobility difficulties and wheelchairs to reach the Asda main entrance. Due to these large distances it is unlikely that many pedestrians would use such an alternative, meaning they would cross in less safety at the roundabout without the benefit of controlled pedestrian facilities. 

I can confirm that the original scheme was safety audited before work commenced in November 2006 and after construction in July 2007 as is standard practice for schemes of this nature. Additionally, during the scheme review process a further safety audit was carried out in August/September 2007.

The process by which the decision was taken to implement this scheme is set out below under 'Decision to proceed'

Feasibility Study

The answer above sets out how the original idea of introducing pelican crossings on Westbrook Crescent and Cromwell Avenue was not possible and that in order to introduce controlled pedestrian facilities to improve pedestrian accessibility the only way of doing this safely was to construct a traffic signal junction with controlled pedestrian crossings. The 'Do Nothing' option was considered, but this option would not provide the improvements to pedestrian accessibility requested by many local residents back in 2001/2002. 
Lack of consultation

The Sustainable Transport Improvement Study for the NW Sector of Warrington was carried out in 2001 which included a two stage consultation process. Leaflets were distributed to all households in the area and high profile exhibitions held including two at Asda Westbrook. The objective of the study was to identify measures in the area which would remove barriers to access by bus, bike and foot. The two stage approach allowed the public to be involved in identifying the range of proposals and then prioritising the most important improvements.

One of the key outcomes of this study was the support for pedestrian and cycle improvements along Cromwell Avenue between Sankey Way and Westbrook Way. Starting in 2002, the Council has prioritised a significant level of funding to this route. As well as extensive sections of pedestrian/cycleway, the identified measures included two controlled crossings adjacent to the main pedestrian access to the Westbrook Centre - at Westbrook Crescent (S) and Cromwell Avenue from the direction of Ladywood Road. The measures also address comments raised during the consultation relating to access to the centre from the Ladywood Road area for wheelchairs prams and buggies.

Additionally, following separate requests submitted by the local Ward Councillors for the Westbrook Ward (Cllr Hamel & Cllr Cross) in November 2002, Officers were requested to assess the feasibility of introducing pedestrian crossings at the two locations identified above. These requests were submitted following concerns raised by local residents over problems encountered for pedestrians wishing to gain access to and from the local amenities in the Westbrook centre.

Decision to proceed

The Council's Transport Capital Programme, which is funded through the Local Transport Plan is arranged into a number of themed areas, the funding allocated for each area was approved by Council Members for the 2006-2011 period prior to the Council's second Local Transport Plan being submitted in March 2006. The identification and programming of schemes within each of these areas is then undertaken by officers of the Council's Transportation Service.

The principles of the process which leads to schemes being accepted on the Transport Capital Programme are as follows:

· Each LTP programme theme has a main project sponsor within the

           Transportation Service who puts forward schemes for each theme,             based on individual criteria within each theme e.g. carriageway data, policy priority, consultation feedback, accident data, accessibility etc.

· A Transport Capital Programme Review Group considers each scheme and considers the various elements of a scheme and scores them qualitatively against a range of criteria consistent with Council policy on Congestion, Accessibility, Safety and Quality of Life.

· The review group comprises officers from Transport Planning, Traffic Management and Road Safety, Highways Maintenance, Street Lighting and Engineering Design Consultancy.
· The process and assessment criteria were set out in the LTP2 (LTP2 Chapter 9 p124) which forms part of Council policy.

· The objective of the process is to ensure that schemes are developed holistically and consider a range of policy objectives, with any negative impacts being identified and discussed.
Cllr Axcell, the Lead Member for Environment and Regeneration, was briefed by Jonathan Plant, Design Consultancy Manager in early 2007 on the process of confirming the Transport Capital Programme and was satisfied with this process. For this scheme, the decision to proceed was taken by the Transport Capital Programme Review Group in October 2006.

Short Term Changes

The scheme was developed during the first Local Transport Plan period (2001-2006) as discussed above. It was not implemented during this period due to the fact that sufficient funding only became available during 2006/07, the first year of the second Local Transport Plan. The total cost of the scheme consists of the £385,000 spent to date plus the estimated cost of all of the changes to the junction which have either been introduced or are planned to be introduced since the scheme was opened to traffic in May 2007. These will be in the order of an additional £170,000.

Medium Term Changes

The Medium Term Changes to the junction are being implemented in accordance with the recommendations of the independent review of the operation of the junction, which was undertaken by JMP Consultants. Council officers have also reviewed the junctions operation. These reviews have considered the reinstatement of the roundabout. This option has been ruled out for the following reasons:

· A controlled crossing could not be sited on Westbrook Crescent within standards. Constraints included the proximity of the adjacent Asda access and the bus stop and the need to meet pedestrian desire lines.

· A controlled crossing could not be sited on Cromwell Avenue due to the high approach speeds found following radar surveys. The combination of vehicle speed, line of sight and stopping distances prevent the safe siting of a crossing.
· The current provision affords a level of pedestrian accessibility, including to the mobility impaired, which cannot now be removed. The overbridge at the junction of Westbrook Way/Cromwell Avenue does not provide an attractive alternative and requires a diversion of several hundred metres for those who require ramped access.

· The reinstatement of a roundabout would be inconsistent with the mode hierarchy set out in the Council's Local Transport Plan, which gives a high priority to schemes such as this one which improve accessibility for pedestrians The costs of the medium term measures are set out above. In addition as I referred to earlier, a leaflet is to be produced for local residents and businesses setting out details of the planned medium term measures, which have been agreed following consultations undertaken with local Ward Members and the Lead Member for Environment and Regeneration.
Future Impact of Traffic

I can confirm that a diversion strategy for Gullivers World traffic involving the use of Variable Message and diversionary signs is currently being developed and will be tested prior to the busy summer school holiday period. Full details of this will be provided in the aforementioned information leaflet. In terms of Omega, the Section 106 legal agreement signed when Omega was granted planning permission contains a contribution of £334,000 towards an improvement to this junction to accommodate the additional traffic movements predicted to be generated. It should be noted though that this contribution will not be payable until the peak hour traffic flow accessing Omega reaches 1925 vehicles.

I trust the above response is useful and addresses the issues you raise. If you need to have any further discussions, I am happy to offer with colleagues to attend your upcoming Parish Council meeting, which I understand is scheduled for Wednesday 19th March. If you would like us to attend, please could you advise me of this asap so I can make arrangements to attend.

 

A Further briefing note received from the Borough Council is attached to the minutes (appendix A).
The attending representatives of the Borough Council updated the committee with the above reports and it was noted that the original feasibility study would be forwarded to the Parish Council.
The Members of the Parish Council again raised many issues of concern, a few of which are listed below:-

· Safety (pedestrians / vehicles)

· Accident statistics

· Value for money

· No consultation with local residents or users

· Parish Council had no knowledge of new system until installation began

· No feasibility study reports received by the Parish Council as requested

· No traffic model 

· JMP Consultants reported this scheme was merely interim – 2 year life only
The Committee resolved that,
(1) despite the information and facts received from the Borough Council, the Parish Council considered that the current traffic light scheme to be unsuccessful,

(2) not beneficial,

(3) would not bring future benefits to local residents or users and,

(4) will look to the Borough Council to provide a scheme that is worthy, value for money and successful in the long term 
C79
Community Policing / Community Issues  

Nil
C80
Minutes of the Meeting (20 February 2008)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 20 February 2008 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C81
Matters Arising
C81.1 Low Water Pressure in Burtonwood (Minute Reference C71.4 Refers) 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been sent to United Utilities but it was noted that the Clerk had not received a response from the company and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write again to United Utilities to request that the faulty pumping stations at Burtonwood and Winwick be repaired, so that a decent standard of water be supplied.    

C82  Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (19 March 2008)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor J Joyce, Councillor B Long and Councillor T Rogers-Smith     

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C82.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Cross and Councillor E Coop.
C82.2
 Declaration of Interest 

 Nil
C82.3
 Applications for Grant/ Donations

Burtonwood Bulldogs – Request for Grant £ 175.00
Grant requested to take under 12s team on activity weekend
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that grant of £175.00 be approved
C82.4
 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


 Nil

C82.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


A Charlson – Electrical Repair - Pavilion Invoice 002/08 
£  130.21

Warrington Borough Council Play Area Repairs 

£1255.91

Warrington Borough Council - Xmas Trees 


£1239.80

United Utilities – Half Year Invoice Kingswood Centre

£  281.69

BT Parish Line – 01925 231280 




£  177.28

Miracle Design and Play Invoice 1703 



£  323.13

Clerks Expenses Feb / March 2008 



£  110.15
I Brown Relief Caretaker – Pavilion



£    35.00 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C82.6
Monthly Account – February 2008
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of February 2008 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C82.7
Bank Reconciliation February 2008
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of February 2008 and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted 
C82.8 Kingwood Centre
The Clerk reported that she had received an enquiry relating to the summer holiday period hire. 
It was noted that this request had been received from the Warrington Association of Special Children, the association wished to hire the hall for the summer holiday period but could not afford to pay the full daily rate and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that due to the organisation being registered as a charity, as a one off gesture that the request be approved  
C82.9 Pavilion - Burtonwood

The Clerk reported on the following item(s):

It was noted that the Clerk had site visited the building when a football match was taking place the previous week, the outcome of the visit had been that several points had been agreed upon by Burtonwood Albion relating to the use of the building and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the following guidelines be implemented:-
(1) Garage area to be cleaned and all rubbish removed - to be taken away by Burtonwood Albion
(2) Garage door to be replaced, new lock fixed and 2 keys given to Clerk (repairs are the responsibility of Burtonwood Albion)
(3) Passageway adjacent to internal garage door cleared of rubbish - either stored in garage area or to be taken away by Burtonwood Albion
(4) Changing rooms to be emptied and to be left open - not to be locked
(5) No smoking within building 
(6) All rubbish to be taken away after matches (tape, empty bottles, cans) and,

(7) If again the facility was abused the Parish Council had the right to withdraw the service

C82.10Play Area Pathways – Pavilion
The Clerk reported that she was meeting a contractor on site on Thursday 20 March 2008, in relation to quotations for new play area pathways. 

C82.11Play Area – Penny Lane, Collins Green
It was noted that the Clerk had visited the site and had a meeting with Mr   Hudsperth who resided at 37 Penny Lane, it was further noted that it was agreed that the play fence would be disconnected from Mr Hudsperth’s property and that a rubber stopper be fitted to the gate stop post.  
C82.12Play Area Inspections - Miracle Design and Play
The Clerk reported that the company had inspected their play module on the Pavilion Play area site, it was noted that the findings of the visit had resulted in the play kit being categorised as low risk. 
C82.13PIay Areas - Independent Inspections
The Clerk reported that Mr. Gary Watkinson, an independent play ground inspector had made an appointment to inspect and risk assess the Parish play areas on Friday 14 March but unfortunately Mr Watkinson had to cancel the appointment and it was noted that this arrangement had been rescheduled for Tuesday 25 March 2008. 

C82.14Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches
It was noted that the Clerk had received a quotation from Hitek Installation Limited relating to verti-draining the two pitches.

To carry out verti-draining 


£   900.00 + vat

To supply and carry out top dressing
£ 3840.00 + vat 

Total





£ 4740.00 + vat  

It was reported by the installer that this system should be repeated every 12 months, the Committee thought this estimation was incorrect as the previous installation commissioned was still working well after 7 years and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that an order for the work be placed but it was agreed that the work would not be undertaken on a yearly basis 
C82.15Feasibility Study in to Community and Sport Provision

The clerk reported that the group meetings and questionnaires had been finalised, it was noted that the household questionnaire had been sent out to all parishioners.

It was noted that none of the Council Members had received the household survey and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk contact Cadence (Land and Environment) to request an update on the study  

C82.16Skateboard Park  
The Clerk reported that she had unsuccessfully tried to contact Dave McNicols by telephone and email with regard to the forwarding of the skate board park.

It was noted that Mr McNicols had agreed to apply to St Helens Council for planning permission and to attending a meeting of the Parish Council to update the Committee.

It was noted that Mr McNicols was based at the Choices – Youth Service base at Westbrook and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk contact Choices to regain any supporting information in relation to the Skateboard Park project 
C83    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (19 March 2008)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself, Councillor D Earl and Councillor J Higham. 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C83.1
Apologies

Nil
C83.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C83.3
Documents Received

1 General Correspondence Item

4 Domestic Planning Applications


4 Non Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Lists
0 Ward List

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C84
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. North West Air Ambulance – Thank You Letter

2. Planning for Waste in Greater Manchester

3. Contact February 2008 – Warrington CVS

4. Warrington Borough Council – Statutory Notice – Woolston   Community High School

5. CHALC – Vale Royal Area Meeting

6. The Clerk – March 2008

7. Warrington Borough Council – The Wire

8. Warrington Animal Welfare – Location for Dog Show

9. CEX NCH NHS Trust – Reply 

10. Warrington Borough Council – Graffitti, Debris and blocked Gullies

11. Warrington Borough Council – Development Control – Floodlights, Tan House Lane

12. Warrington Borough Council – Westbrook Library 20th Birthday Celebration

13. Warrington Borough Council – Notice of Election – 1 May 2008

14. Cheshire Police – On the Grapevine

15. Cheshire Community Council – Spring Members Evening

16. Clerks and Councils Direct – March 2008

17. Warrington CVS – March Update

18. Helen Jones MP – 37 Penny Lane

19. 04/03/08 Email from Parish Council to Warrington Borough Council  – Traffic Lights Asda

20. 04/03/08 Email from Councillor T O’Neill to Councillor B Axcell – Traffic Lights Asda

21. 05/03/08 Email from Councillor T O’Neill to Councillor B Axcell – Traffic Lights Asda

22. Warrington Borough Council – Media Release – Sky News – Traffic Lights Asda

23. Warrington Borough Council – Steve Hunter – Answer to email dated 27/02/08

24. 15/03/08 Email from Councillor D Orr – Traffic Lights Asda  

Resolved by the Committee that the documents received be noted 
C85
Parish Council Vacancy – Callands Ward
The Clerk reported that Councillor G Cross and Councillor A Jennings had not attended Council for the last six consecutive meetings. 
Councillor T O’Neill forwarded his disappointment with the non attendance of Councillor Jennings, it was noted that Councillor Jennings had attended only 3 meetings in the current municipal year and that his election for office (By-Election in February 2007) had cost the Parish Council over £4000

The Council noted that the election for these seats would be contested on 1 May 2008 and would be incorporated with the Borough and Parish Elections already set for that date and it was

Resolved that the Clerk notifies the Borough Council of the current vacancies and displays vacancy notices as per usual   

C86
Any Other Business
C86.1 Councillor J Higham again reported on the amount of debris that had been left on Milnthorpe Road after the Borough Council workers had pruned the hedges, it was further noted that the request to have the gullies cleaned had not been completed and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk again writes to the Borough Council to request that the debris is removed and the gullies are also cleaned out

C86.2
Councillor T O’Neill again reported on graffiti that is on a residents fence backing onto the Borough Council play area at Chapel Lane, it was noted that Councillor O’Neill had contacted the Borough Council to request that it was removed, but, he was informed that because the graffiti was on the residents perimeter fencing it could not be removed and it was  


Resolved that the Clerk writes again to the Borough Council to request that the graffiti is removed
C86.3
Councillor K Burgess reported that sections of the road surfacing on Gorsey Lane from the village leading to St Helens had worn thin and was very dangerous, also the drain on the corner of Gorsey Lane needed to be cleaned out.


Councillor Burgess reported that a container had been sited on Parish land at the rear of the Co-op in Burtonwood, it was noted that no permission had been requested.


Councillor Burgess reported on litter that had not been removed from the Pavilion play area and it was  


Resolved that the Clerk 
(1) writes to the Borough Council to request that the road surface is repaired and the drain be cleaned on Gorsey Lane

(2) That the container belonging to the Co-op be requested to be removed and the land made good and 
(3) That all litter is removed from the Pavilion play area site   
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm

Signed as a true record………..…………Councillor T Rogers-Smith          





                     (Deputy Chairman)
   

  16 April 2008
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