BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 16 May 2007 at 7.30 pm

Councillor


Chairman


Ward

 *
E Coop


Burtonwood East

Vice Chairman




*
T Rogers-Smith

Westbrook




Council Members





G Cross


Callands

*

T Cross


Callands


                      
P Hamel


Callands



           
B Long 


Callands 



*
A Jennings


Callands

*
D Earl



Westbrook





M Jackson


Westbrook



*
D Orr



Westbrook



*
J Joyce


Burtonwood East




*
T O’Neill


Burtonwood East





K Burgess


Burtonwood West





J Higham


Burtonwood West





P Wilde


Burtonwood West






J Guthrie


Old Hall




*
Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles




Bookings Clerk – Tracey Noble-Ditchfield
C1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor P Hamel, Councillor B Long, Councillor M Jackson, Councillor K Burgess, Councillor J Higham, Councillor P Wilde and Councillor J Guthrie.
C2
Rosevilla – Collins Green
Mr. Peter Nasarajah and Mr. Neil Kennedy attended the meeting to inform the Council about their future intensions for the further development of the site at Collins Green, it was noted that a planning application had not yet been submitted to the Borough Council but they had been instructed by the Borough Council that plans should be shown to the Parish Council for initial consultation.

It was reported to the Council that the planning application would consist of an additional building housing a further 33 beds.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Nasarajah and Mr. Kennedy for their presentation.    

C3
Community Policing Issues  

Police Constable Lee Broadstock and Chris Ball were in attendance at the meeting and reported on the following issues:-

· Police Constable Chris Ball – new designated officer for Burtonwood and Collins Green

· Community Support Officer D Brownlee – responsible for Burtonwood
· Community Support Officer Sarah Mackie – responsible for Westbrook and Callands

· Voluntary speed watch – 4 volunteers had been recruited to check the speeds of passing vehicles

· Operation Surplus – it was reported by PC Broadstock that this operation was aimed at anti social youth behaviour and that things had been very quiet.

· Officers patrolling locally on bicycles  

· The owner of the land off Broad Lane (illegal motor cycle use) had been traced and it was noted that the owner had now given permission for the Police to respond to complaints.

Councillor J Joyce reported on youths making dens at the rear of the Church near to the scout hut in Burtonwood.
Councillor Joyce also reported on an email that he had received concerning an individual that appeared to be setting up a business selling cars on a farm track on Farmers Lane, Burtonwood, and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this matter be investigated
Councillor D Orr reported that there was a gathering of youths at the swing park in Whittle Hall.

Councillor T Cross requested that the new CSO monitor the ongoing vandalism at St Philips School and the new Children’s Centre in Callands, especially during the forthcoming holidays.

Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported that she had received positive feed back with regard to Officers being more visible on the beat and that the telephone response time when needing assistance had also been better.
Councillor A Jennings reported speeding vehicles on Callands Road.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that parking around schools had been more appropriate since the Officers had been into all local schools, it was noted that enforcement orders were still in place. 

C4
Minutes of the Meeting (18 April 2007)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 18 April 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C5
Matters Arising
C5.1
Callands Road Repairs (Minute Reference C96.1 Refers)

It was noted that no response had been received from the Borough Council relating to the repairs and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write again to the Borough Council regarding the sub standard repairs to the highway 

C6
Election of Chairman 2007/2008

Councillor E Coop was nominated by Councillor D Earl and seconded by Councillor A Jennings and it was 


Resolved that Councillor E Coop be elected to act as Chairman for the ensuing year 2007/ 2008       

            C7
Election of Vice Chairman 2007/2008

Councillor T Rogers-Smith was nominated by Councillor T Cross and seconded by Councillor T O’Neill and it was 


Resolved that Councillor T Rogers-Smith be elected to act as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year 2007/2008                           

C8
Appointments to Finance Sub Committee 2007/2008

It was resolved that the following members serve on the Finance Sub Committee for the ensuing year 2007/2008 

Chairman


Vice Chairman

Councillor J Joyce


Councillor T Cross



Councillor B Long

C9
Appointments to Planning Sub Committee 2007/2008

It was resolved that the following members serve on the Planning Sub Committee for the ensuing year 2007/2008
Councillor G Cross


Councillor J Higham

Councillor T O’Neill

Councillor D Earl

C10
Appointments to Risk Assessment Sub Committee 2007/2008 


It was resolved that the following members serve on the Risk Assessment Sub Committee for the ensuing year 2007/2008
Councillor D Earl


Councillor D Orr


Councillor J Higham
Councillor A Jennings
C11
Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (16 May 2007)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Cross, Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T Rogers-Smith   

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C11.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor B Long.

C11.2
Declaration of Interest 

Declarations of local interests were noted with reference to minute C11.3 from Councillors J Joyce and E Coop.

C11.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

An application for grant had been received from St Paul of the Cross PTFA – Main fundraising event for summer Gala day – Request for £350
Recommended Grant by the Sub-Committee £ 350 
C11.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


Nil
C11.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


D Norris – Landscaping 





£  235.00


Cheshire Playing Field Subs 2007/08



£    17.00 


A Riley – Asset Register 31/03/07 



£  120.00


A Charlson – Repairs to Green Bridge 



£  243.86


CPRE Annual Subscription 




£    27.00 


Gate Keeper – Salary Under Payment  



£  255.86


I Brown – Relief Caretaker Pavilion 



£    35.00



A Riley – Annual Accounts 2006-07



£  235.00


Clerks Expenses April/May 2007 




£    41.00


Cromwell Fabrication – Pavilion Repairs 


£  329.00


LCAS Annual Membership 2007/08 



£  158.63


Clerks Expenses Stationary




£    34.36 


Chairman’s Allowance 2007/08




£  180.00

A Charlson – Repairs to Rugby Ground lights


£    82.69


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C11.6
Monthly Accounts – April 2007
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of April 2007 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C11.7 End of Year Accounts (Statement of Accounts) 2006-2007
The Clerk presented an Annual Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2007 showing the carried forward balance and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Annual Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ending 31 March 2007 be signed and accepted as a correct record 

C11.8   Asset Register

The Clerk produced a report detailing the assets of the Parish Council as at 31 March 2007 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted 
C11.9
Kingwood Centre
It was reported by the Clerk that the repainting of the centre would take place in the summer holidays.

The Clerk reported that the existing boiler had broken down and was beyond repair, she had gained a quote for a new boiler from the Parish contractor which amounted to £1600 + vat and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quote be accepted and an order for the work be placed  

C11.10Pavilion - Burtonwood

It was noted by the Sub-Committee that the gate keep had been underpaid due to a change in his tax code and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that his payment be recalculated and a cheque for the under payment be forwarded to him

C11.11Parish Play Areas / Warrington Borough Inspection Reports

Nil
C11.12Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches

Nil
C11.13Any Other Business


Internal Audit
The Clerk reported on the forthcoming internal audit to be performed by the Borough Council, it was noted that the audit would take approximately two and a half days at a cost of £239 per day. 

Groundwork Mersey Valley
The Clerk reported that she had received the quotation for this years maintenance for pathways 28, 30, 33, 34 and 52, it was noted that the quotation included cutting the grass and pruning the over hanging trees and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quotation of £ 1600 + vat be accepted and an order for the work be placed   

Chairman’s Allowance 2007/2008
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Chairman’s allowance for the ensuing year be set at £180
C12
Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (18 April 2007)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself and Councillor D Earl and it was

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C12.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross and Councillor J Higham.
C12.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C12.3
Documents Received

0 General Correspondence Items

3 Domestic Planning Applications


1 Non Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

2 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

2 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
2 WBC Cat D Lists
3 Ward Lists

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 

C12.4
Planning Issues

Councillor T O’Neill reported on a new mixed proposed development to be sited on the Bold Industrial Estate at Neills Road, St Helens (between the villages of Sutton and Burtonwood.

Councillor O’Neill voiced his concerns regarding traffic issues and the zoning of schools, it was noted that he would further this matter with St Helens Council and Warrington Borough Council.  

C13
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. Communities and Local Government – New Model Code of Conduct

2.
Warrington Borough Council – Warrington Rights of Way Forum

3.
Warrington |Borough Council – Various issues in Burtonwood

4.
Forestry Commission – Skateboard Park

5.
Campaign to Protect Rural England

6.
Cheshire Community Council – Village Halls Forum Meeting

7.
Cheshire Police Authority – Police Forum

8.
Cheshire County Playing Fields Association – The Playing Field
9.
The Standards Board for England – New Model Code of Conduct for Members

10.
Clerks and Councils Direct

11.
The Clerk

12.
Draft RSS – Panel Report

13.
Friends of Griffin Wood
14.
Golden Gates Housing – Environment Committee
15.
Warrington Borough Council – Warrington Local Development Framework
16.
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service
17.
Warrington CVS – Voluntary and Community Sector Review 
18.
Wigan Council – Local Development Framework Site Suggestion Exercise
19.
Rhyl Play Seminar
20.
LCAS Seminar
C13.1
The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (SI No 1159) (Item Nos 1 and 9 Refers)
The Clerk reported on the New Model Code of Conduct, it was noted by the Council that the revised code would apply to all Local Councils.

The revised code delivered the commitment given in the Local White Government White Paper to introduce a clearer, simpler and more proportionate code and served to amend rules on personal and prejudicial interest to remove current barriers to Councillor’s speaking up for their constituents, for example on planning and licensing issues, and for public bodies on which they have been appointed to serve.

The Clerk reported that this item would be placed on the agenda for a future meeting of the Committee.    
C13.2
Forestry Commission – Skateboard Park (Item No 4 Refers)
Councillor J Joyce reported on the back ground work currently being forwarded regarding the above.
It was noted that local youths had been surveyed over the last four weeks, and talks had been held with the Forestry Commission who had granted permission for the park to be sited within its grounds. Planning permission had yet to be applied for and more formal agreements with reference to construction, maintenance and ongoing safety checks had yet to be agreed. 

C13.3
Annual LCAS Seminar 2007(Item No 20 Refers)

The Clerk reported on the forthcoming seminar which would cover the following items:

· Annual Claims Review

· Corporate Manslaughter

· Compensation Act

· Health and Safety of an Aging Workforce

· Work at Height

It was noted that this years event would take place on 28 June 2007 at the Winsford Civic Hall and it was

Resolved that the Clerk reserve places for Councillor A Jennings and Councillor T Rogers-Smith 

C14
Any Other Business

C14.1
Councillor J Joyce reported on local access for youths which currently was giving help and advice regarding sexual health matters within the village of Burtonwood, it was noted that this service was to commence for 2 hours per week.


Councillor Joyce also reported on the refuse collection in Burtonwood it was noted that some premises had not had their refuse collected regularly and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this matter be rectified immediately and to get an assurance from them that this will not reoccur
C14.2
Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T O’Neill reported on a meeting they had attended with the interim Chief Executive of the PCT (St Helens). It was noted that guarantees had been given that St Helens would cover Burtonwood in their local agreement, it was reported that the main surgery/office in St Helens was providing a very good service.

C14.3
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the newly refurbished Children’s Centre in Burtonwood, it was noted that the open day was planned for 15 June 2007 and the facilities were available to all who lived in the village.

C14.4
Councillor A Jennings reported on traffic calming within the Callands area and also about the amount of rubbish and litter outside the shops at Callands and it was


Resolved that the Clerk arrange a site visit for Councillor Jennings with a representative of the Borough Councils Highways department to discuss the above issues

C14.5
Councillor D Orr reported on the granite sets that linked the roads into the cul-de-sac in Tourney Green. It was noted that repairs had been earmarked but had not been completed. It was further noted that vermin had been sited in the open land to the rear of the Kingswood Centre and it was

Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council concerning the above issues          

C14.6
Councillor Coop reported on the dangerous parking of vehicles on Broad Lane adjacent to the nature park, it was noted that CSO D Brownlee had already sent letters out to local residents and users of the nature park. 

Councillor Coop also reported on the recent works completed by the Borough Council to the pavements in Aldridge Drive, Burtonwood, it was noted that the surface laid was very substandard and it was


Resolved that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the surface is re-laid to a suitable standard 

The meeting closed at 8.35 pm

         Signed as a true record………..…………..…Councillor E Coop          





            (Chairman)
   

      
20 June 2007
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