BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Kingswood Parish Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 21 November 2007 at 7.30 pm
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C51
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor T Cross, Councillor A Jennings, Councillor M Jackson, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor P Wilde and Councillor J Guthrie.
C52
Community Policing / Community Issues  

Westbrook – PCSO Neil Samuel / Sgt Ian Turtle reported on the following issues:-
· Speed checks in Callands Road had been carried out – not much of a problem

· Cat report to be published – already wrote to local residents to survey for problem areas

· Temby Close – problem vehicle

· Kingswood Crescent – vehicles being driven at alarming speeds (45/50 mph)

· Barnmouth Close – steps

· Traffic lights at Asda junction - ongoing traffic problems

Burtonwood – PCSO David Brownlee / Sgt Ian Turtle reported on the following issues:-
· Youth and young adult problems outside the Co-op late shop (arranged meeting with area manager, local residents and Members)

· Co-op late shop – Mosquito reinstalled and activated 

· Youth and young adult problems on Gorsey Lane play area every night – majority of gathering not from Burtonwood (from St Helens, Sankey, Orford), Sgt Turtle committed to extra patrols of the vicinity

· HGV nuisance from new farm on old brewery site, 40/50 vehicles departing from this site every day, some as early as 4.00am, even waking local residents – PCSO Brownlee meeting with company later in week to discuss issues.   

Councillor B Long reported that a tree had been felled behind the post office at Callands and he had been made aware that meetings in vehicles had been taking place in the Asda car park near to the substation. Sgt Turtle reported that this had been investigated and no action had been taken.  
Councillor J HIgham reported on the rising number of large green tractors with trailers traveling through the village of Burtonwood. It was noted that these tractors were being drove very fast; Councillor B Long reported that these vehicles could belong to United Utilities, and it was 
Resolved by the Committee that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that traffic calming measures be looked into in respect of Westbrook Crescent 

C53
Minutes of the Meeting (17 October 2007)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 17 October 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C54
Matters Arising
C54.1 Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches (Minute Reference C47.14 Refers)

It was reported by the Clerk that the maximum number of car parking bays that could be accommodated was 6, it was noted that this would not alleviated the problem parking on match and training days. It was reported by Councillor T O’Neill that in order to stop this nuisance a number of the teams could maybe play on different sites and that this could be revisited once the feasibility study had been completed and it was 

Resolved by the Committee that the work order to build earth mounds around the field perimeter be completed as soon as possible  
C54.2 Reduced Library Service (Minute Reference C50.1 Refers) 

Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had attended a meeting with the Chief Executive of the Borough Council with reference to the Borough Council’s decision to reduce the Burtonwood Libraries opening hours by 2 on a Monday evening. It was noted that no consultation had been done prior to this decision taking place and that the Ward Members had not been notified. Councillor O’Neill reported that this action flies in the face of the extended schools initiative and community provision.

C55 Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (21 November 2007)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop, Councillor T Rogers-Smith and Councillor B Long    

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C55.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Cross and Councillor J Joyce.
C55.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C55.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

North West Air Ambulance – Request for Donation

Finance Sub-Committee Recommended Amount £50.00
 

St Philip’s Pre School – Request for Grant £ 251.89 – For equipment to introduce and reinforce the subject of Road Safety
Finance Sub-Committee Recommended Amount £Nil – Deferred until Clerk can request further information from the Pre-school
C55.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


Nil

C55.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

Warrington Borough Council – Urgent Repairs Pavilion 
£  186.04


D Platt – Landscaping Invoice W8018 



£  131.55



A Charlson Repairs to Pavilion Lights


 
£  230.16


A Charlson Repairs to Pavilion Lights 


 
£    85.06


Darfen Durafencing Fencing Invoice LP10754              
£13593.58 


Carpe Diem – Website Update Invoice 1002015 

£    58.75


Groundwork Merseyside – Maintenance Invoice GMV5 
£1880.00 


The Leisure Media Company Invoice 36369  


£  713.23


Warrington Borough Council – Mattress Removal 

£    48.05


Clerks Expenses October/November 2007 


£  378.51


Money Transfer – Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust 


£1000.00


K Tindall – Rugby Posts (Fir Tree Lane) – Painting

£  528.00


A Charlson – Electrical Repairs to Kingswood Invoice 1070
£  140.67


Clerks Back Pay - April to November 2007


£  129.36


Kingswood Caretaker Back Pay April to November 2007
£  135.08

Pavilion Gate Keeper – Top Up Payment November 2007 
and Backpay April – Nov 2007 




£  300.58

Pavilion Caretaker - Top Up Payment November 2007 and
Backpay April – November 2007




£    85.91


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made
C55.6
Monthly Accounts – October 2007

The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of October 2007 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C55.7
Bank Reconciliation 2007-2008
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of October and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted

C55.8
Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust
The Chairman reported that all had gone well at the presentation, it was noted that St Philip’s school had again not attended. 

. C55.9 Christmas Tree Order 2007
The Clerk reported that she had ordered the Parish Christmas trees but she had not received a delivery date from the Borough Council.

The Chairman reported that he could not be present at the Burtonwood Christmas Tree light up celebration due to personal reasons, but Councillor T Rogers-Smith had agreed to deputise in his absence. 

The Clerk reported that the celebration would take place at 6.00 pm, on Friday 7 December 2007 outside the library in Burtonwood, followed by refreshments in St Michael’s Hall. It was noted that pupils from Burtonwood and St Paul of the Cross primary schools were currently in ‘training’ as they were providing the carol songs and musical ensemble. It was further noted that Councillor D Orr was to provide a PA system. 

C55.10Kingwood Centre
The Clerk reported that she had ordered repairs to the lights in the main hall and the emergency/safety lights around the perimeter of the building.

It was further noted that the upper half of the main hall would be painted over the Christmas period as this had not been completed in the summer recess.

C55.11Pavilion - Burtonwood

It was noted that the Clerk had contacted the Borough Council to remove a mattress that had been fly tipped on the Pavilion play area.
The Clerk reported that she had gained 3 quotes for a replacement roundabout. It was noted that the quotes gained, varied from six to eight thousand pounds and that they were very small in size and did not look robust as compared with the one already sited on the play area and it was 

Recommended by the Sub Committee that the Clerk look into the costing and feasibility of refurbishing the existing roundabout   

C55.12Play Area / Inspection Reports

Nil
C55.13Play Areas – Fencing 
The Clerk reported that the fencing had been erected, it was noted that she had contacted the Borough Council for their inspector to view the completed works, it was noted that a small snagging list had resulted from this visit. It was further noted that upon Darfen Durafencing rectifying this list their payment would be forwarded to them. 

C55.14Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches
The Clerk reported that the rugby posts had been painted at a cost of £528.
C55.15Employee Pay Awards 2007

It was reported by the Clerk that the pay awards had finally been settled and in line with Warrington Borough Council the annual percentage rise was 2.45. It was noted that the caretakers and gate keeper were on the minimum wage from 1 October 2007, all the payments had been back dated to April 2007 and the bank was to be informed of the new standing order amounts from 1 December 2007 and it was 
Recommended by the Sub Committee that the minimum wage payment figure be revisited at the January 2008 budget setting meeting with a view to an additional pay rise being awarded
C55.16Projected Parish Council Election Costs –  Thursday, 1 May 2008

The Clerk reported that she had received notification of costs from the Borough Council:-

     
Westbrook (4 seats)






£1031

    
Callands (5 seats)






£1426


     
Burtonwood East (3 seats)
  




£  878


Burtonwood West (3 seats)




£  783

    
Old Hall (1 seat)

  




£  337

     
Total
 
           





£4455
It was noted that these costs would apply if all the vacancies were contested and that the total figure of £4455 would have to be taken into consideration at the January 2008 budget setting meeting.
C55.17Feasibility Study in to Community and Sport Provision

The clerk reported that she had placed the advertisement in Leisure opportunities magazine which had been published on 13 November 2007,  it was noted that the article for the expression of interest had also been placed on the publications web site.  
The clerk to date had received 32 expressions of interest and had received many phone calls to request additional information; the closing date for interests was noon 27 November 2007.

Recommended by the Sub-committee that the following process be adhered to:-
(1) after the closing date had elapsed and with the guidance of the Borough Council, the candidates expressing an interest will be short listed
(2) a precise tender specification document will formatted with the guidance of the Borough Council
(3) a working group will be formed from Parish Council Members, the working group will include:

The Chairman – Councillor E Coop

The Deputy – Councillor T Rogers-Smith 

Councillor T Cross

Councillor D Orr

Councillor B Long

Councillor K Burgess

(4) all short listed candidates will be forwarded the tender specification and they will be requested to meet with the Parish Council  working group at a date yet to be confirmed 
(5) the short listed candidates will then be given a period of 1 month to produce their tender for the work which must be return to the Clerk by the specified date 

(6) the returned tenders will be presented to the working group to  consider and they will make their recommendations to the Finance Sub-Committee and to Council
C55.18Skate Board Park Working Group

The Clerk reported that she was in the process of setting up a meeting of   the working group. It was noted that Bold Parish Council Members, Dave McNicols and Duncan McNaughton had been invited to discuss further developments and to forward the project.

C55.19Any Other Business

Additional Furniture – Kingswood

A request had been received to purchase 2 additional tables for the Centre and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-committee that the Clerk purchase 2 addition tables for the Centre

Free Use of Kingswood Centre
A request had been received from St Paul of the Cross RC Primary School for free use of the centre for the staging of a charity event, either on the 9 or 16 March 2008 and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-committee that the request be denied but to inform the school that they could apply for a grant

Entrust – Environmental Body Registration

Councillor T O’Neill had forwarded an Entrust application package to the Clerk.

It was reported that if the application were to be successful, the Parish Council could be registered as an environmental body. The Committee could then apply to waste operators within a ten mile radius on behalf of Community Groups for grant aid and it was

Recommended by the Sub-committee that the application for the Parish Council to become an Environmental Body be forwarded to Entrust
Callands CCTV System 
An email request from Councillor T Cross had been received by the Clerk.  
It was noted that Councillor T Cross had attended a meeting on 8 November 2007 with the local PCSO, Callands CPS, representatives from the local public house and local shops concerning a community clean up project and to discuss some work with the young people who are causing issues in the area. Councillor T Cross had requested that a grant application be forwarded to the attendees of the meeting as their initial plan was to install a CCTV System and it was 

Recommended by the Finance Sub-committee that an application be forwarded to the Head Teacher of Callands Community Primary School 
C56    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (21 November 2007)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself Councillor D Earl and Councillor J Higham
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C56.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross.
C56.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C56.3
Documents Received

6 General Correspondence Items
7 Domestic Planning Applications


2 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

1 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Lists
4 Ward Lists

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C56.4
Omega Phase 1 

It was noted by the Committee that the Clerk had received the Omega Phase I Application shortly after the last meeting, it was reported that comments or objections had to be forwarded to Borough Council’s planning department within 21 days, the Clerk as instructed by the Parish Council sent in the following comments:-
“Ref. Planning Application 2007/11759
 

Proposal:-
Reserved matters application for new access road to Phase 1 North; primary substation; foul water pumping station; connection to existing foul water outflow and underground power cables (all matters reserved).
 

Parish Council Comments:-
 

Whilst recognising this application is only for services/substations and that the development access road was determined in the outline planning application, the Parish Council are extremely concerned with the effects that this development will have on the Parish area (the villages of Burtonwood and Collins Green, also Callands, Old Hall and Westbrook).
 

The Parish Council wants to ensure that there are proper mitigating measures in place to protect all local residents and the access roads of the Parish, the details of which should be in full consultation with the Parish Council and the residents of the Parish area.”
 
It was further reported that the Clerk had received a reply email from the Borough Council enquiring whether the Parish Council wished this phase of the application to go to the Development Control Committee and it was 

Resolved that the Clerk write back to the Borough Council to decline this suggestion as it would not serve any purposed
C57
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. Society of Local Council Clerks Agenda

2. The Playing Field – Autumn 2007

3. WBC – Remembrance Sunday 11 November 2007

4. Cheshire Community Council – Parish Plan Forum

5. WBC – Review of Special Educational Needs Provision

6. The Standards Board for England – Code of Conduct for Members

7. St Philip Westbrook C of E Aided Primary School – Thank You 

8. CVS – The Relationship Centre

9. NHS North West – Annual Report

10. Cheshire Police Authority – Forum News Letter

11. WBC – Designated Public Place Order

12. LCAS – Autumn Bulletin

13. SLCC – Continuous Professional Development

14. Countryside Voice

15. Clerk and Councils Direct 

16. Cllr D Orr – Email ref. Lights at Asda

17. Cheshire Community Council – Annual Report

18. Cheshire Community Council – News Letter 

19. The Clerk

20. Warrington CVS – 15 November 2007

21. On the Grapevine

22. WBC – Back Lane

23. WBC/CVS – Festive Funding Fayre 14 December 2007

24. Asda – Traffic Light System

25. CPRE – Cheshire News and Events – November 2007

26. Jackie Weaver – Post Office Closures

27. Parkside Action Group Update

28. Email – GS PC - Lights at Asda

29. Email WBC – Steve Hunter - Lights at Asda
Resolved by the Committee that the documents received be noted 
C57.1 Warrington Borough Council – Alcohol Consumption Designated Public Place Order 2007 (Item No. 11 Refers)

Area 4 - bounded by Penkford Lane with the junction of the A572 eastwood along Collins Green Lane, Lumber Lane and Hall Lane up to Red House Farm.

 

Resolved that the Parish Council agrees with the proposal, as it would benefit the Parish area and all local residents. The Committee also requests that the Alcohol in Designated Public Places Order 2007 be extended to include all land / areas within the Parish Boundaries
C57.2 Warrington Borough Council – Traffic Light System (Items No. 16/24/28/29      Refers)
The Clerk had been requested by the Committee to gain information from the Borough Council relating to the above.

It was noted that the Clerk had received some of the information but some was still outstanding. Segments of the reply are detailed below (printed in italics):-
Question – How much has the project cost to date?

We can confirm that the overall cost of the installation of a traffic signal control junction with controlled pedestrian facilities amounted to some £401,000. It should be noted that approximately £40,000 of this sum was spent on carriageway reconstruction adjacent to the junction. As this work would have been required in any event (i.e. had the roundabout remained), then the overall net cost of the scheme is some £361,000.

As you may be aware, specialist transport consultants were appointed by the Council to undertake an independent review of the junction’s operation (this review has cost around £15,000 to date). This review is nearing completion and its findings are to be published in the near future. In particular, a number of immediate actions, (which are estimated to cost in the region of £20,000) were implemented on Sunday 11th November and included the following: 

 

· new signal phasing for the right turn into Westbrook Crescent from the north,

· traffic light changes which allow more time for pedestrians to cross the road and which are tailored to heavier traffic during peak hours, 

· CCTV that allows the council to monitor junction and view day-to-day incidents  - this will be installed in the near future, 

· Introduction of pedestrian crossing signage

  

The review has also proposed a number of potential medium/long term actions for the junction. These potentially include physical widening of one or both of the Cromwell Avenue approach arms and potential adjustments to the road network surrounding the junction. The costs of such schemes are considerable, potentially up to £500,000. Such improvements are currently under discussion with Council Members and a public announcement on which works will be considered further will be made in the near future. It should be noted that considerable assessment work will be required to fully establish the costs and potential benefits of these potential schemes prior to a final decision on whether such works are implemented.
 

Question - Why and, on what basis did the Borough Council replace the roundabout?   
 

Question - What other options were originally considered?
 

The answers to (1) and (2) above are contained in Section 1 of the briefing note for Council Members, dated 19th July 2007.
 

Question - Can I have a copy of the feasibility study commissioned to considering the above? 
 

I will endeavour to obtain this information and forward it to you as soon as possible.
 

Question - Who ratified the decision to implement the new lighting system (forward plan - executive board, strategic director)?
 

This scheme was delivered through funding awarded to the Council through its Local Transport Plan (LTP). The programme themes were set initially by the adoption of the Local Transport Plan as Council policy at the time of its submission in March 2006 and are then confirmed annually through an Executive Board Report setting out the Transport Capital Programme. The identification and delivery of schemes within each of the programme theme areas is then delegated to Officers, who assess and prioritise schemes according to the principles set out below: 
 

Principle of LTP Scheme Assessment Process
 

The principles of the process which leads to schemes being accepted on the Transport Capital Programme are as follows:
* Each LTP programme theme has a main project sponsor within the Transportation Service who puts forward schemes for each theme, based on individual criteria within each theme e.g. carriageway data, policy priority, consultation feedback, accident data, accessibility etc.
* A Transport Capital Programme Review Group considers each scheme and considers the various elements of a scheme and scores them  qualitatively against a range of criteria consistent with Council policy on Congestion, Accessibility, Safety and Quality of Life.
* The review group comprises officers from Transport Planning, Traffic Management and Road Safety, Highways Maintenance, Street Lighting and Engineering Design Consultancy
* The process and assessment criteria were set out in the LTP2 (LTP2 Chapter 9 p124) which forms part of Council policy.
* The objective of the process is to ensure that schemes are developed holistically and consider a range of policy objectives, with any negative impacts being identified and discussed.
 

Cllr Axcell was briefed by Jonathan Plant, Design Consultancy Manager in early 2007 on the process of confirming the Transport Capital Programme and was satisfied with the process.
It was noted that all Committee attendees had been forwarded a copy of the specific briefing report dated 19 July 2007.on 20 November 2007 (enclosed below in italics).
Briefing for: Executive Member, Ward Members and Chief Officers

Topic: Cromwell Avenue/Ladywood Road Junction

Head of Service

responsible:

Phil Johnson (01925 442330)

Report Prepared

by:

Strategic Transportation Division

Network Management & Control Division

Engineering Design Consultancy

Date: 19th July 2007
This briefing provides an overview of the removal of a roundabout at the junction of A574 Cromwell Avenue and Ladywood Road and the installation of Traffic Signal control including Pedestrian Crossing facilities.

The report includes:

Background information on the schemes instigation and development

Current issues and problems

Proposals for further review

Summary of main points
1.0 BACKGROUND
1.1 Scheme origination

The Sustainable Transport Improvement Study for the NW Sector of Warrington was carried out in 2001 which included a two stage consultation process. Leaflets were distributed to all households in the area and high profile exhibitions held including two at Asda Westbrook. The objective of the study was to identify measures in the area which would remove barriers to access by bus, bike and foot. The two stage approach allowed the public to be involved in identifying the range of proposals and then prioritising the most important improvements.
One of the key outcomes of this study was the support for pedestrian and cycle improvements along Cromwell Avenue between Sankey Way and Westbrook Way. Starting in 2002, the Council has prioritised a significant level of funding to this route. As well as extensive sections of pedestrian/cycleway, the identified measures included two controlled crossings adjacent to the main pedestrian access to the Westbrook Centre - at Westbrook Crescent (S) and Cromwell Avenue from the direction of Ladywood Road. The measures also address comments raised during the consultation relating to access to the centre from the Ladywood Road area for wheelchairs prams and buggies.
Additionally, following separate requests submitted by the local Ward Councillors for the Westbrook Ward (Cllr Hamel & Cllr Cross) in November 2002, Officers were requested to assess the feasibility of introducing pedestrian crossings at the two locations identified above. These requests were submitted following concerns raised by local residents over problems encountered for pedestrians wishing to gain access to and from the local amenities in the Westbrook centre.
Due to the problems encountered with the proposed siting and installation of stand alone pedestrian crossing facilities on Westbrook Crescent and A574 Cromwell Avenue, it was agreed to assess the feasibility of introducing a signal controlled junction incorporating a pedestrian phase at the A574 Cromwell Avenue/Westbrook Crescent/Ladywood Road junction.

As part of this process, a preliminary design was developed based on the provision of a signal controlled junction incorporating a pedestrian phase on two arms.

The scheme was issued as pending in August 2003, following the submission of a planning application and the potential mitigation measures to review of the existing traffic management systems in operation (informal talks relating to the proposed expansion of the Asda Shopping complex, with a subsequent application submitted in 2004). Therefore, in order to avoid the potential for abortive work, it was proposed to request the above works were incorporated as part of any subsequent planning

Consent linked with the redevelopment of the Shopping Complex (i.e. mitigation measures).
1.2 Planning Application (Mitigation Measures)
As part of the planning assessment of the proposed Asda extension, the off-site highway requirements would have included the capacity improvement of the roundabout junction at Westbrook Crescent/Cromwell Avenue. This junction would have been changed to a new signalised junction that included pedestrian facilities on all approach arms.

Due in part to the level of objections received relating to the re-development of the store, the application was refused.

In view of the planning refusal, in order to progress the scheme further, Officers were requested to develop the detailed design for the junction of Cromwell Avenue / Ladywood Road / Westbrook Crescent to address the concerns previously raised relating to the movement of pedestrians and

cyclists at the location in question. 
The proposals were submitted to the local Ward Councillors for the area, to discuss and agree the most appropriate solution to be implemented.

1.3 Traffic Assessment
As part of the initial design, Officers utilised computer programs (Linsig) to calculate timings, determine the phasing of the junction (including pedestrian phases) and staging of the signals. The main aim of the design was to provide a safe facility for pedestrians and cyclists, whilst minimising

vehicular delay (i.e. establishing a balance between the requirements of all road users) 
As part of the detailed design, the installation of the signal controlled junction incorporates a vehicle detection system which monitors the traffic flows and congestion. Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation (MOVA), seeks to manage demand across all approaches allowing for greater flexibility in signals timings. Additionally MOVA offers greater robustness when road based traffic detectors fail during service. MOVA has been demonstrated nationally to typically reduce delays by an average of 13%.

2.0 POST OPENING

2.1 Initial Issues
The scheme was commissioned on 29 May 2007 in basic form, with the implementation of MOVA control commencing 11 June 2007 and being completed 19 June 2007.
Upon opening, excessive levels of delay were evident during peak times and over recent weeks a number of changes have been put in place including the implementation of the MOVA system.
These changes have been seen to improve the operation of the junction, although motorists are continuing to suffer excessive delay at particular periods and most notably on the northbound approach to the junction where at times the queuing can extend back to Old Hall Road. 
2.2 Current Survey and observations (W/C 16th July)
A number of members of the public have provided detailed information on their journeys, relating to disruption during both AM and PM peaks and on occasions at weekends. As referred to above, a number of changes have been put in place and have been seen to alleviate some of these issues.

For the majority of the day, including large parts of the peak periods, the junction is operating satisfactorily with the demand on each arm discharged within one phase. This outcome is entirely compatible with the objectives of the original scheme - to improve pedestrian accessibility whilst minimising delay.
However, there are still periods during the day where excessive delays are experienced. The Transportation Service is carrying out a comprehensive survey of the junction operation. A full video survey is underway covering Friday 20th July to Monday 23rd July inclusive to give a full picture of the

junction, including levels of queuing on specific arms.
In advance of the video surveys, site assessments have been carried out week commencing 16th July 

identifying the following:

An approximate 20min peak in the AM (8:40) - where queuing on the northbound approach extends back past Twenty Acre Road (N) roundabout and the queue is not discharged in one phase of the signals. This dissipates very quickly and the cause is likely to be a high demand to drop children off at local primary schools. Journey times northbound from Old Hall Road (S) reach a maximum during this time at about 7 minutes, compared to 2-3 mins during the rest of the peak period and 1-2 during off peak conditions.
A similar peak between 15:30 and 16:00 relating to school traffic has been evident. This is then followed for the majority of the remaining PM peak period with the junction operating well and the majority of demand on each arm discharged in one stage.
The surveys will allow a more comprehensive view of these observations to be established, on other arms and also record the traffic conditions fully over the weekend. This process is being done in parallel with full consideration of detailed observations made by elected members and local residents.
3.0 Further Action and Possible Changes
An exhaustive review is ongoing to identify further developments to solve the outstanding issues. The current work underway includes:
Survey work to obtain an absolute understanding of the specific triggers to episodes of excessive delay. This is ongoing now and will continue when normal traffic conditions return in September.
Continual review of options to minimise excessive queuing within the existing junction boundary through Traffic Signal solutions – ongoing Investigate engineering options to enlarge the junction and create increased highway capacity – ongoing
In addition, a stage 3 safety audit has recently been completed and any issues arising will be considered and dealt with appropriately by the design team.
4.0 Summary of Main Points
The consultation which identified pedestrian accessibility as an important issue was transparent and has been carried out over a number of years. 
The decision to install Traffic Signal Control at this junction was taken in consultation with Ward members.
The decision to install Traffic Signal Control requires a conscious acknowledgement that, at certain times of day, journey times will be increased for motorists for the benefit of pedestrians, both in terms of safety and accessibility.
On opening, the junction did suffer a number of operational problems leading to excessive delays over longer periods, which have now been resolved.
Changes made over recent weeks have delivered a reduction in these extended periods of delay (confirmed by national experts in MOVA)
For the majority of the day, including large parts of the peak periods, the junction is working well.
The council apologises for the disruption caused during the early weeks of the scheme and any continuing disruption.
The objectives of the scheme to improve pedestrian access to this important local centre remain valid.
Extensive survey and analysis is underway to understand the exact triggers for high peaks in queuing.
Further traffic signal changes and engineering changes will be investigated, consulted upon where necessary and implemented as required to further mitigate any outstanding issues.
A heated debate followed in which Parish Councillors questioned the Ward Members for Westbrook (Councillor D Earl and Councillor B Long) in regard to the above information, especially with reference to the report author stating that the Ward Members had been consulted (prior to the installing) and had been kept fully informed, this was denied by both Ward Members. 
Councillor Peter Hamel reported that prior to 2002, himself and Councillor Garry Cross as Ward and Parish Councillors had lobbied the Borough Council for a pedestrian crossing, but this request had been denied.
It was further noted that from this request being denied that none of the Parish Councillors or Ward Councillors had been approached or consulted by the Borough Council with regard to implementing a traffic light system.

Councillor Peter Hamel was very upset with a recent article that had been published by the Liberal Democrat Ward Members and distributed in the local area, which implied that he and Councillor G Cross had been party to this decision of installing the lights. Councillor P Hamel wished it to be known that if this published statement was not detracted he would be furthering the matter with the Standards Board; Councillor Bernard Long assured him that this issue would be rectified.
Councillor Bernard Long reported that since the implementation of the light system, he had being working alongside the Borough Councils highways officers, independent consultants and installers to try and get the ongoing problems sorted out, unfortunately, this could not be done overnight, but he was striving to achieve a positive outcome. 
C58
Risk Assessment / Management Controls and Health and Safety at Work Policy 
Resolved that the Risk Assessment / Management Plan and Health and Safety at Work Policy documents be formally approved and accepted 
C59
Any Other Business

C59.1
Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had received a glossy brochure advertising the extended shopping hours / facilities within the Town over the festive period. It was noted that there was no service to or from Burtonwood after 5.00 pm or on a Sunday. It was noted that he was to meet with Councillor L Hoyle of the Borough Council (Chairman of Warrington Borough Transport) to request that provision be provided.


It was further noted that the Clerk had wrote to the bus company in October but had received no reply and in November she had sent an email to Nigel Featham, but again, had received no reply. 

C59.2 Councillor K Burgess reported on the following issues:-

(1) The kerbside reflectors on Clay Lane had still not been replaced, the Clerk reported that this issue had been raised with Borough Council and that she would progress the matter.

(2) The Parish Council had requested larger HGV prohibition signs leading from junction 8 in to the village but no action had been taken, the Clerk reported that this request had been forwarded to the Borough Council. 

(3) A layer of the safety surfacing had again been removed by vandals on the roundabout pad; the Clerk reported that the repair was on hold until the future of the roundabout had been decided.

(4) A bench was now facing the wrong way on the fenced off play area on the Pavilion site, the Clerk reported that the bench and bin was to be removed and resited.
(5) A section of the safety Barrier sited around the Pavilion roof had been vandalised and it was

Resolved by the Committee that the Clerk programme the repair

C59.3
Councillor B Long reported on the following issues:-

     (1) Pathways leading from Seeds Plantation and Little Moss Wood were    unconnected leaving just a short distance of 8 to 10 metres, it was noted that this had been causing a problem for users and it was

Resolved by the Committee that the Clerk Contact the Borough Council and the Woodland Trust to request that these pathways be connected


(2) Scrub Land in Callands to be made into a Community feature – 

      landscaped / pond
C59.4
Councillor E Coop raised the matter of a photograph in the Warrington Guardian. The picture shown was of PSCO D Brownlee, Councillor T O’Neill, Councillor J Joyce and the Chairman of Winwick Parish Council presenting a bicycle to PCSO D Brownlee that had been jointly funded by both Parish Councils. Councillor E Coop requested the information as to whom had arranged for the picture to be taken.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that he had seen PCSO D Brownlee and he had been invited to attend the following day to have the picture taken.   
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm

     Signed as a true record………..………………Councillor E Coop          





                        (Chairman)
   

  16 January 2008
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