BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Kingswood Community Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 17 February 2010 at 7.30 pm
Present


Chairman



Ward






J Guthrie (L) 



Westbrook










Vice Chairman
*



K Burgess (IND) 


Burtonwood West




Council Members




J Joyce (L)



Burtonwood East

*



B Murdock (LD)


Burtonwood East




J Davidson (L)


Burtonwood East

*



J Higham (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T O’Neill (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T Cross (IND)


Callands





P Jackson (IND)


Callands

*



B Long (LD)



Callands

*



T Rogers-Smith (IND)

Callands

*



S Smith (IND) 


Callands

*



M Smith (LD)



Old Hall 
*



D Earl (LD)



Westbrook




A McCausland M.B.E. (IND)
Westbrook
*



D Orr (IND)



Westbrook




*
Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


Julie Pickles – Clerk to the Parish Council 




PC Neil Samuel





PCSO Leanne Gover




19 Local Residents 

C66
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Guthrie, J Joyce, J Davidson, P Jackson and A McCausland.
C67
Declarations of Interest


Councillor D Earl and Councillor B Long declared an interest in items reference C68 and C72.4 as they are Members of the Borough Councils Development Control Committee, it was noted that neither took part in the discussion with attendees or the decision making process.
C68
Community / Policing Issues
Police Issues
PC Neil Samuel and PCSO Leanne Gover were in attendance and gave the following report:-
· Mary Ann Meadows, Callands – youth and adults from Westbrook and Sankey causing issues of concern
· Recent local cannabis seizures

· Internet safety issues

· Drunken youths in ASDA foyer 

· Gemini Christmas operation

· Forthcoming operation in Marks and Spencer car park

· Low attendance at last CAM meeting – although few residents attended, positive outcome

· Parking issues outside Callands Community Primary School

· Scrambler bikes -  3 recent seizures

Councillor D Earl reported that with relation to parking issues Callands Children’s Centre was in need of double yellow lines to control parking concerns.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that due to the decriminalization of regulations and lesser police powers the issue of illegal / irresponsible local parking had become a great matter of concern and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clerks writes to the Borough Council to request that appointed wardens are located / visit out of Town Centre hotspots / areas
Community Issues
Planning Application No: 2010/15820

Location: 261 and 262, Europa Boulevard, Westbrook, Warrington

Proposal: Proposed change of use from business / industrial to public place of worship

Applicant: Mr. M McMahon, Oasis, Warrington

19 members of the local community attended the meeting to request support from the Parish Council and to object to a recently submitted local planning application.
It was reported that when residents had moved into the area 25 years ago they were told that units adjacent to their properties were specifically only to be used for business / light industrial use.  

The residents had the following concerns (if change of use was to be granted):-

· Change of use

· Proposed evening use of the building
· Proposed weekend use of the building
· Traffic and parking issues

· Noise pollution

· Proposed occasional outdoor summer events

· Public amenity issues

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk writes to the Development Control department of the Borough Council objecting to the proposal with the regard of the change of use for the above reasons

C69
Minutes of the Meeting (20 January 2010)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 20 January 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct record 
C70
Matters Arising
Review of Strategic Service and Emergency Planning Strategy (Minute C64.1 Refers) 

Members discussed further issues relating to the recent snowfall and the lack of strategic planning by the Borough Council.

Councillor T O’Neill reported that bus routes and classified A or B roads in Westbrook and Burtonwood had not been gritted as they should have been. It was noted that the majority of roads in the Parish area were unclassified and so deemed to be a low priority.

Councillor B Long reported that the Borough Councils approach during these extreme weather conditions should have been prioritised in a different manner and that roads leading to specific or isolated local communities should have been gritted rather than using the classification of the individual road and it was 
Resolved by the Council that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the above issues / suggested new approach be used in future planning strategies 
C71    Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (17 February 2010)

The Clerk and Deputy Chairman reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor K Burgess, T Cross, B Long and T Rogers-Smith 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C71.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Guthrie, P Jackson and J Joyce.
C71.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C71.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Westbrook Old Hall Primary School – Vegetable Garden / Beds

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a grant of £200 be awarded 
C71.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


Nil
C71.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

JRS Fabrications Pavilion Play Area - Roundabout Repair 
£ 1153.85

WBC Removal of illegally dumped asbestos 


£   373.75

WBC Provision of parish Christmas trees


£ 1576.08

JRS Fabrications Pavilion Play Area - Roundabout Seating 
£   954.10

Royal Mail - Freepost Top Up 




£     67.55

Clerks Expenses January / February 2010 


£     50.50

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made 
C71.6
Monthly Accounts – January 2010
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of January 2010 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C71.7
Bank Reconciliation January 2010
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the bank reconciliation up to the end of January 2010 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C71.8 Kingswood Community Centre
The Clerk reported that the caretaker had informed her that certain hall users were storing their equipment again without prior permission and that other users were now requesting permission to use the halls small storage space.

It was noted that the Clerk had several months ago requested that all hall user equipment be removed from the premises as issues of concerns had been raised and these issues had now become real problems in the general running and security of the building, the following issues were raised:-

· Not enough storage space to be able to accommodate all hall user requests

· Users entering the main hall to deposit / remove equipment while hall was occupied by other users
· Users entering the building to deposit / remove equipment out of hours

· Users in building, not notifying bookings clerk until after they had used the premises
· Key allocation

· General caretaking arrangements

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk organises a special meeting to review building control, caretaking and current hall user arrangements and that users be informed of the impending review

The Clerk reported that the summer play scheme had requested that the scheme be scheduled to maximize forthcoming advertisements and the uptake and it was        
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Play Leader organise the booking with the books clerk as soon as possible 
C71.9 Pavilion Centre
The Clerk reported that the summer play scheme had requested that the scheme be scheduled to maximize forthcoming advertisements and the uptake and it was
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Play Leader organise the booking with the books clerk as soon as possible 
C71.10Play Area – Pavilion

The Clerk reported that repairs had been completed to the roundabout, repair orders had been placed in relation to the large module and to the play area fencing gates.
C71.11Play Area Collins Green 
The Clerk reported that she was looking into funding with relation to the play area
C71.12Play Area Inspections 
Nil
C71.13Fir Tree Lane – Community Ground 
 Nil
C71.14Pitches

The Clerk reported that a request had been received from a ladies rounders team who wanted to use the Pavilion field area to facilitate their summer matches
It was noted that the team had:-

· played locally for twenty years

· had recently used the field at Burtonwood Community Primary School

· belonged to the St Helens league

· the season ran from April to the end of August

· that matches could be played any night Monday to Thursday

· a current young team member played for the England team last year

· they would also like to encourage more youngsters to join the team

· they were the only female sports team in Burtonwood  

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that provisional permission is granted   
C71.15Quotation(s) Received  

 Nil
C71.16Skateboard Park  
 Nil
C71.17Any Other Urgent Business
The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the Parish Council Insurers, the Audit Commission and Councils internal auditors with regard to Fidelity Insurance and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Parish Council Fidelity Insurance be increased to provide cover up to £110,000   
C71.18Parish Council I.T. Equipment


The Sub-Committee considered the request from the Clerk to purchase a Lap Top, it was noted that this would enhance the ability of the Clerk to work from other areas rather than just from the Parish office and it was 

  
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk purchase a lap top with a ceiling limit of £400.00 
C72.  Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (17 February 2010)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself Councillor D Earl, J Higham and S Smith  
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C72.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor A McCausland. 
C72.2
Declarations of Interest
Councillor D Earl declared an interest in item reference C72.4 due to being a Member of the Borough Councils Development Control Committee, it was noted that he took no part in the discussion or the ensuing recommendation.
C72.3
Documents Received

1 General Correspondence Item

3 Domestic Planning Applications

3 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

1 WBC Development Control Agenda
1 WBC Cat D List
8 Ward Lists
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C72.4
Planning Application No: 2010/15820, 261 and 262, Europa Boulevard, Westbrook, Warrington - Proposal: Proposed change of use from business / industrial to public place of worship

Parish Council to Objection to the planning application - refer to minute reference C68, community issues.

C73
Correspondence

1. WBC – Chris Tungate – Parking Gemini Issues
2. Cheshire Constabulary – News letter

3. SLCC – Regional Conference

4. WBC – Mayoral Ball

5. Cheshire Community Action - Newsletter
6. WBC – Summer Play Schemes Scheduling
7. WBC – Public Rights of Way Forum - Agenda
8. Cheshire Community Action – Open Day

9. WBC – Woodland Management Works

10. Email – Horse Burial

11. Burtonwood Ladies Rounders Team

12. Old Hall School – Thank You and Fund Request Letter

13. BT – Pay Phone Kiosk



Resolved by the Council that the Correspondence list be noted
C74
Any Other Urgent Business
C74.1
Councillor D Orr reported on the new proposal relating to the A49/Long Lane traffic light system, it was noted that he thought that it was the only Town traffic system that was being put into place that actually stopped road users from reaching the Town due to accidents and tail backs. He further reported that some 5/6 years ago he can remember discussions being held in relation to the Borough Councils Traffic Model, it was noted that to date there was still no integrated Traffic Model in place. Councillor B Long reported that professional consultants had been contracted by the Borough Council to develop a system to provide additional capacity to support the forthcoming development of a sports village.
C74.2
Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported on an item that she had watched on the local news earlier in the evening. The item that had been reported was in relation to the closure of local public services, it particular referred to the closure of crèche facilities at the Birchwood Tennis Centre, many of the users were interviewed, she was very disgusted that nobody from the Borough Council was prepared to speak or comment in relation to this news item.  
C74.3
Councillor B Long reported on the inconsistency of spare land with reference to the Kingswood 8 development especially in view of the hold up with the Omega development.  Councillor T O’Neill reported that the master plan for Omega had been promised to be finalised in October 2009, but it was noted that the document / master plan was still not available to view, Councillor Long reported that the delay was due to the developer. Councillor O’Neill reported that this delay was a serious matter as the Omega development was a flag ship site and of great importance to the Town.
C74.4 Councillor K Burgess reported on the dreary gateway to Warrington, it was reported that nothing welcomed visitors to the Borough of Warrington.

C74.5
Councillor K Burgess reported on the huge problem of dog mess situated in Burtonwood, it was noted that Councillor Burgess had met with enforcement officers, they had placed stickers in the worst affected areas. It was further reported that he would be forwarding the visits of enforcement officers to attend schools and talking to local pupils, these visits it was hoped would encourage good practice and the new dog watch scheme.

C74.6
Councillor K Burgess reported on the holes in the decaying surfaces of Farmers Lane and Gorsey Lane and it was


Resolved by the Council that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that urgent repairs be made 

C74.7
Councillor K Burgess reported that he had requested that safety barriers be fitted out side the school on Green Lane, it was noted that the Borough Council stated that they had no resource or funding to commit to this request, it was further reported that Councillor Burgess was to meet with the Borough Councils representative to discuss this issue of local concern.

C74.8
Councillor K Burgess reported on a leaflet that he had received relating to ‘Designing a Scarecrow’.

C74.9
Councillor B Long reported on the cracks that had appeared in the conference room of the Kingswood Community Centre and it was


Resolved by the Council that the Clerk employs a buildings surveyor for recommendations for remedial works   
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
Signed as a true record……..…………………Councillor Kevin Burgess 

                                                                (Deputy Chairman)
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