BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Kingswood Community Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 20 January 2010 at 7.30 pm
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Westbrook
*



D Orr (IND)



Westbrook
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Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


Julie Pickles – Clerk to the Parish Council 




John Thorp – Warrington Borough Council

C55
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor K Burgess, B Murdock, J Davidson, J Higham, B Long, T Rogers-Smith, S Smith and M Smith.
C56
Declarations of Interest


There were no declarations of interest received.

C57
Mr. J Thorp – Public Rights of Way Officer / Warrington Borough Council


Mr. John Thorp attended the meeting to discuss issues of concern in relation to Gulliver’s World and the surrounding wooded areas.


It was noted that Gulliver’s World had secured boundaries and had erected palin fences which had been nailed to mature tree’s, some of these fences had blocked pathways and routes taken by local walkers and users.


Mr. Thorp reported that there was currently an appeal case which was due to be heard which related to the blocking of public pathways.


Councillor T O’Neill reported that the borders to Gulliver’s World and the ownership to surrounding areas were very ambiguous and that there was a need to produce clear and definitive ownership maps. 


Councillor J Guthrie requested that a site visit be scheduled to include all relevant parties to clear up boundary issues, it was noted that this would be done in April as she would not be available due to work commitments any earlier.


Mr. Thorp also reported the need for a safe equestrian gate on Gorsey Lane, it was noted that himself and the Clerk had already site visited Gorsey Lane and had pin pointed  an area where a gate could be sited, but, due to the road layout the entrance was still not ideal. Mr. Thorp reported that he would produce a map and a more indepth study.


The Chairman and the Committee thanked Mr. Thorp for his attendance.  

C58
Community / Policing Issues
Police Issues
Nil – it was noted that the Police were not in attendance.

Councillor / Community Issues
Nil
C59
Minutes of the Meeting (18 November 2009)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 18 November 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct record 
C60
Matters Arising

Nil
C61    Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (20 January 2010)

The Clerk and Chairman reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor J Guthrie, T Cross, P Jackson and J Joyce 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C61.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor K Burgess, B Long and T Rogers-Smith.
C61.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C61.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

World Challenge – Thomas Lamont

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a grant of £200 be awarded 
C61.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


Nil
C61.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

WBC Removal and Replacement of Dog Loo Bin 

£  375.99


SLCC Annual Membership 2010 




£  135.00


A Charlson – Repair Lights Pavilion 



£  314.21


A Charlson – Repair Lights Green Bridge 


£  234.03


A Charlson – Repair Lights Kingswood 



£  167.61


HMRC 3rd Quarter PAYE 





£1516.92


Zurich – Parish Council Insurance 2010/2011


£3102.58


Clerks Expenses Nov/Dec 2009 Jan 2010 


£  330.00


A Charlson – Repair Lights Kingswood 



£  151.69


A Charlson – Christmas Tree Installation 


£  469.43


D Platt Landscapes – Hydroflail Hedges 



£  175.88


Donation to St Michaels Hall for Xmas Use


£    50.00


Relief Caretaker – Kingswood




£    40.00


Audit Commission – 2009 External Audit Fee 


£  493.50


D Norris – Kingswood/Collins Green 



£  875.00

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made 
C61.6
Monthly Accounts – October / November / December 2009
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of October, November and December 2009 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C61.7
Bank Reconciliation December 2009
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the bank reconciliation up to the end of December 2009 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C61.8
Budget Monitoring Report 2009/2010

The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of December 2008 and the forecasted reconciliation up to the end of the current financial year and it was 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted and th
at all spending be kept within the forecasted figures    
C61.9
Parish Precept 2010/2011

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Borough Council requesting the setting of the forthcoming year’s precept.

The precept setting was discussed at great length, with the following points discussed further at the meeting of Council;-

· the current financial market – recession / credit crunch

· current maintenance costs for property, land and play areas in the ownership of the Parish Council

· upgrading of community provision

· repairs to play areas

· obligations of staff salaries

It was noted that the recommendation of the Sub-Committee was put to a vote to the Councillor’s present at Council, it was noted that all voted in favour of the Finance Sub-Committees recommendation with the exception of Councillor P Jackson and Councillor D Orr who voted against the recommendation. 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council Precept be set at £77963.92 (1% increase from 2009/2010 precept) for the forthcoming financial year of 2010/2011

C61.10Earmarked Funding / New Projects and Existing Commitments 
The Clerk reported on the existing commitments, one of which still remained to be completed, this it was noted was the mounding of earth around the perimeter of the community land at Fir Tree Lane.

Councillor J Joyce and Councillor T O’Neill reported on the issues surrounding the forwarding of the Skateboard Park project, it was noted that the person who had been charged with advancing the project had changed jobs and would now not be able to continue. Councillor T O’Neill reported that the original plans would now have to be rethought and the original documentation be recollated.  

The Clerk reported on need to upgrade the provision of the play area at Collins Green.

Councillor J Joyce reported on the need to upgrade the facilities of the  Pavilion building, it was noted that this would enable the building to be used by the wider community.

C61.11Annual Insurance 2010/2011
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the new premium of £3102.58 from Zurich Municipal for 2010-2011 be accepted
C61.12Banking Arrangements 2010/2011

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Parish Council continues with its banking arrangements with the National Westminister Bank PLC
C61.13Appointment of Internal Auditor for Financial Year 2010/2011
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Borough Council be requested to conclude the internal audit for the forthcoming financial year 

C61.14Appointment of External Auditor for Financial Year 2010/2011
The Clerk reported that appointment of an external auditor was agreed by the Audit Commission and was regionally selected. 

C61.15Appointment of Accountant to Finalise Year End Accounts (2009/2010)

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that Mrs. C Beesley be requested to produce the Year End Accounts for the current financial year 
C61.16Asset Register 2009/2010
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that Mrs. C Beesley be requested to update the Parish Asset Register to 31 March 2010
C61.17Kingswood Community Centre
The Clerk reported that over the Christmas period the hot water tap in the disabled toilet had been left running, this had caused the door to warp, also it was noted that it had also caused problems with the electric and gas installations. The Clerk further reported that the utility concerns had been solved and that she was in the process of getting the door fixed.

C61.18Pavilion Centre
The Clerk reported that there had been a problem with the boiler over the Christmas period but this had now been repaired.
C61.19Play Area - Pavilion

Nil
C61.20Play Area Collins Green 
Nil
C61.21Play Area Inspections 
The Clerk reported that all repairs recommended had been ordered.

C61.22Fir Tree Lane – Community Ground 
 Nil
C61.23Pitches

The Clerk reported that the Ladies Rugby team who had used the pitch in summer had not forwarded their payment as requested.

It was noted that the Clerk would be forwarding the matter with the Burtonwood Bulldogs who had given the Ladies Team permission to play.

C61.24Quotation(s) Received  

 Nil
C61.25Skateboard Park  
 Nil
C61.26Grant Application – Guidance Notes
Nil
C61.27AOB
The Clerk reported that she had received a clean report back from the Audit Commission with a recommendation to review the Fidelity Insurance, it was noted that the Clerk would speak to the Parish Insurers and the Audit Commission for clarification.
C62.  Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (20 January 2010)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself Councillor D Earl and Councillor A McLausland  
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C62.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor J Higham and Councillor S Smith. 
C62.2
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest received.
C62.3
Documents Received

0 General Correspondence Items
4 Domestic Planning Applications

3 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

1 WBC Development Control Agenda
1 WBC Cat D Lists
5 Ward Lists
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C63
Correspondence

1. Contact – November 2009

2. Cheshire Community Action – Annual Report 2008/2009

3. Cheshire Constabulary – Newsletter

4. D Norris – Landscaping

5. Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council – Civic Service

6. WBC – Notice of New Listed Building

7. WBC – Notice of New Listed Building – Collins Green Farm House

8. Email – D Eaton – Road Repairs

9. NOS – Quarterly Vacancies Inquiry

10. CPRE – Fieldwork

11. WBC – Equestrian Access to Wheatacre Farm

12. St Philips Westbrook CE School – Thank you letter

13. St Philips Westbrook CE School – Thank you letter

14. WBC – Roadside Memorials

15. SLCC 2010 Practitioners Conference

16. WBC – Playground Inspections

17. PCSO D Brownlee – Parking T Junction off Green Lane and Phipps     Lane

18. Cheshire Police – November Warrington West News Letter

19. Cheshire Police – Festive Advice

20. Email – D Eaton – Road Repairs

21. WBC – Parish Council Liaison Meeting

22. WBC – Consultation Paper – Spending Plans 2010/11 to 2012/13

23. The Clerk

24. Cheshire Police – Have Your Say

25. WBC – Parish Council Liaison Meeting

26. WBC – Draft Statement of Community  Involvement

27. Clerks and Councils Direct

28. Northwest Air Ambulance



Resolved by the Council that the Correspondence list be noted
C64
Any Other Business
C64.1
Councillor J Joyce reported on the ‘forgotten village’ of Burtonwood during the long period that thick snow was on the ground. It was noted that the village had become very isolated, there was no public transport as the buses had been stopped and taxis could not get to the village, the only shop in Burtonwood (Co-op) had run out of basic supplies as their delivery vehicle could not get to the shop.


It was noted that the Borough Council had taken five days to grit the main road, even after making daily calls to the Borough Council and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request 

(1) a review of their strategic services and emergency planning strategy and, 

(2) that the Parish Council stores its own rock salt for future use if a feasible storage facility could be sourced and sited
C64.2
Councillor J Joyce reported on new light stanchions that had been sited in Burtonwood, it was noted that the lights had never been commissioned and it was

Resolved by the Council 
that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that the final commissioning of the road lights be completed
C64.3
Councillor P Jackson reported that a request had been presented to him in relation to another football team using the pitches, the Clerk reported that unfortunately there was no current capacity for an additional team to play on the site.
C64.4
Councillor P Jackson reported on nuisance vehicles that were parking on the corner of North Park Brook Road. It was noted that Councillor D Earl would forward the matter with the Borough Council. 
C65
Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C65.1 Staff Salary Pay Awards 2010/2011



Resolved by the Council that the Staff Salary Pay Increase Award for financial year 2010/2011 be set to commence from 1 April 2010 for employees of the Council

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
Signed as a true record……..…………………Councillor Judith Guthrie 

                                                                   (Chairman)
   

       17 February 2010
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