BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Kingswood Community Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 17 June 2009 at 7.30 pm
Present


Chairman



Ward






J Guthrie (L) 



Westbrook










Vice Chairman
*



K Burgess (IND) 


Burtonwood West




Council Members




J Joyce (L)



Burtonwood East

*



B Murdock (LD)


Burtonwood East




J Davidson (L)


Burtonwood East





J Higham (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T O’Neill (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T Cross (IND)


Callands

*



P Jackson (IND)


Callands

*



B Long (LD)



Callands

*



T Rogers-Smith (IND)

Callands





S Smith (IND) 


Callands

*



M Smith (LD)



Old Hall 
*



D Earl (LD)



Westbrook




A McLausland M.B.E. (IND)
Westbrook




D Orr (IND)



Westbrook




*
Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


Julie Pickles – Clerk to the Parish 




Miranda Newey – Warrington Guardian


It was noted that Councillor K Burgess took the chair in the absence of Councillor J Guthrie
C15
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor J Davidson, Councillor J Higham, Councillor S Smith, Councillor McLausland and Councillor D Orr.
C16
Community / Policing Issues
Police Issues
Nil – it was noted that the Police were not in attendance.

Councillor / Community Issues
Councillor B Long reported on a recent mugging that had taken place on a pathway to the rear of the Memphis Bell Public House, it was noted that the planting adjacent to the pathway had become overgrown and had created a tunnel.

Councillor T O’Neill reported on the local police surgery, held by PCSO D Brownlee. It was noted that PCSO D Brownlee had asked the Parish Council to fund a sign that when his surgeries took place he could place outside the library in Burtonwood, it was further noted that a reflective sign would cost in the region of £70 and it was
Resolved by Council that the Parish Council would forward the funding of the reflective sign

Councillor K Burgess reported on the problem of horses/riders in Rushton Drive, also the more general issue of local riders not wearing reflective jackets or protective head wear and it was

Resolved by Council that the Clerk writes to the highways department of the Borough Council and PCSO D Browlee with regards to these issues 

Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported on a new logging system that was currently being used in other parts of Cheshire, it was noted that the Clerk had not received any information in connection with a joint Parish Council / Police initiative and it was 

Resolved by Council that the Clerk contact Inspector Heywood to gain further information

C17
Minutes of the Meeting (20 May 2009)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 20 May 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct record 
C18
Matters Arising
Nil
C19    Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (17 June 2009)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor K Burgess, Councillor T Cross, Councillor B Long, Councillor P Jackson and Councillor T Rogers-Smith 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C19.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Guthrie and Councillor J Joyce.
C19.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C19.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Macmillan Cancer Support – request for £50 – Big Picnic Event


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a grant of £50 be awarded
C19.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


Swinton Colonnade – Annual Tractor Insurance

£ 504.61

C19.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


K Tindall – Repairs at the Kingswood Centre


£    61.30


LCAS Management Services 




£  166.75 


Sign A Rama – Sign for Pavilion Centre



£    79.70


S Smith Relief Caretaker – May / June 2009 Invoice

£  120.00


Clerks Expenses – May / June 2009



£    45.96


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made 
C19.6
Monthly Account –  May 2009
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of May 2009 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C19.7
Bank Reconciliation May 2009
The Clerk had produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of May 2009 and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted 
C19.8 Internal Audit 2008-2009
It was noted that the internal audit had taken place and a clean report had been verbally received from the internal auditors. 

C19.9 External Audit 2008-2009
The Clerk had reported that she was in the final stage of the compilation of documents that the external auditor required, it was noted that the completion date had been set for 30 June 2009. 

The Clerk presented the annual external audit return and went through in particular Section 2 – The Annual Governance Statement and it was

Recommended that the statement be completed with “yes” responses and signed by the Chairman and Clerk

C19.10Grant Application – Notes for Guidance
The Clerk reported on the notes for guidance that accompany the grant application forms. It was noted that each Member of the Sub-Committee had received copies of the guidance notes and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the redrafting if needed would be done at the next meeting of the Sub-Committee  
C19.11Kingswood Community Centre
Nil
C19.12Pavilion Centre
Nil
C19.13Play Area - Pavilion

Nil
C19.14Play Area Collins Green 
Nil
C19.15Play Area Inspections 
Nil

C19.16Fir Tree Lane – Community Ground 
Nil
C19.17Pitches


Nil

C19.18Quotation(s) Received  


Hitek Limited


Pavilion Play Area, Gorsey Lane, Burtonwood
          To carry out slitting by hand to the edge of rugby pitch. 

          Two areas each 3m x 4m.

           Excavate for slitting at 1.0m centres, 250mm deep x 50mm wide. 

           Allow for backfilling with 6mm gravel and sand to surface.

           Excavated material to be spread on site as directed by client.

           £650.00 + Vat

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted and an order for the work to be placed

Groundwork Merseyside  


Annual Maintenance of footpaths around Burtonwood

£1600.00 + vat
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted and an order for the work to be placed

C19.19Skateboard Park  
Councillor T O’Neill reported that he would hopefully collect all the relevant paperwork from Dave NcNicols later this week.
C19.20AOB
Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported on a request that she had received from a user of the Kingswood Centre, it was noted that this request was in relation to a facility for storage of the users equipment.

The Clerk reported that the request had been answered and declined previously as the user only ‘rented’ the main hall for a couple of hours each week. The Clerk had received similar requests for storage from other users and that these requests had also been declined for a variety of reasons:-

· all current users of the centre could not be offered a storage facility due to lack of space 

· the Parish Council were not liable for damage or theft of equipment / goods left in the centre – this issue was raised when one user reported that his equipment had been tampered with – the user had been told to remove his equipment, due to the above incident
· users had been entering the building at other than their scheduled sessions to restore / remove their equipment at inappropriate times without informing the Clerk or the Bookings Clerk of their actions   

It was noted that the Clerk had recently found that some equipment was being stored for a user even though the request had been denied, upon investigation it was found that the caretaker had given permission, the Clerk reported that the caretaker had no authority in the matter and that now this issue had come to light it would be resolved. 

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the matter of storage of goods or equipment be left with the Clerk to deal with

C20    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (17 June 2009)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself and Councillor D Earl  
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C20.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor J Higham, Councillor S Smith and Councillor A McLausland. 
C20.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C20.3
Documents Received

1 General Correspondence Item

5 Domestic Planning Applications


3 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

2 WBC Development Control Agenda
2 WBC Cat D Lists
4 Ward Lists
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C20.4
Non Domestic Planning Application - Europa Boulevard
Europa Boulevard – Proposed construction of industrial unit with storage yard, new access and associated works (revision of application 2008/13630)

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that more clarification be sought in reference to this application by Councillor D Earl and Councillor B Long as Ward Members
C21
Correspondence

1. PCSO David Brownlee – SID

2. Cromwell Under 8s B Team – Thank You Letter

3. Warrington CVS – Contact May 2009

4. Cheshire Community Action – Members Evening

5. Warrington Borough Council – Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum

6. Cheshire Police – Have Your Say

7. Cheshire Community Action – May 2009

8. CPRE – Fieldwork

9. Warrington Carers Centre – Thank You Card

10. CVS Bulletin – 6 June 2009

11. Warrington Borough Council - C1004 Myddleton Lane, Winwick, Structural Maintenance

12. Cheshire Community Action – Briefing Sheet May 2009

13. WOW 2009 Conference

14. Cheshire Constabulary – Grapevine May 2009

 
Resolved by the Council that the Correspondence list be noted
C22
Civic Sunday

The Clerk reported that she had put this item on the agenda as requested at the last meeting of Council. It was noted that the Parish Council had not held a Civic Ceremony for some years. Councillor T O’Neill suggested that instead of a Civic Sunday being planned, the costing for the event be donated to a deserving cause. It was further suggested that the funding be forwarded to the Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust (£500) as the Parish Council was yet to ascertain whether Mr Gilchrest ‘s widow would wish to continue with their personal donation, due to Mr Gilchrest being killed in an unfortunate riding accident and it was

Resolved by Council that the Clerk firstly ascertain Mrs Gilchrest’s intensions, and, that the costing for this type of civic event be donated to a charity of choice by the Parish Council, this of course would have to be with the agreement of the Chairman, Councillor J Guthrie who was not in attendance
C23
Any Other Business
C23.1
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the summer play scheme that had been previously provided by the Borough Council, it was noted that this service had now been withdrawn. 


Councillor O’Neill reported that other local Parish Councils had decided to still provide this service but, at a cost of £500 per week and it was


Resolved by Council that the Clerk contacts the Borough Council to confirm the bookings for the play scheme:-
Kingswood Centre, Westbrook 27th July to 31st July 2009, each week day afternoon 2-4pm,

The Pavilion, Burtonwood 17th August to 21st August 2009, each week day afternoon 2-4pm,

C23.2
Councillor K Burgess reported on faulty lights on the Pavilion Play area and it was 

Resolved by Council that the Clerks places an order for the necessary repairs 

C24
Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C24.1 Kingswood – Caretaker Leave Entitlement

The Caretakers leave entitlement was confirmed.
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm
Signed as a true record……..………………………Councillor K Burgess 

                                                                (Deputy Chairman)
   

           15 July 2009
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