BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Kingswood Community Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday 21 October 2009 at 7.30 pm
Present


Chairman



Ward


*



J Guthrie (L) 



Westbrook










Vice Chairman




K Burgess (IND) 


Burtonwood West




Council Members




J Joyce (L)



Burtonwood East





B Murdock (LD)


Burtonwood East




J Davidson (L)


Burtonwood East





J Higham (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T O’Neill (L)



Burtonwood West

*



T Cross (IND)


Callands

*



P Jackson (IND)


Callands

*



B Long (LD)



Callands

*



T Rogers-Smith (IND)

Callands





S Smith (IND) 


Callands

*



M Smith (LD)



Old Hall 




D Earl (LD)



Westbrook
*



A McLausland M.B.E. (IND)
Westbrook




D Orr (IND)



Westbrook




*
Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present


Julie Pickles – Clerk to the Parish 




Hannah La-Taraboulsy - Warrington Guardian


C36
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor K Burgess, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor B Murdock, Councillor J Davidson, Councillor J Higham Councillor S Smith, Councillor D Earl and Councillor D Orr.
C37
Community / Policing Issues
Police Issues
Nil – it was noted that the Police were not in attendance.

Councillor / Community Issues
Nil 
C38
Minutes of the Meeting (15 July 2009)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 15 July 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct record 
C39
Matters Arising
C39.1CA Traffic Limited – Speed Indication Display (SID) (Minute No. C26   Refers

The Clerk reported that an order had been placed with CA Traffic Limited for the hire of the equipment, this was shortly before the Clerk went on leave, the kit was to be delivered to Councillor K Burgess, upon the Clerk returning to work it was found that the equipment had not been delivered and no reason had been given for the non-delivered item.


Resolved that the Clerk source another company to hire a speed indication display  

C39.2 Bewsey Old Hall (Minute No. C30.4 Refers) 

Councillor Terry O’Neil reported that the application was currently awaiting a decision from the planning inspectorate.

C40    Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (21 October 2009)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor T Cross, Councillor P Jackson, Councillor B Long and Councillor T Rogers-Smith 
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C40.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor J Joyce.
C40.2
Declaration of Interest 

Nil
C40.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Callands Care Home – request for £500 – Poly Tunnel (Green House) and Staging

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that a grant of £200 be awarded and would be presented when the care home was in receipt of the full funding requested
C40.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers     between meetings)


K Tindall – New Table Collins Green 



£  260.96

DCM Projects Emergency Repair Wetpour 


£  747.50

Carpe Diem Web Site Hosting 




£  287.50

K Tindall – Remove Tractor Collins Green 


£  130.00

Carpe Diem Web Site – Updates 




£  186.88

United Utilities Water Rates Kingswood 



£  479.09


D Platt Landscapes 






£    51.11



Royal Mail – Freepost Top Up 




£    50.00


Willow Landscapes – Pitch Markings 



£  575.00


Clerks Expenses July / Aug / Sept 2009 



£    68.68

C40.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 

WBC – Half Year Trade Waste Removal 


£ 1076.40


WBC – Summer Play Scheme 




£ 1000.00


WBC – Play Area Inspections 




£   110.40


HM Revenue & Customs 2nd quarter PAYE 


£ 1517.12


St Paul of the Cross RC PS Xmas Tree 



£   100.00 


Westbrook Old Hall CPS Xmas Tree 



£   100.00


Callands CPS Xmas Tree 





£   100.00


Burtonwood CPS Xmas Tree 




£   100.00


St Philips (Westbrook) CE PS 




£   100.00


Forshaw Trust Annual Donation 




£ 1000.00


WBC Parish Audit 2008/2009 




£   805.00


Clerks Expenses September / October 



£   227.15


S Smith Relief Caretaker 





£   280.00

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made 
C40.6
Monthly Account – July / August / September 2009
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of July, August and September 2009 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C40.7
Bank Reconciliation July / August / September 2009

The Clerk had produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of September 2009 and it was 
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted 
C40.8 External Audit 2008-2009
The Clerk reported that she had received back the audit forms from the commission as they had requested further information.

It was noted that the additional information had been forwarded to commission, but, upon the Clerk revisiting the accounts to provide a break down of variances it was found that an amount was added to a nominal payment coding incorrectly - the outcome now means that boxes within the completed annual return needs to be amended, minuted and resigned by the Chair. It was reported that this amendment did not alter the accounts start and finish figure, just the internal workings.
The Clerk reported that this information would be forwarded to the audit commission as soon as possible.

The Clerk presented the annual external audit return and went through in particular Section 2 – The Annual Governance Statement and it was

Recommended that the statement be completed with “yes” responses and signed by the Chairman and Clerk and that the Chairman and Clerk resign the Annual Return as a correct record

C40.9 The Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust
The Clerk reported that she had contacted Mr. Gilchrist’s widow and conveyed the Parish Council’s condolences, it was noted that Mrs. Gilchrist did not wish to carry on with the annual donation now that Mr. Gilchrist had sadly passed away.

The Council Members discussed the matter at some length, as to whether to proceed and make the full annual donation to the Trust Fund of £1000 or to end their usual annual donation of £500 and to close the Trust Fund. 

Members felt this would be a loss to tradition and to the community, it was noted that a cheque of £200 was given to all of the primary schools within the Parish prior to Christmas for a treat. The Clerk reported that the donation sent to the schools was usually spent on, a school disco, children’s entertainer etc.  

Recommended that the Parish Council donate the full amount of £1000 to the Forshaw Thanksgiving Trust Fund this year and that the matter be reconsidered at the appropriate time next year
C40.10Parish Council Christmas Trees
The Clerk reported that she had ordered the Parish Christmas tree but she had not received a delivery date from the Borough Council.

It was noted that due to the Borough Council not supplying smaller trees, the Parish Schools would receive a donation for a tree and decorations as per last year. 

The Clerk reported that the Parish celebration would take place at 6.00pm, on Friday 4 December 2009 outside the library in Burtonwood, followed by Christmas refreshments in St Michael’s Hall. 
C40.11Kingswood Community Centre
The Clerk reported that a user had left the centre due to the pressure of work, it was noted that Rainbows would be taking over the vacant  Wednesday early evening spot from 4 November 2009.

C40.12Pavilion Centre
The Clerk reported on the need to change all the locks to the building as she believed that an unknown unathorised user was entering the building.
Recommended that the Clerk have the locks and keys to the building changed 
C40.13Play Area - Pavilion

The Clerk reported that vandalism to the dog waste bin has occurred and had rendered the bin unsafe.


It was noted that the Borough Council had stopped the supply of such waste bins and now recommended the use of a normal general waste unit with an additional sticker which said that dog waste inclusion was permissible.


The Clerk further reported that she had placed an order with the Borough Council for a general bin to be resited.  

C40.14Play Area Collins Green 
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received, relating to the removal of the climbing frame and slide ‘tractor’.

It was noted that the tractor had been removed due to the inspectors report saying that it was unsafe, the Clerk reported that the kit could not be repatched and it had probably been on the park area over 30 years.
Further complaints had been received relating to the safety surface where the tractor had stood, it was noted that vandals had been on the play area, ripped up the safety surfacing and scattered the remnants over the park, the Clerk reported that this debris had now been cleared. 

C40.15Play Area Inspections 
The Clerk reported on the received inspection reports from the Borough Council.
It was noted that an order had been placed in relation to all repairs recommended. 
C40.16Fir Tree Lane – Community Ground 
Nil
C40.17Pitches

Rugby


The Clerk reported that during the previous summer the Burtonwood Bulldogs had given their permission for a women’s rugby team to play on the pitches at the Fir Tree Lane site. The Burtonwood Bulldogs had been reprimanded for initially denying that a team had been playing, thus deliberately misleading the Clerk and the Parish Council.


It was noted that an invoice had been forwarded to the women’s team, but payment had not been received as yet.

Football

The Clerk reported that Burtonwood Albion and Cromwell Athletic had been instructed that they were to train and play on one pitch each as the Clerk had been inundated with complaints from both teams.

Burtonwood Albion – Big Pitch 


Cromwell Athletic – Small Pitch

It was noted that Burtonwood Albion had been giving their permission for other teams to play on the pitches without the permission of the Parish Council. 

C40.18Quotation(s) Received  

The Clerk reported that she had received 3 quotes for the repair and relaying of the safety surfacing.
It was noted now that the tractor had been removed from Collins Green that this surface could just be tarmacced over as the repair to the pad was no longer needed.
Recommended that an order for the works be placed with RTC Safety Surfaces Limited 

C40.19Skateboard Park  
Councillor T O’Neill reported that it had still not been possible to locate the original paperwork, and, due to the length of time that had elapsed, it would be better to restart the project. 
C40.20Grant Application – Guidance Notes
The Clerk reported that she had consulted with the other Parish Councils in the Borough, it was noted that the outcome was that the Clerks from the other Parish Councils requested copies of the forms as they had not been using an application form or guidance notes, it was noted that they decided on their grant applications on individual merit and budgetary constraints.
C40.21AOB
Nil
C41    Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (21 October 2009)
Councillor T O’Neill reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself Councillor J Higham, and Councillor A McLausland  
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C41.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor D Earl, Councillor J Higham and Councillor S Smith. 
C41.2
Declarations of Interest
Nil
C41.3
Documents Received

3 General Correspondence Items
7 Domestic Planning Applications


5 Non Domestic Planning Applications
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

5 WBC Development Control Agenda
5 WBC Cat D Lists
11 Ward Lists
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 
C41.4
Hillside, Broad Lane, Collins Green, Warrington, WA5 4AF (2009/14925)

Proposal – Demolition of existing house and construction of new two storey building containing seven supported living units along with ancillary staff accommodation (resubmission of application 2008/12973)


Councillor T O’Neill reported that the original house had been left to rot and had not been maintained by the current owners, Councillor O’Neill viewed his concerns with the additional planned dwellings, with special regard to the wellbeing of the current and new residents and it was 


Recommended the Clerk and Councillor T O’Neill forward the matter with the planning department and the regulators of the home 

C42
Correspondence

1.
WBC – District and Neighbourhood Centres Retail Study

2.
Warrington CVS – General Update

3.
Warrington West Neighbourhood Policing Unit – June 2009

4.
Police Community Support Officer – New Surgery 

5.
CA Traffic Limited – SID

6.
Parish Clerks Liaison Meeting

7.
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline – Warrington and Burtonwood Link – 8.
Invitation to Final Night Family Party and Concert at the Burtonwood Catholic Club – Saturday, 8 August 2009

9.
Cheshire Community Action – Briefing Sheet July 2009

10.
Chalk – Participatory Budgeting

11.
North West Plan Partial Review

12.
Consultation on the Greater Manchester Waste Plan – Additional Sites

13.
The Playing Field – Summer 2009

14.
Grapevine – Warrington – July 2009 

15.
Warrington CVS – Contact August 2009

16.
Shaws – SLCC

17.
BT – Adopt Your Local Phone Box

18.
Cheshire Police Authority – Northern Area Meetings

19.
Helen Jones MP

20.
CPRE – Fieldwork

21.
Burtonwood Over 50’s Club – Thank You Letter

22.
WBC – Playbuilder Site Selection

23.
WBC – Parish Council Liaison Meeting 14/09/09

Council Meeting 21 October 2009 – Correspondence 

1.
The Clerk – September 2009

2.
WBC – Summer Play Scheme 2009

3.
WBC – Warrington Rights of Way Forum

4.
Cheshire Police Authority – Have Your Say

5.
Cheshire Community Action

6.
Warrington CVS – General Update

7.
WBC – Parish Council Liaison Meeting

8.
WBC – Warrington Rights of Way Forum

9.
Brickfields – Bulb Planting 

10.
Cheshire Constabulary – Warrington West Neighbourhood Policing Team – August 2009

11.
Cheshire Constabulary – Grapevine – September 2009

12.
Cheshire Constabulary – Policing Priorities – Survey

13.
Cheshire Community Action - AGM

 
Resolved by the Council that the Correspondence lists be noted
C43
Risk Assessment / Management Controls and Health and Safety at Work Policy 

Resolved by the Council that the Risk Assessment / Management Plan and Health and Safety at Work Policy documents be formally approved and accepted 

C44
Any Other Business
C44.1
Councillor T Rogers-Smith reported on the difficulty when reporting complaints to the Borough Council, it was noted that customers were not contacted as promised and customers were unaware that there was a tracking process in place.


Councillor B Long reported that he would take this issue to the Borough Councils portfolio holder, Councillor Sharon Wilson.  

C44.2
Councillor T O’Neill reported on the use of Police Community Support Officers, it was noted that in the original agreements and contracts the officers were only to be deployed within certain areas. It was now common knowledge that these officers were deployed all over the borough and were mainly being given Town Centre allocations and it was


Resolved that the Clerk writes to the Cheshire Constabulary and the Borough Council to relay the Parish Councils disappointment with the deployment of this resource 


C44.3
Councillor B Long reported on the consultations regarding the upgrading of facilities within the Sankey Valley Park area.


It was noted that the area to the west of Gullivers World had been fenced off by Mr Phillips (owner of Gulliver’s World), it was further reported that he had instructed the fencing off of pathways in Ladywood and surrounding areas and it was


Resolved by the Committee that Mr Phillips and a representative responsible for Rights of Way from the Borough Council be invited to a future meeting of the Parish Council  

C44.4
Councillor P Jackson reported on 3 large trucks that had been parking in the community parking area near the Hoop and Mallet Public House, it was noted that these vehicles were being parked up at night-time, Councillor Jackson reported that he would forward the vehicles contact numbers to the Clerk and it was


Resolved by the Committee that the Clerk writes to the Borough Council to request that a no parking overnight order be placed on the car park area 


C44.5
Councillor J Guthrie reported on an evening that she had attended on behalf of the Parish Council. It was noted that she had been invited to a production by the Burtonwood AMADS, Councillor Guthrie had an excellent evening and praised the group for their commitment and hard work.
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm
Signed as a true record……..…………………Councillor Judith Guthrie 

                                                                   (Chairman)
   

       18 November 2009
5
10

