BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall, Westbrook, on Wednesday 21 March 2007 at 7.30 pm
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Also present


Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles
C85
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross, Councillor T Cross,  Councillor M Jackson, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor T O’Neill, Councillor P Wilde and Councillor J Guthrie.
C86
Community Policing Issues  

It was noted by the Committee that the Police were not in attendance at the Council meeting.
The Chairman, Councillor E Coop reported on the Cams meeting that he had attended on Wednesday, 14 March at the Kingswood Centre.

C87
Minutes of the Meeting (21 February 2007)

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting of 21 February 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

C88
Matters Arising
C88.1
Alder Lane Closure (Minute Reference C79.1 Refers)

It was noted that the temporary diversions were still in place, certain Members wanted to know how much longer these measures would be in force, it was requested that the Ward Members find this information out and to report back with any findings.
C89
Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (21 March 2007)

The Clerk reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by Councillor E Coop and Councillor T Rogers-Smith   

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C89.1
Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillor T Cross, Councillor B Long and Councillor J Joyce.

C89.2
Declaration of Interest 

No declarations of interests were forwarded.

C89.3
Applications for Grant/ Donations

Grant Application received from Child Line North West – Funding training and Counseling - amount requested £ Donation

Recommended Grant Approved £ 50.00
C89.4
Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings)


Nil
C89.5
Accounts Requiring and Authorised for Payment 


K Tindall Repairs Kingswood & Graffiti Removal 

£     79.45


United Utilities Water Rates - Half Year Kingswood 
 
£   108.11 


A Charlson – Repairs to Kingswood 



£   164.22



ICS Group – Cleaning Materials


 

£   181.08


Warrington Borough Council - Playground Inspections 
£   112.80


Cheshire Community Council – Annual Subs 


£     66.00


Paye (Inland Revenue) Jan-March 2007 


£ 1489.07


Clerks Expenses Jan-March 2007 



£   103.04


S Smith Relief Caretaker Feb 07 Kingswood


£   100.00 


Recommended by the Sub-Committee that all payments be made

C89.6
Monthly Accounts –  February 2007
The Clerk produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of February 2007 and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     
C89.7
Standing Orders
The Clerk reported that an amendment had now been made to the Parish Councils Financial Regulations / Standing Orders (No 2) and it was 
Recommended that the CIPFA Financial Regulations be accepted. With the exception of the amended items listed below:

(1)
A budget should be submitted to the Council no later than January in each year to allow the precept to be set for the following year.

(2)
Item 5.1 – Three accounts shall be maintained at the bank, an emergency fund holding account, a reserve account and a current account, the Council will not hold a specific “Payroll” account.

(3)
Item 5.3 – Cheques and bank authorisations will be signed by the Clerk and two Councillors.

(4)
Item 6.1 - the Council will not operate any Petty Cash System.

(5)
Item 11.1 (b) – expenditure exceeding £2,500 in net value – estimates will be obtained from 3 firms unless a regular contractor is undertaking the work.

(6)
No individual Councillor may agree to expenditure with the exception of the Chairman who may use his/her discretion for payments up to £500.

(7)
The Clerk to the Council can be appointed as The Responsible Finance Officer.

C89.8
Kingwood Centre
It was noted by the Sub Committee that the Clerk had placed an order for a sign for the Centre and Mr. K Tindall would be employed to erect it.  

Quotation for Blinds
It was reported that the Clerk had requested that 3 companies attend the Centre to give quotations but only one had turned up. It was noted that the Clerk had surveyed other users of this Company and all concerned gave a very good report and was satisfied with the work completed.

The cost for measuring and fitting 17 vertical blinds in the chosen fabric would be £930 inclusive of vat and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted and an order for the work be placed

Quotation for Fingersheilds 

It was noted by the Committee that the Clerk had received communication from Fingersheild UK Limited to advise of a situation where finger trapping had occurred on the rear side of a door in a very minute gap which exists between the door and the frame, it was noted that in both instances the schools were being sued for personal injury.

The cost to supply and fit further fingersheild and rearsheild devices to all doors in the Centre would be £ 675.92 inclusive of vat and it was  
Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the quotation be accepted and an order for the work be placed

 C89.9
Pavilion - Burtonwood

Nil
C89.10Parish Play Areas / Warrington Borough Inspection Reports

It was noted that the Clerk had received an inspection report from the Borough Council which summarised some minor works needed, it was reported that an order for these works had been raised. 
The Clerk reported on the existing single goal post situated on the play area at Collins Green, it was noted that this was in need of replacing and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that an order for a replacement goal post be placed
C89.11Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches

It had been reported to the Clerk that unauthorised contractors had been on the pitch with machinery to roll the area and had in course damaged and rutted the field and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the Clerk write to all users of the pitches on Fir Tree Lane and Clay Lane to inform them that this was an illegal act and that action would be taken against any team that was employing private contractors without the prior permission of the Parish Council
C89.12Any Other Business

C89.13Staffing Wage Increase 
The Clerk reported that the wage increase had not yet been agreed by the Borough Council or Trade Unions it was noted that as per previous years the Clerk would duly inform the other employees about their increase upon agreement and their pay would be backdated from April 2007.   
C90
Report of the Planning Sub-Committee (21 March 2007)
Councillor D Earl reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting attended by him and Councillor J HIgham and it was

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council

C90.1
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor G Cross and Councillor T O’Neill.

C90.2
Declarations of Interest

Nil
C90.3
Documents Received

0 General Correspondence Items

5 Domestic Planning Applications


0 Non Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notification under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

4 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

2 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representations

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry

0 WBC Development Control Agenda

3 Ward Lists

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the documents received be noted 

C90.4
Planning Issues


Nil
C91
Correspondence


The Clerk circulated the correspondence listed below:- 

1. Warrington Borough Council – Parish Councils at the heart of Strong and Prosperous Communities

2. Warrington CVS – Contact February 

3. Rixton with Glazebrook Parish Council – Civic Service 

4. Cheshire Planning Forum – Meeting 30/03/07

5. Countryside Voice – Spring 2007

6. Warrington Borough Council - Last meeting issues

7. The Clerk – March 2007  

8. Cheshire Police Authority – How to Contact Cheshire Police

9. Voluntary Sector North West – Survey

10. The Charity Success Forum

11. CHALC – Local Recycling Champions

12. Cheshire Rural View

13. Cheshire Community Council – Spring Members Evening

14. CPRE – Fieldwork

15. NALC – Model Contract of Employment

16. Warrington Borough Council – Local Development Framework –     Update March 2007

17. Warrington Borough Council -  Issues in Burtonwood

18. Lymm Parish Council – Civic Reception and Dinner Dance

19. Council for Voluntary Service – Warrington’s New Communities

20. Department of Constitutional Affairs – Memorial Safety

Resolved that the Committee noted the above documents and correspondence
C91.1
It was noted that Councillor B Long would attend the meeting organised by the Borough Council on Saturday 31 March at Walton Hall (Parish Councils at the Heart of Strong and Prosperous Communities), and that he would also attend the Rixton with Glazebrook Parish Council Civic Service on Sunday, 22 April 2007 as the Parish Councils representative.  

C92
Any Other Business

C92.1
Councillor K Burgess reported on the following issues;-

(1) there was jagged edges around the perimeter of the disused concrete pad situated at the Pavilion play area and it was 

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk inspect the reported edges and report back to Council on her findings 

(2) there was graffiti and window damage to the Burtonwood Youth Club and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to report these issues
(3)
the grass verges that run along Chapel Lane to the Community Centre, Burtonwood had not yet been cut and it was 
Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that this work be done

(4)
there was pot holes on the highway leading from Back Lane to the brewery and it was  


Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the road be surveyed and any remedial works required be programmed
(5)
complaints had been received regarding old rusty fencing situated on one side of Winwick View, Collins Green and it was
Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that a safety inspection be completed
(6)
complaints had been received regarding pedestrian safety at the Gemini Retail Park and it was 

Resolved that the Ward Members make enquiries about this ongoing matter

C92.2
Councillor J Higham reported his thanks on behalf of the Burtonwood Tenants and Residents Association for the Parish Councils donation of computer equipment. 
C92.3 Councillor A Jennings reported that areas on Callands Road had been earmarked for repairs and raised the question of when were these repairs set to take place and it was 

Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request a schedule of works 

C92.4
Council P Hamel reported also on Callands Road, it was noted that bollards had been knocked over, the road surfacing in areas had disappeared and there had been reports of further traffic calming measures programmed and it was 


Resolved by the Council that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request that the above issues be addressed  

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm

         Signed as a true record………..…………..…Councillor E Coop          





            (Chairman)
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